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By Jamie Blass, Clarion Editor « 

I think we can all agree that it’s a sad fact that Green Day’s “The Time 
of Your Life” has been the theme of most yearbooks since the song came out in 
1997. Yearbooks sometimes tend to be more like scrapbooks or sad sagas of how 
the seniors are going to miss everyone or how everyone will miss them. Then 
there are random pictures portraying happy well-timed “life defining” moments 
plastered on the pages in such a way that the reader will have no clue to what was 
really going on with the students. What were they feeling? Were they scared? 
Angry? Hungry? 

Anyone that has been to high school knows it isn’t easy being young. 
There are big ups but sometimes bigger downs, and the one thing we wanted to 

accomplish with this yearbook was to expose that truth; we wanted to let some of 
the bad in with good. 

That s where we hit a road block. We wanted a theme that would let you 
step inside the student’s shoes and walk through their struggles and accomplish¬ 
ments without being cliche. The idea finally came together when I was thumbing 
through the Esquire Magazine’s August 2002 issue. Here was a special section 
dedicated to What It Feels Like” in which the magazine had narratives detailing 
some very interesting events, like one story which described what it felt like to 
get hit by a bullet or another which explained how it felt to hit a home run. This 
title seemed more than fitting for what we were trying to accomplish, hence the 
very similar theme “What It’s Like.” 

It s still a little cliche, this idea that you don’t really know a person until 
you schlep around a bit in their shoes. Yet there is something pretty compelling 
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about the idea of hanging around in certain sneakers: almost everybody dreams 
about what it must be like to walk on the field as the captain of the football team, 
to step into the spotlight as the lead in the school play, or to waltz in the middle 
of the dance floor as the prom queen. Or maybe you wonder about the simpler 
things: what’s it like to have a faster car? What’s it like to have a cool part time 
job? What’s it like to be really smart? 

An interesting thing happens when you ask the football stars or the smart 
kids about their experiences, though. Sometimes things aren’t very easy for 
them either. Their stories vary from surprising to compelling, hilarious to heart 
wrenching but ultimately, we hope, they are all meaningful. These stories are im¬ 
portant because, especially in high school, we make judgments about each other 
that are often based on stereotypes and miscommunications. These stories could 
help us better understand one another, so we can relate to each other and share in 
our difficult journey together. 

The profiles in this book all seek to capture what it feels like to be one of 
the many unique people here, but some, in a special section in the center of this 
book, are written in first person, as if the author were the person experiencing the 
event. We wanted it this way because it seems as if the person was then speaking 
or writing directly to the reader it would give them the idea or feeling that they 
were there walking through it themselves. So, go ahead, tread around in some 
different shoes and feel what it’s like to know the excitement of a first date, the 
I confusion of depression or the pain of a ruptured spleen. We hope you will have 
I the time of their lives. 
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Stiideiif Life 

Stoiy by l^nMe BLjss 

Photogl yphs by lyniie BLass & Allie locson 


Talents and gifts have been given to every 
student at U-High. Diversity in culture, academics 
and athletics have led Pioneers to great accom¬ 
plishments over the years. But talent or background 
alone aren’t what make U-High successful. Stu¬ 
dents are taught to never settle for what they have 
been given, but to be grounded in hard work and 
determination. It takes hard work to break through 
the limitations set in front of them and determina¬ 
tion to excel above and beyond. 

This year the student life of U-High was 
flourished. Significant events in student life ranged 
from a golf state championship to having outstand¬ 
ing decorations for the homecoming dance, but 
they really shine in the day-to-day, when U-High 
students can be found working hard to excel in an 
AP class, getting along with a difficult teacher, or 
even trying out a new activity they never thought 
they could do. 

“AP Chem wasn’t the most fun I have ever 
had. Labs every Wednesday and hours of home¬ 
work really pay off when you pass though. It’s 


that sense of accomplishment,” senior Ericka Holt 
said, “The lives of the students here at U-High are 
challenging but building each individual to become 
what they are meant to be is what it is all about. 

Most of U-High extracurricular events 
were sponsored by the Senate. “I think the things 
that really make the year are the paloozas, dances, 
basketball tournaments, and clubs. I think everyone 
needs an activity that is an alternative to being just 
an athlete,” Junior Catherine Anhalt said. 

U-High students enjoy more freedom than 
most students. “U-High has a lot of cool things that 
we take for granted. I don’t know what I would do 
with out open lunch. I mean, a year without the 
cute Bagelmen’s workers would have been crazy,” 
junior Mallory McCoy said. 

“Free hours are the best, “ agreed sopho¬ 
more Kelsey Elllefson. “They open up your sched¬ 
ule so much and give you a chance to relax from 
the pressures of classes.” 








ROCK ON Chris Modos (above) plays the drums at Pioneer Palooza. Junior 
Stephanie Donnan (right) relaxes as she gives bloods to the Senate’s annual 

blood drive. “Giving blood really bother a lot of people and I really didn’t mind 
it,” Donnan said. 
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RAH RAH RAH U-High 
students sit front and 
center to cheer on their 
pioneer basketball boys. 
"Games this year were 
awesome. Definitely the 
best part of the week," 
Junior Andrew Bass said. 



TOO HOT TO HANI)I>F^ Junior Jacob Weiss (above) stretches out his muscles before the three on three 
basketball tournament. “Pm not one to brag on great muscles or even great looks, but dang,” Weiss 
said. Senior Nick Shaver (left) shows his juggling Uilent off at Mr. IJ-High. “Mr. U-High was really 
funny, my juggling act definetly should of won though,” Shaver said. 
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Seizins The Day 


Cr^dii^tioD 

Stoiy by Catherine Anlialt 
Photographs by Mallory McCoy 

Braden Auditorium tills up with family and friends 
as the U-High concert band plays in the backgroun 
audience anxiously waits for the graduates to 
and receive their diplomas, ending ‘he>r high school ca^er 
As each of the 147 students walk out m their green 
caps and gowns, there are numerous flashes from t e crow 

taking pictures of their loved ones. Finally as each of th 

stients from the class of 2004 takes their seats the gmdu - 
tion ceremony begins. Braden Auditorium is tilled more w 

anticipation and eagerness than sadness. 

letT Kerestes, student body president, was the first to 

welcome everyone to the event. Before leaving, he advised 
his fellow classmates to “be yourself, to always be indivi u- 
als.” As the evening progressed, a number of other graduates 

addressed the audience with speeches. 

Joel Stone recalled all of the emotions felt while 
being at University High School. Speaker Nick Timme said 
that although U-High is the best high school in the world, 
he is still eager and ready for the future. Josh Fowler con¬ 
nected with reality by saying “you can’t see the future, you^ 
can’t change the past, you can only live life at the present. 
Fowler also urged classmates to prepare for life, but not to 

plan it. 

During her speech Jennie Wang said she has realized 
that her graduating class has actually raised the standards tor 
the coming classes. She also realized that great memories, 
the memories of U-High, will last forever. Andrea Ingersol 







LAST FARLWLLI. Dr. O’Malley pauses for thought while the class of 
2(M)4 sits together for the last time in ISD’s Braden Auditorium. 



spoke of how hard the 
senior class had worked 
to talk about the past. 

She reminded her class¬ 
mates not to forget to 
think forward to future 

challenges. 

As each of the 

student speakers ended 
their speeches, their 
words impacted the 
minds of each audience 
member, as well as each 
graduate. 

Chris Corpus 
led the seniors of the 
concert choir in the U- 
High alma mater. The 
song echoed through the 
auditorium and ended 
with the choir singing a 
capella “Gladly say that 
you’re from U-High. 

Uphold her through the 
years.” 

Mike Sond- 
geroth. Principal Dr. 

Gary O’Malley, As¬ 
sistant Principal Jerry 
Christensen, Athletic 
Director Curt Chris¬ 
tenson and Director 

of Laboratory Schools Dr. Bob Dean then began what each 
graduating student had been waiting tor since their freshman 
year — the presentation of the diplomas. Each student indi 
vidually walked across the stage, an event four years in the 
making. After shaking hands with the principal and director 
of the lab schools, each senior received their diploma. 

As the last class member got to their seat, the gra u 
ating class of 2004 as recognized as a whole. Some shoute 
and tossed their caps up with excitement, while others 
sprayed silly-string and bounced inllated beach balls aroun • 

The class of 2004 had defiantly been waiting for t 
moment since they first entered U-High. And now, after ou 
years of waiting, the moment had passed by with glamour, 
grace and relief 
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SAY CHEESE Senior Andrew Schini uses his camera to capture some of the last memories made with his fellow classmates. Ashlee Pistorius (below, left) hosts the 
awards portion of the Senior Brunch. Pistorius also won the “best athlete" aw ard. 
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1HINKING BAC K Senior Kate Zimmerman (above) recalls past hii»h schcM)! memories 
Kelsey Bohlin^. 
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r Hphoting Mfinoi 

By Allie locson 
Photos by AUie locsoii 

As the class of 2004 filed into Bone 
Student Center for their annual senior brunch, 
many realized that they had just left U-High for 
the last time. “It wasn’t really a sad feeling. I 
knew I had spent some of my best years here 
and we were all ready to move onto the next 
part of our lives, “ senior Teryn Brown said. 

The soon-to-be graduates ate their 
meal first which was followed by the annual 
awards ceremony. The awards, which weren’t 
exactly usual, were voted upon by each senior 
earlier in the week. “I think the awards went 
really well. It was so cool to see who every¬ 
one chose and who came out as the winners,” 
awards coordinator Ashlee Pistorius said. 



HFA mom Senior Jenna Reeves 
after receiving an apple pie - the 
to have an all-american family.” 


smiles from ear to ear 
award for “most likely 


les 


Senior BriinctT 

Senior Awards 

Most likely to become president: » Jeff Kerestes 

Most likely to become the first lady: 

Most likely to be a millionaire: 

Most likely to be famous: 

Most likely to succeed: 

Most likely to be a rock star: 

Most likely to be the next American Idol: 

Most likely to be on the Real World: 

Most likely to be an Abercrombie model: 

Most likely to be in a music video: 

Most likely to be king of the crops: 

Most likely to travel the world: 

Most likely will move to Hollywood: 

Most likely to be mayor of Nonnal: 

Most likely coach at U-High: 

Most likely to have a perfect family: 

Most likely to get the Nobel Peace Prize: 

Most likely to be a minister: 

Most likely to be on “Jerry Springer:” 

Most school spirit: 





» Sarah Glass 

» Charles Wen and Jennie Wang 
»Shane Irvin and Carrie Vesper 
» Brian Sinn and Sarah Glass 
» Josh Kossman 
» Shane Irvin 
» James Johnson 
» Ryan Huette and Taylor Granning 

I 

» Jeremy Foster and Whitney Koch 
» Joe Whitte 
» Helena Josefsson 
» Tim Hajek 
» Darren Beverage 
» Nick Chiodo 


Most spoiled: 

Most changed: 
Tannest in January: 
“The Blond:” 
Teacher’s pet: 

Miss Congeniality: 
Best dressed: 

Best hair: 

Best eyes: 

Best legs: 

Best laugh: 

Best smile: 

Best personality: 
Best athlete: 

Biggest motor head: 


li» Jenna Reeves 
» Charles Wen 
» Caleb Phillips 
» Ali Reed and Cali Cooper 
» Andrew Hall and Kalleigh Thomas 
» Mike Brown and Kelsey Bohling 
» Brian Sinn and Kate Zimmerman 
» Jaci Katz 
» Allie Aageson 

» Josh Fowler and Maura Styczynski 
» Teryn Brown 

» Craham Schenck and Teryn Brown 
» Jason Bower and Sarah Peters 
» Ryan Huette and Rachel Joseph 
» Chris George and Chenay McDaniel 

j' 

» Evan Kapanga and Whitney Thomas 
^ »Jeremy Foster and Jenna Reeves 
» Brady Wrezinski and Ericka Holt 


II 


» Nick Chiodo and Ashlee Pistorius 
» Jessie Foreman 
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MAKIN(; MKMORIKS Senior football player Mike 
Whalen (above) takes over the microphone as he rallies 
support from lI-Hi^l^s student body. The cheerleading 
squad (ri^ht) sets the trend as U-Hij»h students cheer 
during the Homecomin}* Pep Rally. 




SKIZK THK MOMENT Sophomore Brian Rowatt (above) participates in the banana 
eating contest during the Pep Rally. Rowatt lost to freshman Diego McCombs. While 
enjoying the Bonfire, Juniors Jake Warren and Alden Shinalt (right) enjoy senior Devon 
Solomon’s company. “I’m not big on Spirit Week and dressing up for different days, but 
it’s an awesome tradition to go to the Bonfire,” Solomon said. 
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S atisfying T i^Hitin n 

Spii'it Week 

Stoiy By Allie locson 

Pliotogrjplis By Allie locson jnd Mike Brown 


The U-High gymnasium was filled with 
the sound of roaring students. The junior and senior 
classes were clustered together in the center of the 
gym while Jason Bower, Senior Class President, 
fought for control by microphone. The anticipa¬ 
tion was overpowering as two participants finally 
emerged. Out of the crowd stepped junior Jacob 
Weiss and senior Michael Whalen. The noise was 
deafening. 

The pressure was astounding as the partici¬ 
pants looked around, noticing all eyes were on them. 
As Weiss prepped, Whalen received support from 
his fellow classmates. The banana eating contest 
had begun. Weiss reached for his first banana and 
ripped it open as fast as he could. Shoving it into 
his mouth with only a movement of his hand, he 
reached for his second. Whalen was on his second 
as well as the seniors grouped in support behind 
him. 

By now, banana chunks had slid down 
Weiss’ chin. The contest neared to an end, and the 


crowd looked around with disbelief. No one knew how 
many bananas had been consumed. No one knew who 
won. 

The banana eating contest was just one of the 
many traditions that students participated in during the 
Thursday night Pep Rally, which was the the climax 
of Homecoming Spirit Week. “Hawaiin Day,” “Crazy 
Hat Day,” and “Class Color Day” were a few other fun 
activities that made up this year’s Spirit Week. 

Before the banana eating contest students 
were entertained by a dance team performance, a song 
by the marching band, and encouraging words from the 
football team. 

Bower called the contest to a close and the 
banana peels were counted. TIE! The students went 
crazy. Seniors and juniors clashed with disagreement 
and the crowd settled after a few moments. 

A “redo” was called as the junior and senior 
classes were asked to choose two other participants. 

The junior class chose Tom Aldridge as Alex Idle- 
men was elected to represent the senior class. “I was 
nervous and my technique of shoving the whole banana 
in at once wasn’t working because I kept gaging. Even 
so. I’m still pretty sure the juniors didn’t win, reguard¬ 
less of what was said,” Idlmen said. After the sixty 
seconds were over, the juniors came out on top. 

After the contest between the junior and se¬ 
niors, the freshman and sophomore classes participated 
in the second round where freshman Diego McCombs 
beat sophomore Brian Rowatt. 

Then came the moment that every freshman 
dreads. “By tradition, would the freshman please 
come onto the floor,” requested Bower. Each freshmen 
looked to their surrounding peers and realized that they 
did not have a choice. “It was really embarassing when 
everybody was looking at us. 1 really didn’t know what 
was going on,” freshman Christine Bass said. 

Slowly but surely, each freshman made their 
way to the gym floor. Uneasiness took over facial 
expressions as they took their place. Some students 
began singing as the other freshmen students mumbled 
the words to “I’m A Little Teapot.” Absolute horror 
fell across their faces as they were instructed to sing it 
again by request of the upperclassmen. 



• fITTLK TKAPOT freshmen Katie Johnson and Katie Dessa (above) make the best out 
embarrassing moment. “It was very embarrassing but I can’t wait to see the freshmen do it 
xt >ear, freshman Jordan Lvnn said. 
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Hon lecon ling 


Stoiy by Allie locson 

Photogrjpl'is by h\^^\c Bbss jivI Allie locsoii 



Sitting patiently in her 10 a.ni. class, senior Maggie 
Hoomanawanui listened as the daily announcements were read. 

Even though the Homecoming Court was going to be announced 
soon, Maggie was not feeling nervous at all. The instant she heard 
her name announced, she smiled and laughed, mostly because she 
was not concerned with getting on court or not. I m sure some 
people get really excited because it’s their dream to make court, but 
at the same time, I wasn’t making fun of it. It’s tun and an honor, 
Maggie explained. 

A week later, Maggie found herselt standing on the 50- 
yard line of the football field at halftime of the Homecoming game. 
The stadium lights beamed down on her and the other court mem¬ 
bers that stood before hundreds of people at Hancock Stadium. 
Maggie looked up to see dozens of students and eager fans await¬ 
ing the Homecoming King and Queen announcement. “At that 
moment, 1 remember my shy side completely coming out because 
I was in front of so many people,” Maggie recalled. Suddenly, she 
felt herself laugh. “I definitely wasn’t focused on winning. That 
didn’t matter to me at all,” Maggie said. 

It finally came down to this moment. They were going to 
announce to everyone, for the first time, who won King and Queen. 
On the field, Maggie was accompanied by the other Homecoming 
Court nominees. Looking down the line, Maggie saw fellow class¬ 
mates Jason Bower, John Solberg, Ericka Holt, Maura Styczynski, 
Chenay McDaniel, Erin Whalheim, and Kate Zimmerman. Nomi¬ 
nees Pat Carroll, Nick Chiodo, and Brady Wrezinski could not join 
them due to their commitment to the U-High football team. 

Finally the announcement was made and Brady Wrezinski 
and Maura Styczynski were crowned the 2003 Homecoming King 
and Queen. Cameras flashed and the crowd roared with approval. 

“I was really excited that someone genuinely nice won. That 
meant a lot and I knew it wasn’t just some joke. A lot of people 
want you to get upset or jealous but I was so happy for each of 
them,” Maggie said. 

As the court festivities concluded, the football team made 
their way back on to the field for the second half. Despite a solid 
effort, the boys were unable to pull off a victory against Pontiac. 

“It was a tough game to lose. Pontiac was one of the most important 
opponents we faced. A few key players were out because of injury 
and we couldn’t seem to fill the gaps,” senior Jeremy Foster said. 

Despite the loss, the students didn’t let it dull their spirits. 
“It’s always disappointing to lose, especially the Homecoming 
game. But there was just too much to look forward to on Saturday 
to let the loss spoil the whole weekend,” junior Dana Harrell said. 

Homecoming wouldn’t be complete without a memorable 
dance to conclude the weekend. The Parisian atmosphere filled the 
school and romanced the air at the Homecoming dance. Couples 
and sweethearts strolled in, amazed at how the beautiful decorations 
and lighting transformed the usually bland lounge into a romantic 
Paris escape. “I really liked the decorations. They set the mood for 
the theme as well as a great night.” junior David Crow said. 


AND THE WINNER IS Senior Maura Stvczvnski smiles in suprise after being 
announced Homecoming Queen. “I was so excited for her. She deserved to Min, 
Junior escort Ben Reeser said. 

The night was also highlighted by the dazzling and timeless 
fashion. The 50’s inspired homecoming dresses were a big hit. making 
fashion statements all around. Enveloped by color and fantastic style, 
this year’s mostly black dresses were highlighted by numerous shades o 
red, pink, purple, and turquoise. While the girls looked glamorous, the 
guys opted for a sophisticated “no tie” look. 

When 9:30 p.m. came around the corner, everyone shuffled into 
Stroud Auditorium for Coronation. As soon as the student body entere . 
the stunning replica of the Eiffel Tower caught their eye. The ceremony 
began, filled with cheers and applause, as the court was announced an 
the 2003 Homecoming King and Queen were crowned. 
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U-HIGH PRIDE Some junior and senior boys (left) bonded while 
showing their “U-High Pride". Despite the encouragement, U-High 
lost to Pontiac, 20-35. “1 wasn’t planning on painting letters onto my 
body. It was kind of a spur of the moment thing," Junior Chance Walker 
explained. Senior Maggie Hoomanawanui (below ) looks towards the 
crowd as she anticipates the Homecoming Court results. “I suddenly 
became shy when I saw how many people showed up," Maggie com¬ 
mented. 



OH SO PRETTY Junior Kelly Knapp (above) 
admires senior Jamie Blass’ sophisticated 
hairstyle topped off w ith a flower. “That is one 
of the highlights of homecoming. Being able to 
get all dressed up expressing your creativity," 
Blass said. Senior Homecoming King Brady 
Wrezinski and senior Queen Maura Styczynski 
(right) sit pretty at the table set for two, on their 
night in Paris. “I was kind of in shock, I never 
really expected to be Homecoming Queen; 1 was 
always the nerdy kid. It was really exciting,” 
Stxczynski said. 
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THE ENTERTAINERS 
Senior Class President Jason 
B(»wer (below) waves goodbye 
to the student body and fellow 
graduating seniors during 
the last performance of the 
night. The senior class (right) 
gathers on stage and share 
farewells. 
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Class Night 

By Melissa Morrow 
Photos By A/lalloiy McCoy 

Major controversy erupted during the 
planning of Class Night this year, as students ex¬ 
pressed frustration over format changes created 
last year. 

While tradition and comedy remained 
important parts of the evening, the administra¬ 
tion required all sketches to be pre-recorded and 
pre-approved. This changed the atmosphere 
from previous Class Nights significantly. 

“There were no wills or bequeaths, the 
band was hard core, and there was more empha¬ 
sis on teacher humor, general humor, rather than 
on attacking students. 1 think we still managed to 
make it as funny as possible,” said senior Maura 
Styczynski, who was a member of the seven 
student Class Night committee. 

From the beginning, the Class Night 
committee knew that the administration was 
going to have a great deal of influence on Class 
Night. “We knew from the start it wasn’t going 
to be easy and we knew that what we did would 
affect all other Class Nights,” senior Tim Hajek, 
another committee member, said. “In order to 
please the faculty, we met once a week, present¬ 
ing our ideas and then discussed what was appro¬ 
priate and what was not.” 

Dealing with the fact that all of the skits 
had to be pre-recorded meant many extra hours 
of work. 

“Our committee spent countless hours 
putting the movie together and everything else 
that goes with Class Night. We started working 
at the beginning of February and we met every 
Friday,” Styczynski said, “Tim Hajek especially 
spent almost all his spare time creating the 
video.” Hajek spent approximately 70 hours 
preparing for Class Night. 

At Class Night most everything ran 
smoothly. “We had to get rid of a few skits the 
day of Class Night, but other than that things 
went well,” Styczynski said and added, “We had 
to cut a lot of stuff'last minute. Unfortunately, 
since we .saved the best for last during the prac¬ 
tice, two of the funniest skit were cut.” 

Class Night ended with the traditional 
moving up of classes and a dance. “1 think the 
passing of the lamp of knowledge is just as 
important as the other features of Class Night,” 
Hajek said. The passing of the lamp signifies 


that each class has moved on, from incoming 
freshman to outgoing .seniors. 

Just before the dance, the outgoing 
seniors were asked to leave Stroud for the last 
time. “It felt strange leaving Stroud with my 
clas.smates for the last time. The last four years 
have gone by fast, and we were all sad to leave 
our friends, but at the same time we are all 
looking forward to next year,” Hajek said. 

“It was weird,” Styczynski added. “It 
was like we were all growing up, and leaving a 
piece of our childhood behind. We were leav¬ 
ing a school we’d been in for the past four years 
of our life. 

“At the time, it felt unreal. 1 don’t 
think many of us believed the truth: this was 
the very last time our class would be in Stroud 
together for the rest of our lives.” 



I*I.A^"^HAT FHNK\' Ml'SIC .Senior Josh Kossman 
(r^^ht) plays the guitar during one of the video breaks at 
('lass Ni^ht. 
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SHAKK VOl RTAIL 
FKATHKRS Senior 
C'henay McDaniel shows 
everyone how to get 
down at the black light 
dance. “Dances are a 
way to let go and be 
your on choreographer,” 
McDaniel said. 





CiK n IN .|1(I(|^’ W 11'H rr sophomore and t'reshman girls (above) dance together in ^ 
the rVVIRP dance. “Stag or with f riends I W IRP is a fun dance anyone can enjoy; ^ 

Kelse\ F.llefson said. Senior Josh Kossman and seni(»r Andrea Ingersoll (left) feel ^ .jj-yi 
at 1 WIRP. “VV hen the music starts bumping there is only one thing left to do. jjrab a 
lady and bust a move,” Kossman said. 
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Bustin’ 3 Move 


Dances 


Stoiy by bn lie Bbss 

Photographs by binie BLass & AUie locson 

The big night is finally here. As you search your 
closet for your hottest outfit, your friends are giggling in 
front of the mirror. Whether it’s the Back to School dance 
or even Prom, there's always excitement in the preparation. 
High school holds numerous memories for everyone, from 
classes to football games, but the dances are some of the 
most special moments. 

Anticipation came quickly for the Back to School 
dance, as the event often gives students a chance to deter¬ 
mine who changed the most over the summer or who's 
with who. It tends to be a favorite simply because it brings 
everyone together after a long, enjoyable summer. ‘The 
Back to School dance was awesome, even though I was an 
incoming freshmen. It helped me meet people and hang 
out with them for the first time," Hailey McDaniel said. 

Just a month later, the alumni returned for tra¬ 
ditional Homecoming festivities. The week eventually 
wrapped up on the big night of the dance. Girls strutted 
around in dresses of all sorts of deep colors were while the 
guys were looking sharp in their nice shirts and matching 
ties. This year's theme took us to the city of 
love, Paris. The life-size Eiffle Tower topped 
it off along with the cafe settings all around 
the lounge. Roses and wine glasses were 
small but effective add-ons to the decorations. 

“That Eiftle Tower not knowing what we had 
gotten ourselves into. It came to us in a thin 
box full of thousands of pieces. Thankfully a 
group of boys stepped up and put it together 
for us. I don't know what we would have done 
without them," senior Erin Wahlheim said. 

The Winter Ball was cancelled this 
year because it had never been very successful. 

Instead the senate decided to host U-High's 
first talent show, with the hopes of raising 
funds for Christmas charities. “We were look¬ 
ing forward to a dance, but the talent show 
ended up being a big hit," sophomore Nani 
Bhat commented, “and it raised way more 
money." 

Without having a dance since Octo¬ 
ber, students were eager to get their groove on 
when January rolled around. The Key Club's 
annual Black light Dance was a hit this year 
as everyone partied the night away after a Pioneer victory 
basketball game. “Decorating our shirts has always been 
my favorite part." senior Ericka Holt said. “That way we all 
glow with our white tanks and neon splatter paint." 

As spring break came and went, students prepared 


to show off their tans at this year's TWIRP. The theme, 
“Come Sail Away," brought the feeling of a vacation cruise 
to life. The nautical decorations transformed the lounge 
into a real marina. “It was set up so cute," senior Rachel 
Joseph said, “The dance was okay, but I was more excited 
about how it looked." 

Eventually, the dance that takes the most prepara¬ 
tion of all was approaching. The juniors conducted numer¬ 
ous meetings to plan the most enchanting Prom. Girls 
began their dress searches months before, while the guys 
ordered their tuxes and flowers. Dinner and after prom 
plans had everyone frantic about setting up the perfect night. 
The theme was “The Way You Look Tonight," and the deco¬ 
rations of classy materials and candles created a romantic 
setting. The night ran smoothly as the DJ switched up the 
music to fit everyone’s requests. The juniors put on quite 
a remarkable event. “They did a good job and made it a 
memorable night for us seniors," Kaylan Guzman said, “We 
were very thankful for that." 

U-High provides multiple events to fulfill our 
weekends, but nothing can beat the dances. From getting all 


dressed up to grooving with your pals, the dances provide a 
safe and fun atmosphere that everyone enjoys. “They’re just 
every so often that when one comes up, we're all pumped to 
go," senior Anni Johnson said, “They're an awesome place 
to see all .sorts of people come together and have fun no 
matter who they're with." 



BRKAK IT DOW N The senior girls get a little groovy at the Back to School Dance. 
“That dance is al\> avs one of the most fun dances of the school year," senior Sarah Glass 
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ON Junior Nathan Wonell (belo>^) 
lauuhs as he tries to figure (»ut his sear before 
takins the climb on the indoor climhins wall at 

After Prom. 
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ALLSMIPKS Drue Mocker 
and Teryn Brown. 2(HMKi« 
and Queen, (above) (wse | 
for a picture after being 
crowned. Junior CJ Johns®* 

(left) has a blast as heines 

out the casino tent. 


20 CUrioiJ 













































The W^y VoLi Look Tonight 

Pron'i 


By Allie locson 

Photos By Allie locsoii, Molloiy McCoy 


Bloomington-Normal was a bustling 
town of prom-goers the night of May 1,2004. 
Along with four other high schools, U-High 
made the evening special and provided a fun 
night for students. The night began with Grand 
March, traditionally held in Stroud Auditorium, 
at 4:30 p.m. While parents and underclassmen 
gathered inside, the students lined up outside 
waiting for their turn to walk onto the stage. 

The night’s theme song, ‘The Way You 
Look Tonight,” was played softly as each couple 
walked into the auditorium. Their gazes falling 
instantly upon the beautiful backdrop created 
by the junior class. With an iron gate peaking 
from behind the students made their way over a 
bridge where they paused between two life-like 
ponds. Continuing on, they stopped for a picture 
and made their way to the back of Stroud. 

“It took a long time to make Grand 
March happen,“ junior Sarah Hall said, “but it 
was totally worth it. We basically made every¬ 
thing from scratch but you definitely can’t tell.” 

Once every pair had walked across, 

Drue Hocker and Teryn Brown were crowned 
2004 Prom King and Queen. Applause filled the 
auditorium and everyone knew that the student 
body was pleased with the results. The other 
members of Prom Court included: Allie Aage- 
sen, Christina Chojnacki, Erika Holt, Maggie 
Hoomanawanui, Maura Styezynski, and Kate 
Zimmerman, Justin Berry, Nick Chiodo, Chris 
George, Drue Hocker, Ryan Huettc, Shane Irvin 
and Brady Wrezinski. 

The dance itself was held at Miller Park 
Pavillion where the elegance was overpowering 
and the mood lifted up anyone’s spirits. “The 
atmosphere was awesome, especially with all of 
my friends around me. Once you get to the end 
of the night, you realize that Prom isn't that big 
of a deal. You realize that it’s just another night 
with the people that make you laugh and keep 

you in a good mood,” junior Mallory McCoy 
said. 

Professional pictures by Photography 
by Kent were available from 5 to 9 p.m. and 
were located on the upperlevel of the pavillion. 



The backdrop, designed by Juniors Ben Reeser 
and Catherine Anhalt, was created from sheer 
white fabric and appropriate flowers ranging in 
colors from a deep red to vivid yellow. “I was 
happy with how the background looked espe¬ 
cially with the budget. We were aiming for an 
elegant yet casual feel. That’s how the entire 
night was really, “junior Catherine Anhalt said. 

After the last slow song ended the fun 
continued at U-High’s after-prom party, hosted 
by the Booster’s Club. Here U-High students 
could enjoy themselves in a safe environment 
located in Redbird Arena. “We were really 
fortunate to get the Arena,” parent and coordina¬ 
tor Joan Stralow said, “We were able to set 


LUCKY NKJUT Junior Taylor Hriicker looks to sophomore Kmily riiomseii for help 
she partieipaetes in one of the many activities found under the Casino Tent. 


activities and not worry about space at all.” 

The beach theme was emphasized with 
beach balls, flip flops, and an Ice Cream Truck. 
“How cool is it when you have your own Ice 
Cream Truck? It doesn’t get much better than 
that,” senior Ale.x Idleman said. And it didn’t get 
much better than that. 

The night was filled with first experi¬ 
ences and lasting memories both. The seniors 
said goodbye to their last high school prom and 
the juniors prepared for an equally special night 
for 2005. 


Prom 



























Wliat It’s Like 


To Be Prom Qiieen 
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Stoiy by Alex Idleiiun 
Photograpli by AlUe locsoii 

Teryn Brown never expected to be elected prom 
queen. She was amazed that the class had even elected her to 
be on prom court, and she was certain that someone who was 
more popular than her would put on the tiara and take pictures 
with the king. "At first I was like, no one in this school likes 
me or even knows who I am,” Brown said. Teryn was wrong. 

Here she was; Cinderella with a twist. Brown’s high 
school dance experiences had all ended badly, reaching rock 
bottom last year when no one asked her to prom. "I hadn t 
had any fun at dances going back to the sixth grade. They ve 
always been so bad and I’d feel so depressed when I went 
home," Brown said. 

At school Teryn has a quiet manner that is easy to 
overlook, and overlooked she was for three and a halt years by 
U-High boys. When she was asked to prom this year, it look 
her a day to decide whether or not she would go, since prom is 
so costly and deep down she was afraid that this dance would 
be just like the others, boring and depressing. Teryn had little 
incentive to take a young man up on his offer to go to prom 
together, but she took a chance on him. 

Many students approached Teryn that week with 
smiles and encouragements of how they had voted her for 
court. “It was so nice of everyone to say that and nice of them 
to vote but 1 really didn’t think that there was enough people 
that would actually pull the majority. 

Brown didn’t know she could make court, but a bigger 
surprise was yet to come as the members of court lined up on 
stage in Stroud Auditorium. “1 definitely wasn’t expecting to 
win,’’ Brown said. “When they called my name I just stood 
there.’’ She was so shocked that she had to be told by the other 
members of court to go accept the tiara before she understood 
what was happening. While Teryn was shocked and subdued, 
that was not the case with her family and friends. “My mom 
was screaming and crying saying ‘oh my baby’ and my friends 
were so excited,’’ Brown said. 

However, the thing Teryn will remember the most 
about prom night was the attention that she received from 
everyone, including her date. “I’m not used to being the center 
of attention. I’m used to being a wallflower,’’ Brown said. 

“There is nothing about prom that 1 would change. 
That’s a good feeling to have, one that is a necessity for all 
prom queens since, after all, it is their night.’’ Brown said. 
Brown proved the fact that even the wallflowers will get there 
turn to dance. 
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SHK’S BEAUTY AND SHE'S GRACE Senior I'nmi Queen Teryn 

™,.nv ,.,...1 to share Ihose mom' 


with Kinii Drue Hocker. “nm#* it was 


together,” Brown said. 
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Qubs 2004 


When applying to University High and writing the 
answer to the essay question ‘What do you plan to con¬ 
tribute to the school,’ many students will explain on how 
they intend on joining several clubs and getting the most 
out of their four years here. Although this may seem like 
the typical answer that most 8th graders choose to use and 
think would impress the administration the most, most 
students do find themselves in several clubs before their 
first year is complete. 

Hundreds ot students become active in at least 
one, usually more clubs throughout the school year. One 
t ing we are always reminded about is being our own 
person and being able to express our emotions. To help 
capitalize on everyone’s unique personality nothing is 
easier than Joining a club that allows interests to develop, 
tu^^ locks of love, film, Brome and beyond, to cul- 
^^e ^l^h U-High has it covered for everyone to have the 


opportunity to get involved. 

In Just one school year much is accomplished 
throughout the various activities, helping out in the 
community, painting flags in our hallways, making 
robots, decorating for dances, and successfully compet¬ 
ing in intense speech competitions is Just a short list 
of the various achievements. Not only do the students 
participate in clubs, some are even student established. 
Both Locks of Love and Film Club were started by stu¬ 
dents looking to further their interests and ideas. 

The responsibility and involvement of students 
is amazing, and is something that is used every year to 
make each club a success. New clubs are established 
regularly and make an instant impact to the school. 
Character Counts developed into a program to remind 
students of their actions, and mentoring freshman 
explaining the ins and outs of high school. 


Lillie 
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Cre^tivify 

Al t Qiib 


Stoiy by AUie Icxson 

Photographs by lantie’ Bbss and AUio ocson 

Art Club began the year by surprising most of 
U-High’s student body by painting over the mural that was 
located on the wall of the school store. The original mura . 
which was painted nine years ago, contained many rea is ic 

portraits of everyday life. 

“1 noticed it was very damaged and so I moved the 
table away and saw a few dents. It just made sense to paint 
over it,” club advisor, Mike Henning said. Members of the 

club were rather afraid to take on the project. 

‘it was a pretty intimidating job. A lot ot the stu- 
dent body had opinions on what they expected and what they 
didn’t expect. We Just took it one step at a time.” sophomore 

Erica Olson said. 

Those in Art Club pulled together different aspects 
of U-High pertaining to clubs and organizations. Things 
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JUST A DAB Junior Chrissy Reineke bend.s down to dip her brush in 
the water pale on the paint cart. “Paintiii}* the mural was a ^reat experi¬ 
ence, I think the pop art an^le was a really jjood idea,” Reineke said. 


such as Key Club, Debate, Orchesis. and Science Club 
were included on the mural. Instead of mirroring the 
last mural, the art club decided to lake “pop art” ap¬ 
proach. Taking smooth, bright colors, the students 
painted color blocks underneath the solid black images. 

“I really like the work we produced on the mu¬ 
ral. We took a lot of different characteristics pertaining 
to U-High and let them take the spotlight for awhile. 1 
think once it was finished, the student body was able to 
appreciate it. It gives a lot of life to the lounge. If s a 
lot more colorful and seems to be more imincd,” junior 
Catherine Anhalt said. The project took the entire year 

to complete. 

Besides the school store mural, members of 
Art Club were able to help the Theatre Department with 
another project. Not painted directly onto the wall, the 
students replicated the “Comedy and Tragedy icon 
along with many details to go along with Orchestra. 

The painting was hung just like the Pioneer mural, 
framed in Plexiglas. 

“Art Club is the kind of club that you can go 
to and not feel stressed at all,” junior Keely Scott said, 

“Mr. Henning makes the atmosphere warm and inviting 
and a great place to express your artistic ability. Plus, 

Mr. Henning cracks some great jokes.” 

Besides mural painting the art program has many 
individual advantages to those interested in art. “Besides 
the after school art club 1 am in two art clas.ses. One is an 
independent study and one is an AP art course,' senior Mike 
Brown said, “Mr. Henning always opens up the art room. 1 can 
work on any of my projects at various hours in the day. It s 
cool to have that individual time to improve my skills and get 
a better understanding of the best techniques and ideas. 

Mr. Henning also gave students the opportunity to 
expand on artistic talents that may not be offered as classes. 
“Photography is not offered as a class at U-High but is 
something that really interests me. Mr. Henning allows me to 
experiment and work with photos even though he may not be 
an expert. It’s just cool to see not a lot of limits be pul on our 
talents, interests and minds,” junior Mallory McCoy said. 

Art club tackled a lot of projects this year and will 
have many more to complete in the future. “I felt like we 
accomplished a lot this year. We had two huge projects to 
complete and we finished them with a lot of U-High support. 
Henning said. 
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SMOOTH ROLLKR 
Senior Mike Brown 
(above) rolls a wire into 
a screen printing I'raine 
pulling the screen smooth 
and tight. “Screen print¬ 
ing has been my point 
of concentration for the 
year and is something 
I hope to pursue in my 
future,” Brow n said. 
Junior Mallory McCoy 
(left) worked on painting 
the mural that covers the 
w alls of the school store. 
“VVe started the mural 
in August and its been a 
blast to paint. I think it 
will be truly cool as an 
alum to come hack and 
know that I helped paint 
the infamous mural,” 
McCoy said. 
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Fxperieii diig the P^st 

H'lstoiy Club 



Stoiy by Alex Leach 

Photographs by Histoiy Qub Membeis 

Generally the word “history” is off-putting to students. It 
brinas up thouahts of long drawn out lectures about the One-Hun- 
dredVears War and the Crusades, events that happened hundreds ot 
years ago that don't affect us one bit now. So it’s easy to think that 


LORI) HL.\R OL'R PR.WER History Club members knelt and prayed at tbe Rockefeller Chapel in Chicago. “I was 
amazed at the architectural styling there,” senior Jeff Kerestes said. 

the history club is a complete waste of time unless for anyone that 
isn't a history buff. That couldn’t be any further from the truth. 

“1 was never the kind of student that was eager for any sort 
of history class. 1 mean, 1 didn’t mind it but it didn’t make or break 
my day. One day I was invited by a classmate to a History Club 
meeting and it was completely different from what 1 had expected,” 
senior Rachel Severson said. “We watched Monty Python’s History 
of the World Part 1 and it was a blast. After that 1 just kept going to 
the meetings. It’s a lot different than I expected, we have discussions 
and watch movies periodically throughout the year, much different 
than a typical history class.” 

History Club is in it’s tenth year and had 20 members, and 
still headed by nine-year sponsor Peggy Scott. But if you ask her, 
she’ll say that the club is actually run by the students. “Scott is great. 

History Club could also be called Social Sciences Club because we 
not only go over historical things but also relate them to the current 
world. Scott knows a lot about current event topics and we have 
some good discussions at our meetings,” senior Alex Idleman said. 

Out of all of the clubs at U-High, History Club was one of 


the most active. Meeting once a month, the members engage in 
activities all year round. Every November the club sells Gobble 
Grams that students can send to one another as a fund raiser forth 
group. They also have an annual Quiz Bowl, which puts studenis^ 
against faculty members. This year’s winners were the faculty as 

usual, with Bob Neuleib and Scott 

being the stars of the team. The 
Club also tries to go listen to a 
speaker or have a guest come into 
the .school. This year two U-High 
alums, who now go to college in 
Iowa, came in to talk to the group 
about the upcoming election and 
how the Iowa Caucus works. The 
discussion was a lot of fun for the 
students as the speakers brought in 
cookies for the group that related to 
the election and made it into more 
of an open discussion rather than a 
lecture. 

Another annual event for Histo¬ 
ry Club, and easily the most popular, 
is a trip to somewhere that relates to 
history. This year the group visited 
the Oriental Institute in Chicago. 
The museum features Ancient 
history, ancient meaning Middle 
Eastern. They also went to the Ro- 
bie House, which was designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright. “The trip last 
year was my favorite part and this 
year was no different. You don’t really get to see a lot of Ancient 
history; it’s usually European history that you’ve seen a thousand 
times. This was a different and fresh experience tor everyone in our 
group,” Severson said. “It’s one of the rare field trips that I think 
most students look forward to. It’s far different than going on some 
boring tour of a factory or something of that sort. We have the 
freedom to take as long as we want there and look at the things that 
we are actually interested in,” Severson added. 

“I would tell kids not to let the name put them oft. 
one with any sort of an interest should definitely come to a meet 
ing and bring a friend. You never know who has a hidden love or 

politics and world history,” Severson said. 

History Club has provided a place tor students with t e 
slightest interest in history, a place to come together. It 
been an opportunity for students who may not have the biggo^ 
petite tor history to come and learn it in an entirely difforent 
Going strong for ten years now. History Club welcomes all stu 
to come and try it out at least once. 
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Fellowship of On'istLan Athletes 


StoO' by SjFcjh hbll 
rhotogrjplts by Ailie locsoii 

There are not many clubs at U-High that can say they 
have sent their members to stand in the freezing cold outside 
of Target. This is exactly what members of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes did this past December. As one of their service 
projects, they gathered four people together to participate in bell 
ringing for the Salvation Army. The group of four took turns in 
pairs, while the other group was inside Target trying to warm up. 

“Bell ringing (with a little caroling) was a great way to 
witness and take part in the joy of the holidays. This allowed 
us to do something beneficial for the community,” .senior Maura 
Styczynski said. The group felt that they were really able to touch 
peoples’ lives while brightening their day by bell ringing and 
caroling. During the four hours the group was there, a woman 
came to them when she noticed they were caroling and asked if 
they could sing her favorite Christmas song, ‘Silent Night’. The 
group agreed to sing the song and as they did, the woman began to 
cry. Another man, astounded by how they just stood in the cold, 
bought them all hot chocolate. 

In the warmer fall weather, FCA held a picnic at Fair- 
view Park where they had a guest speaker. Tori Gaumer. She’s a 
pole-vaulter at ISU and spoke to the students mainly about dating 
relationships. Gaumer also spoke about what it’s like to be a 
Christian in college. She explained that even though sometimes it 
may be hard to stick to what you believe in college, there are a lot 
ot different Bible studies that you can be apart of. The talk was 
followed by a cookout to have everyone in the group get to know 
each other better. “The speaker had a lot of interesting things 
to .say and I had a lot of fun hanging out with everyone,” junior 
Michael Erdman .said. 

FCA is, of course, more than picnics and service activi¬ 
ties. The group’s main purpo.se is to study the Bible and relate the 



»8ether at the FCA meeting. “FCA is Just a good time for us to chill and relate 
"'th other students,” Hall said. 



WORSHIP .lunior Meredith Skaggs leads the .students in a worship 
set before the meeting begins. “I loved worshipping with kids from our 
.school. It Just says something about the attitudes and intimacy of the 
group,” Skaggs said. 

Study to their athletic experiences. “FCA gave us the opportu¬ 
nity to get to know each other on a deeper level. We were able to 
be comfortable with each other and have fun but at the same time 
we were able to be serious and learn from the lesson as well as 
from one another,” junior Meredith Skaggs said. 

The meetings were held every other Sunday at Christ 
Church PC A. Some of the topics that FCA covered this past 
year were; talents that you have and how you can use them for 
God’s purpose, miracles that happen in our everyday lives and 
making decisions by asking for God’s help. A regular meeting 
consisted of everyone getting together at the beginning and pray¬ 
ing before the lesson began. After prayer, whoever led the lesson 
that week would give different people Bible verses to read. The 
verses would then connect to the topic of the message. After the 
les.son everyone is asked if they have any prayer requests and the 
meeting is closed in prayer. 

FCA has stepped up at U-High and allowed people to 
.see what they live for. No matter if they are going through a les¬ 
.son, playing a sport, or .serving others in their community, they 
always stand up for what they believe in. 
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HRKJH I OPPOR ri'MTIKS Senior Jordan Maty working"* 

inductees on scholarship opportunities, “\\ehadaloto . 
the committee this year. It's ^ood to see new members step 
our shoes,” Macv said. 
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C()N(JR.Vri)LATl()NS Junior 
Matt Miller (risht) shakes hands 
with senior NHS President Kate 
Zimmerman at the induction cere¬ 
mony. “I hope next year the future 
memhers continue to improve and 
uphold the standards that NHS 
has committed tm),” Zimmerman 
said. Junior Jordan Busse (below ) 
si^ns the induction hook making 
him an official member of NHS. 
'Mt was an honor to be inducted 
and Pm looking forward to getting 
involved more,” Busse said. 























































FLi lfilling Expectatio ns 

MatiomL Honor Society 


Stoiy by Kjte Zin'inieniun 
Photographs by Bji bjrj B<aker 

Let’s clear up some confusion about National Honor 
Society, or NHS. NHS is a national society, hence the name, 
that honors students in areas of scholarship, leadership, char¬ 
acter, and service. It is also a club at U-High that does service 
work around the community, but it is different from other 
clubs in that students must meet requirements, apply, and be 
chosen to become members. 

“Any student who meets an accumulative GPA of 3.5 
is eligible,” NHS sponsor, Shyla Anderson, said. “They are 
extended an invitation to apply. They fill out an application 
that asks about their leadership, character, and service, inside, 
but more importantly, outside the classroom. The applications 
are then reviewed by a faculty committee.” 

This process of selection has been in existence for 
many years, however. Principal Gary O’Malley feels the crite¬ 
ria is somewhat subjective. “I would like to see more respon¬ 
sibility placed on students about the contributions they make,” 
O’Malley said. 

One factor stressed at the induction ceremony every 
year is that being involved in NHS doesn’t mean members 
merely receive a label to put on their college applications. In 
fact, O’Malley believes that NHS is losing some of its pres¬ 
tige. “It looks good on an application, but not as good as it 
did ten years ago,” O’Malley said. 

Junior Melissa Morrow knows that at many other 
schools, NHS isn’t even an active club. “(At other schools) 
NHS is just a title and the club itself doesn’t do anything,” 
Morrow said. 

This is not the case for NHS at U-High. “This year, 
we led a project to provide Christmas gifts Ibr several fami¬ 
lies in our community,” said Anderson; “The response was 
overwhelming! We provided food, clothing, toys and other 
necessities for families in the area. In the spring, we visited 
a children’s ward in a selected area hospital and take videos/ 
DVD’s to entertain the children there.” 

Improvements were made this year in NHS as well. 

“I thought that more people made efforts to go to meetings 
and to participate,” Anderson said and added. “I also liked 
having a newsletter for people who could not attend meetings 
regularly, so they could keep up on what was being done and 
join in. Our officers worked hard, and took their responsibili¬ 
ties seriously.” 

Students involved in this club do take their responsi¬ 
bilities seriously. Senior Maura Styczynski was the Treasurer 
of the club this year and was proud of her role. “It is an honor 


because not only does it take someone with good grades, but 
also someone with outstanding character and achievements.” 

Morrow was pleasantly surprised about being 
admitted as a sophomore last year. “I was excited because 
I worked very hard on my application and wasn’t sure if I 
would get in.” She is looking to take on more of a challenge 
next year. “I’d like to have a leadership position next year. 
Hopefully, I will get elected,” Morrow said. 

Despite the sometimes misconstrued views of NHS, 
Anderson describes the members as smart, fun, ambitious, 
and hard working. “The students who make the cut and 
become members of NHS are very goal-oriented and driven. 
They keep me on my toes and remind me constantly of the 
good in people,” Anderson said. 

According to Anderson, plan on next year to be 
pretty much the same for NHS at U-High. “Our goal is be 
examples of good character, and we will continue to serve 
and select projects that benefit our school and community,” 
she added. 



KKKP THK CANDLE IU'RNIN(J Senior .leff Kerestes lights the 
candles at the NHS Induction Ceremony. “It was cool to see the NHS 
traditions being passed on to the new inductees,” Kerestes said. 
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LKAF HV LKAF Sophomore Key 
Club members Kevin Bailey and 
Alayna (Jallajiher (ri^ht) work 
bard ^ettin^ their leaves into a pile. 
“ Key C lub has been a great way to 
get involved and help out. Raking 
the leaves this year was hard work 
hut hanging out with kids from 
school was fun,” Bailey said. 
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MFRR\ PAINl'INCi Senior Key C'luh members .left Kerestes and Britne> Ki-'l 
ner (left) decorate the BroMenn atrium for the holiday season. ” Painting; 
good idea and really fun to do. I hope this is a tradition that they hold on to m 
the future Jeff Kerestes said. Junior Jonathan Ken (above) works hard wd ^ 
sophomore Brian Benson to mop the floors at the missi«)n. “I feel that helping 
out others is something important and all people should try to when the\ ean 
Ken said. 
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Sei A/ing Others 


Key Qiib 


Stoiy by CoLii tney Bustle 
Photographs by Allie locson & Mitch Bcjker 
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Key Club has managed to maintain its popularity 
throughout the years as well as being able to keep a 
strong emphasis on building quality leadership skills 
throughout the community. The international orga¬ 
nization is one of the oldest and largest service pro¬ 
grams for high school students around the country to 
participate in. It is funded solely by annual dues paid 
by each member. The core values the group concen¬ 
trates on are building character, caring, and inclu¬ 
siveness which were all demonstrated by this year’s 
co-presidents Jennie Wang and Jackie Rubenacker. 

“I thought this year we have definitely demonstrated 
our will to provide a service to the community. The 
canned food drive and the leaf raking activities were 
both very successful," Wang said. 

The club at U-High consisted of approximately 
sixty-five members and twelve executive members 
who hold meetings twice a month. Members are 
required to volunteer in at least three projects each 
semester along with paying their annual membership 
dues. Counselor Sandy Brown donated her spare 
time to be the official sponsor of the club and their very eventful 
schedule. 

Every other Wednesday, Key Club volunteered their time 
with Recycling for Families. Recycling for Families is an organiza¬ 
tion in our community that collects and refurbishes used furniture, 
and then donates it to families in need. U-High's Key Club buys and 
donates cleaning products to the organization, as well as lending a 
hand in actually cleaning the second-hand furniture. 

The fall season brought much success to the club who 
kicked off the year with trick-or-treating for UNICEF and raking 
leaves around town for the elderly who needed a little extra help 
tending their yards. UNICEF is an organization that supports and 
tights tor children’s rights around the world. “People were really 
nice and everyone was willing to donate some money, plus 1 had an 
excuse to go trick-or-treating," senior publicity chairperson Andrea 
Ingersoll said. 

This year the turnout for leaf raking was large, all bearing 
the bitterness of a fall day, leaving many houses clear and leat-tree. 

This was probably my favorite activity of the whole year. People 
iire so gratetul for all of the hard work that we do," senior club secre¬ 
tary Brittney Kistner said. In November the members also hosted a 
canned food drive. Flyers were passed out around local subdivisions 
and school. The food was then collected a week later and donated to 
the Clare House. 

In December the Christmas spirit was alive and well as 
students showed off their gift-wrapping skills to the Barnes & Noble 
customers. “It was a lot of fun to get together with a group ot 
Iriends and help out in the community," junior Sarah Hall said. They 
traveled to the Blair House and brought their singing abilities with 


them to sing Christmas carols for all of the residents listening enjoy¬ 
ment. 

During the month of February, the club was responsible 
for organizing and sponsoring the ever popular black light dance. 
T-Shirts were sold the week before the dance for five dollars each; 
students were then able to design their own shirt which eventually was 
their ‘ticket’ into the dance. Others who didn’t take the time to make 
a shirt earlier in the week joined the excitement that night by paying 
at the door, making the total amount collected near thirteen-hundred 
dollars. The dance was quite a success, while all proceeds were do¬ 
nated to Hammit School. “It was the best dance all year. It was fun to 
decorate shirts with all your friends, and you can always count on a lot 
of people attending," sophomore Lindsay Bustle said. 

Whether it was volunteering their time around town or 
sponsoring entertainment at school. Key Club had a major impact on 
student life here at U-High. The strong executive board established a 
club that will be able to build off of for even better leadership in years 
to come. 



MAKIN(; A DIFFKRKNCK .lunior .lesst* Bower works on briiiKiiiK a 
little more cheer to the holiday season lor those at the BroMenn hos- 
pitol. “Ifs really cool to he able to do soniethlnt» that brings a smile to 
your face knowing that it w ill also he bringing smiles to many others." 
Bower said. 
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“WYSE has allowed me to compare mysell with other 
people in the area. It allows me to see where I rank and how I can 
improve,” senior Shondip Chakravaiiy said. Worldwide Youth m 
Science and Engineering Academic Challenge, known as WYSE, 
is a scholastic challenge U-High students have the opportunity to 
participate in each year. 

At the WYSE competition students challenge other schools 
by testing in teams, and as individuals. They test in the subject 
areas of math, biology, chemistry, English, engineering graphics, 
computer fundamentals, and physics. Teams in each division are 
made up of schools according to the number ot students they have. 
They compete for first, second, and third place, where they receive 
trophies or medallions for their efforts. The first and second place 
teams and individuals go on from ISU to Sectionals, to try again to 
move on to State. The contest is organized statewide by the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois College of Engineering. 

In order to prepare for the competition, some students 
review old tests they have taken in school, while others use the 
online tests provided by WYSE from previous years, which helps to 
sharpen up their academic skills prior to the competition. Students 
can test their present knowledge by doing this, and then work on 
areas where they appeared weak on in past tests. 

Regionals are held at Illinois State University’s Bone 
Student Center Ballroom annually. It is sponsored by the McLean 



1)11) YOU KNOW? Senior Sarah IH^cr, (ab«W WksTnheMeTTiWvT 
c^pvunon. -WV.SE is real cha..e„«e, I .,.i„. i.-, a really «.K.d 



County Community Compact and co¬ 
operatively hosted by the Compact and 
Illinois State University for area students. 

Regionals is one of the largest in the state 
with nine to ten high schools participating 
each year. U- High participates at the 700 
division with other schools who have fewer 
than 700 students in their schools. Over the 
past several years, U-High has been fortu¬ 
nate in being the first place team in Region¬ 
als in their division several times. The team 
has often traveled to Bradley University in 
Peoria to test in the Sectional Competition 
and on to the University of Illinois for State 
many times, as well. 

Why do students prepare to take 
extra tests? Why would they think that test¬ 
ing is fun? WYSE has been known to be 
a good social experience and an academic 
challenge. “I enjoyed the WYSE competi¬ 
tion because they were academically chal¬ 
lenging. This gave me the opportunity to 
compare myself with others in the surrounding area, beonaieam,^ 
and experience winning and losing in an academic setting," senior!* 
Sandhya Chandrasekaran said. 

WYSE also gave students the opportunity to improve 
their test-taking skills, while preparing and reviewing previous 
materials. “I want to do WYSE again, becau,se 1 really gettochal-i 
lenge my test-taking skills. We also get to have the opportunit) w 
receive awards, and when you obtain these, you feel good about 
yourself,” sophomore Anne Stein said. U-High collects a high 
percentage of awards through this whole process. Even if your 
working as a team or as an individual, you are all coming together^ 
to represent U-High. 

Tom Holbrook and Janice Ives were the sponsors of the 
WYSE team. They worked with students on preparation and take 
the time to help the team get registered and ready to compete- 
They also speak with students about their strengths and weakness^ 
es in their individual test taking areas. They worked with 


them to strengthen the cleficiencies. This can make a n'ajor*'. 
f'erence on an upcoming ACT or SAT if students pay 

look at what can be done to Strengthen these areas. 

incredible activity to be involved in because we get 


to coiiif^^^ 

so many different levels in all different subjects. 1 
because we meet to take practice exams and then there s ^ 
crash course on the bus ride down to Sectionals and State, 
Jennie Wang said. 
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Senior Shondip Chakravarty 
(left) receives the chemistry 
award at the Regional WVSE 
competition. “I was surprised 
to win, I really wasn’t expect¬ 
ing it,” Chakravarty said. 


Wl«t It’s like 

To Do It Alt 

Stofy by Uinie Bbss 
Htotogi-^phs by WYSE Tejiii 


WYSE is referred to as the “nerd team” a lot. “It makes me 
laugh. Although I may be classified as a ‘smart kid’ it really doesn’t 
l^other me. Especially since this year WYSE team was very siiccess- 
lul, senior Brian Sinn said. Sinn has been a member of WYSE tor 
two years. “I joined WYSE not really knowing what to expect. But 
^ YSE has been a place where you’re not afraid to show ott your aca- 
tlemic side. In tact being the nerdy smart kid makes you the cool kid 
on the WYSE team,’’Sinn said. 

WYSE is very competitive. The team finished the year 
‘tniu/ingly overall with a regional, sectional, and lourth place state 
ophy. However, all Brian’s success didn’t just come trom .Sinns 
oudemics. Sinn is also a three sport varsity member ot the swim, 
th^‘V country. Living forty-five minutes away he makes 

of' possible staying in town, which usually consists 

school for a practice and going straight to a Chem. 

Ien>‘ three letter sports and being a part of WYSE was chal- 
ex ^ really cool experience because I feel like I got to 

•once both athletics as well as academic activities, Sinn said. 



('H AMIMONS Senior WYSK members capture the moment when they receive 
their Resional trophv. “Resionals was excitinu for the seniors cause we knew we 
were aoinu to advance to Sectionals and hopefully state,” senior .lennie \>anR sa . 
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Deliber<3tors of Today 


Stoiy by Alex Idlenun 
Photographs by Barbra Bakei 


Since the beginning of human interaction, there has 
been debate. In the old days we argued over how big the mast¬ 
odon we killed last night was or weighed the pros and cons ot 
a nomadic lifestyle. Drawing trom centuries ot deliberation is 
the U-High debate team. They are the super-evolved being, the 
wisest of the wise, and they use their genetic superiority to ram 

domination on those who stand in their way. 

The average high school student probably doesn t see 

the average debate team member as a mental colossus. They 
think of debate students as someone who likes to argue, who is 
stubborn, and probably a nerd. “Arguing isn’t the same thing as 
argumentation,” said junior Durgashankar Giridharan, who teels 
that people have the wrong idea about U-High’s debate team. It 
doesn’t take up as much of your time as people think. A lot ot 
people are scared away from debate team because they think it s 
a huge time commitment.” 

Another common misconception that the team wants 
to disprove is that Debate Team coach and U-High teacher. 



MORK THAN WORDS Junior Durga (Jiridharan Kive.sliis point ofv^^ 
a U-High debate tournament. “The way you present yourself hand gestures 
etc. IS just as important as what you say,” (iiridharan said. 


Bob Neuleib, is mean. “Neuleib is not as 
bad a guy as people think. You can learn 
a lot from sitting in a van with him for a 
few' hours,” junior Mrutunjaya Mishra said. 
Some of the best times for the debate team 
came when Neuleib would crack jokes. 

“His favorite target was another sponsor for 
the team, Brian Conant,” senior Sandhya 
Chandra.sekaran said. 

Not only did they have fun this 
season, but they were also very successful. 
At the Normal Tournament, Chandra.sekaran 
qualified for Nationals and won awards for 
Best Presiding Officer and Best Speaker. At 
the Nationals Tournament, held at Normal 
Community West High School, Mishra won 
the award for Best Presiding Officer. Chan- 
drasekaran, senior Shondip Chakravarty, and 
.senior Charles Wen qualified for the Nation¬ 
als Tournament. 

The typical debate tournament 
would start at about 11:()() am, when the 
debaters would leave U-High for the tourna¬ 
ment, which usually was held in a Chicago 


li 


suburb. They would always stop at the same place for lunch, the 
Subway in Dwight, before continuing on their journey. The team 
would then arrive at the hotel and wait for Neuleib to go get the keys. 
“If we waited in the van, Neuleib would come out and yell at us to 
get moving up to our rooms. If we got out of the van, he would yell 
at us for not staying put,” Chakravarty said. The team would take 
three hours to relax and get ready for the tournament. There would 
then be an evening .session on Friday starting about 6:30 pm. which 
would last two to three hours. There are two more sessions on Satiir- ^ 


li 


day, one early session and one late session. 

The .sessions are very similar to the debate unit that ev¬ 
eryone takes in Oral Communications Class. A bill is introduced, 
people give evidence to support their opinion ol the bill, and the bill 
is voted on. 

“Tournaments are a great place to make new triends, said 
Giridharan. Mishra agreed and added “Tournaments are great places 
to meet women.” With their ultra-keen commutative skills, these 
debaters have no trouble meeting new people and making triends. 

After a long day of strenuous debate, the team likes to ^ 
unwind by taking walks, playing cards, and hanging out withot 
debaters. These activities help them cool their super-minds. 

When you next walk down the hall and .see one ot 
debaters, please don’t stare in awe of their uncanny 
ties, or be atraid of upsetting them and being crushed by th^’*^^ 
powers. The members of the U-High debate team are nice peop ’ 
and they’re just trying to deliberate their way to treedoni. 
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MAKK IT SNAPPY Senior 
Darren Bevera{>e makes his 
final remarks as judge Charles 
Wen prepares to call time. 
'i)ehate taught me so much not 
only about politics but about 
life. 1 recommend it to anyone 
public speaking skilled or noC* 
Beverage said. 


Wh^t It’s Like 

To be Best Precidiiig Officei' 

Stoiy by CUiioii Sbff 
Photogl yph by Bjrbi'y Boker 


Jay Mishra likes to be in control. Mishra likes to run the show. 

This season Mishra was given the award of ‘Best Presiding Officer,’ an award 
that gets you much more than a cool looking gavel and a pat on the hack Irom 
fellow debaters. 


“The best presiding officer is pretty much the guy who can lead 
ihe chamber and make it really quick and fast so that people can debate.” 
Mishra said. Mishra is more than just great debater. Being the presiding of¬ 
ficer, Mishra is forced to act like the quarterback of the congressional debate, 
controlling the floor and moving along the discussions.”! really like being the 
presiding officer. It feels like you’re the president of a little country and you 
can control everything,” Mishra said. 

Debate wasn’t always fun and games for Mishra who admitted that 
c was not always a fan of the activity. “When this season started out I didn’t 
lake debate seriously; 1 Just did it for Mr. Neulib,” Mishra said. “During the 

reason I started to enjoy it, and my teammate Charles Wen motivated me.’ he 
added. 


Jay Mishra will take office next year as U-High’s student body 
P ^^1 ent. With the experience as a presiding officer that Mishra already h 
^^ne doubts that he will be up to the task. 



HOLD YOI R THOlKiHTS C API IVL .lunior .lay Mishra 
dfvloped his point of view during a debate tournment. 
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New Horizons 

Speech Team 


Stoiy by Meglijn S<3ge 
Photographs by Megluii S<3ge 



According to Comedian Jerry Seinfeld, "A recent poll showed that 
nublic speaking was the number one fear of Americans. Death was number 
two...This means that if you’re at a funeral you would rather be m the casket 

than is ,he number one fear of Americans today, than 


SMILK The ll-High Speech Team smiles hij> after their great success at the Regional Tournament. “VVe had a 
great year and I knem its only the beginning/' junior Melissa Ba.solo .said. 


dresses and pantsuits. In addition to that. Speech Team members - 
to be to school as early as 5:30 am on .Saturdays to be able to board h'"'"' 
During the winter, this is no doubt a tough task to accomplish; in m ' 
the team would find itself departing and arriving home in the dark 

Putting in 12 hour days on a Saturday to go give a few sne h 

may not sound like a barrel full of mon^yT ■ 
reality it can be a rewarding experience. 

Team is an opportunity to expand youriiori^ 
and meet a whole new group of interesting peoju 
while gaining life experiences in public speakil' 
that will benelit you in any walk of life.’-junio, 
Amy Pacilio says. 

The growth of the U-High speech team has 
been apparent every four years. This year was no 
different. As head coach Mr. Allen continues to 
build a winning speech program at U-High.ever) 
year the team becomes more and more competi¬ 
tive. Improving year after year takes strong team 
members. “1 was very pleased with how our 
upperclassmen stepped up and took on leadership 
roles,” he said. “1 was also really pleased with 
how some of the freshmen did. There’s a pretiv 
steep learning curve w hen it comes to speech team 
and I found that most kids worked really hard and 
caught on to what they were doing very quickly/ 
he added. There is no doubt that the quick learn¬ 
ing curve Allen was speaking about attributed 
the accomplishments of this year's team, which 
placed in five of its ten invitational toumamenis. 
The U-High Speech Team took its momentum 
into Regionals placing third among area teams, ib 
highest finish all year. 


consider the Speech Team members daredevils; daredevils who aren’t shy, 
aren’t quiet and don’t mind standing in front of a crowd. 

While little is known about the Speech Team, few would question 
the commitment of “Speechies.” Having to come in after school to practice 
as late as 6:30 p.m. every night, shows the true commitment of U-High’s 
charismatic public speakers. Speech Team is an extremely competitive 
activity and this year’s team took the competition to heart, having a very 
special season in the process. 


Make no mistake, U-High Speech isn't what you see on C-Span 
or the State of the Union address. It’s really so much more. Speech Team 
consists of 13 individual events that are performed for audiences and judge 
who are critiquing the performance. These 13 events range from Humor¬ 
ous Duel Acting and Dramatic Interpretation to Prose and Verse. Every¬ 
thing from Original Comedy to Radio is served up as an event that student? 
participate in. “It’s kind of like a track meet,” senior Speech Team captain 
Josh Fowler said. “Everyone specializes in their own unique areas and we 
are all participating at the same time. It allows you to have a sense of both 
individual and team spirit,” Fowler added. 


As if being judged on your ability to talk and think weren’t 
enough. Speech Team members have to follow a series of standards and 
rules as well. Everyone must dress formally: guys wear suits, girls wear 


Regionals were held at Olympia high school 
and many on the team had successful days. Sophomore Clayton Suiter was 
the funniest person in Olympia that day, taking first and winning Regionals. 
Huff also won Regionals by taking first in Oratory. 

The following week of Sectionals at Heyworth saw only two people 
advance to state: Fowler and Huff. They each took third and as a result, 
qualitied for State. A tough Sectional final round proved devastating to the 
team, as many of the teams qualifiers were denied of their State Toumameitf 
hopes. 

At State, both Huff and Fow ler competed in the successful two 
day tournament. Huff ending up placing 8th in the State as Fowler took 
13th. Following the State tournament, the Speech Team held its first 
“Speech Night” where several awards w'ere given out. Freshmen 
took the “Most Improved Novice Award,” Freshmen Mandie Le recei> 
"Outstanding Novice,” Berg captured “Most Improved Speaker and Hu 
was the team’s “Most Valuable Speaker.” 

With only two seniors graduating from this year s team and p^ 
ot talented speakers and performers coming back tor next year, Allen is 
excited about Speech Team 2005. “I'm very optimistic about ^^.jn 

team. We have a large group of juniors and sophomores who I aniicipa 
step up into leadership roles, and I believe they will fill those roles nice, 
said. 
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Rr ig^htening the FiitLire 

ConnectioiTs 

Stoiy by Iv3tie Pjyiie 
Photogrjplis by bniie BLass 


It is a known fact that you remember 95% 
of what you teach others. When you teach a student 
they learn as well as you. At U-High many students 
take part in a tutoring program in the learning center, 
which is called Connections. This club offers stu¬ 
dents the option of learning from another student or 
from a college student. Connections gives students 
the extra help that they may need to excel in a spe¬ 
cific class or multiple classes. 

“It’s nice to be tutored by a classmate of 
mine. This way I know who they are, so I can relax 
and act like myself. I also know that they have been 
through what I'm doing and so they know what they 
are talking about,” junior Jake Weis said. 

As students come into the learning center 
for help, some come to get the extra study to get 
ahead in a class, “But the students that come into 
study usually get sucked in to helping other people 
who come in looking for help,” sponsor Dixie Lewis 
said. 

Most students are able to be paired up right 
away with a peer and get to their studies. Other 
classes are little more difficult but a student always 
comes around. “I like helping people in the difficult 
classes they are taking because I like sharing my 



CONC F^N FRAFF^ Junior Jacob Weis (above left) works with Junior Samantha Va/que/ (above right) 
on his Spanish workbook. “Sam is the best tutor and she has really helped me improve my grade a lot,” 


Weis said. 


knowledge, and it I can help that person get a good grade, it makes me feel 
like 1 really did a good job,” Junior Jay Mishra said. 

Connections is not just a learning center for studying the informa¬ 
tion that is taught in the classes, but helps to improve other areas that affect 
you in the classroom. Either if you’re the one tutoring someone el.se, or the 



and relax ' Daniel Va/.que/. (above left) and classmate Ryan Doubet kick hack 

Kreat df' k'arning center and reviewing for a Spanish quiz. “The learning center is a 
act to thill and get some studying done,” Doiihet said. 


one getting help, this program helps with study habits, organi¬ 
zational skills and studying to improve test scores. “By being 
a peer tutor it’s helped me realize what steps I need to take to 
excel myself. By teaching other students. I’ve taught myself 
the skills that I personally need to succeed in classes,” junior 
Lauren Farraher said. 

Members are also there to show their leadership. The 
students involved are looked to for help in many other things 
other than schoolwork. “I hope by my example students 
learn the building blocks of succeeding in school. I hope 
they learn that it takes hard work to get through high school, 
which will then carry on to college. They have to experience 
these years of high .school for themselves,” senior Darren 
Beverage said. 

Connections is offered as extra help for the 
students who want to excel. Students have to take the initia¬ 
tive to go and ask for help first. They then will be paired up 
with a great person and hopefully have a good experience 
and do well in their studies. “I encourage all students to go 
help out with this program, because it helps the students that 
you are tutoring and it helps you personally as a volunteer. 
You shouldn’t be afraid to go ask for help in your classes, be¬ 
cause it will help you in the future,” senior Ericka Holt said. 
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No they don’t have any ritual cuttings ot people s 
hair at meetings, and no they don’t make their own wigs. 
What the Locks of Love Club does do is dedtcate time and 
effort towards raising money for their parent organization 
which was created to allow people to donate their hair 
or make cash donations to a nonprofit organization. The 
program will then provide wigs for children, specifically 
girls, who are stricken with diseases. The cost tor one wig 

alone can exceed $2()()(). 

President, and club founder, junior Melissa 

Basolo, holds a lot of compassion and dedication to this 
club and this charity. “I was inspired to create this club all 
due to one little girl that 1 used to baby-sit. While I was 
hanging out with her one day, we both noted that we have 
extremely long hair. We then began to talk about it tor 
awhile, and 1 told her ot my plans to cut it, and donate her 
hair to make wigs for girls who didn’t have enough hair. 1 
returned to their house later to baby-sit, once again, and 
the same little girl had cut off all of her hair, to donate it 
to the same organization that 1 did,” Basolo said. She was 
so encouraged by this little girl’s act of courage that she 
decided to start this club here at U-High. 

The main root of this organization is for individu¬ 
als with long hair to donate their hair to Locks of Love to 
create wigs. Basolo experienced first hand the joys and 
pains of that experience. She has always had long hair, but 
with her friend by her side, she prepared herself for the ul¬ 
timate haircut. Although an emotional and overwhelming 
experience, without her friends she would not have gone 





DRKzVM lUTKS! GET YOUR DREzWl DATES! Junior members 
of the Locks of Love club examine the contestants and place their 
bids at the Date zVuction. “I thought that it was awesome and I hope 
they do it again next year,” Junior Jessica Smith said. 


though with it. “After I got it cut 
it felt so good. I’m glad I made a 
difference. Even though its just 
hair, it really helps ones confi¬ 
dence,” Basolo said. Basolo s 
hair and the hair of others that do¬ 
nated it from U-High, will be sent 
to the Locks of Love headquarters 
in Florida. 

After her hair was shed, 

Basolo was determined to create 
this club looking for others to 
donate just as she had. Know¬ 
ing that creating a club it would 
be necessary to have a teacher to 
sponsor the group, Basolo started 
her search. Although she didn’t 
have to look very far, being a can¬ 
cer survivor herself Mrs. Hubbard 
was asked, and gladly accepted 
the role. Hubbard had long been 
interested in the organization, 

and was willing to support Basolo in further developing 
the club. “I just want to thank Mrs. Hubbard, our teacher 
sponsor. She has helped us so much. She is such and 
amazing person and we just love her. She is so dedicated 
and giving, she inspires us all the time,” Basolo said. 

Locks of Love started out with one main goal, to 
sponsor a child by raising $1000. The club has had many 
successful fundraisers to reach this goal. A bake sale was 
held in the first seme.ster, which raised 150 dollars. Later, 
donation cans were put in local businesses around town, 
and event money generating from that totaled around $250. 
The largest and most successful was the date auction. Not 
only could you win a date with an upperclassman, but you 
could also win great prizes that came with your date. “It 
was great it was to see the entire school becoming involved 
with Locks of Love,” Basolo said. The date auction ended 
up making around $350. 

The message is simple and clear, as the logo on 
the clubs T-shirts say ‘Give more than your hair.’ Simply 
stated, it means that this club isn’t just about giving up 
your hair; it’s about fundraising and supporting others. 
However, anyone can have the option of donating their 
hair, it they meet the donation requirement of ten inches. 
Even it you don’t have the hair to donate, you can help out 
with the fundraisers to help to reach their final goal. 








































LET THE BIDING BFXilN A mass of U-High 
students (left) surround the Locks of Love booth 
eagerly trying to place their bid on their favorite 
sweetheart. “It was a good chance to get a date 
w ith your dream girl,” junior Andy Clark said. 
Junior Melissa Basolo (below) sits in astonish¬ 
ment as she feels ten inches of her hair being 
snipped off and falling gracefully to the floor. “1 
was so scared cause it had been long almost all 
my life but it was for a great cause,” Basolo said. 
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IN A FIX Senior Beth 
Harvey shows senior 
Martin Landrail (left) how 
to desijjn a pajje for the 
Hrome mat>a/ine. “Putting 
together a magazine is a lot 
harder then it Imiks, you 
never understand all the 
details." Langrall said. 





I DON’T THINK SO Senior Drue Hocker and Sophie Mikals (above) dehate ideas during a 
Creative Writing meeting. “Creative w riting was h»ts of fun I did that and Bronie 
enjoyed being a part of both," Hooker said. Senior Beth Harvey and Junior Kriss> 

(left) view art work and decide which pieces will he pictured in the Bronie magazine. “Kti H 
editor was a lot of work hut it’s heen a great experience," Har\ey said. 
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Lit ei'.3ry Minds _ 

Creative Wi itng & Bi onie jiid Beyond 

Stoiy by Coil Repiogle 

Photogi-jphs by bniie Bbss & AlUe locson 


U-High students work hard on writing short stories 
and poems all year long, only in hopes of getting their work 
published in the school’s annual literary magazine, Brome 
and Beyond. Brome has been a valued part of U-High’s 
curriculum and just finished its 2()th consecutive year of 
production. 

U-High s own Kathy Clesson actually thought of 
the idea of creating a literary magazine. Clesson often refers 
to it as her brain child. When she took over administration 
of the Biome Award, she thought it was a shame that there 
were so many talented writers in the school who didn’t have 
an outlet for publication. Biian Conant came on board when 
he was hiied at U-High fresh out of college. He now serves 
as the sponsor and lead editor. 

There aren t any restrictions on eligibility. Any 
student who is interested in learning about the layout and 
design portion of publication can participate on the editorial 
team. All U-High writers or artists are qualified to present 
their work for consideration. Students who are interested in 
submitting their work always need to watch for announce¬ 
ments for deadlines, turning in work is simple: students 
should hand their work to their current English teacher, 
Clesson or Conant. 

Brome and Beyond is not Just for writers, but for 
anyone who has a bit of creativity in them. Each year, there 
are all different kinds of works published. In the past, there 
have been cartoonists, winning essayists, poets, and fiction 
writers. Students have turned in excerpts from longer pieces 
of works such as scripts, musical compositions, and visual 
arts in the forms of photography, etchings, paintings, sculp¬ 
tures, and much more. There isn’t a set number of works 
that are published, so all .students are encouraged to submit 
as many pieces of works as they would like. 

A lot of hard work is put into this literary maga¬ 
zine. There are many different factors that go into the 
process of getting Brome ready for publication. The board 
is in charge of editing and laying out the final project. This 
is an extra curricular activity, so this group of students 
dedicates their free time to making sure the magazine turns 
out with no flaws. They spend countless hours deciding 
on which works should go in to the magazine and how the 
layout should look. “I am very proud of both the quality of 
the publication itself, from paper to binding to layout, and 
of the writing it features. We have amazing talent in this 
school! It deserves a quality showcase,” Clesson said. The 
literary magazine is regularly submitted for national ranking 
by NCTE and usually ranks up with the suburban first tier 
schools. 

After all of the works have been submitted and 
chosen for publication, it's time for the Brome Award. The 


full name is the Robert Brome Award for Creative Writ¬ 
ing. It is named after a former playwright and U-High 
English teacher. ^ 

It is an annual competition open to all graduat¬ 
ing seniors at U-High. The award offers a cash prize of 
at least $50 and publication in the school literary maga¬ 
zine. The entries are collected by the U-High English 
depaitment and are then Judged by a panel of experts 
from ISU. All of the names have been removed from 
the entries at the time of .selection. The winners are then 
announced at the awards assembly in May. 

Having wrapped up its 20th year at U-High, 
Brome and Beyond has given students a way of sharing 
their writing and expre.ssing their feelings. It has been^i 
means of showing off all of the talented writers and art¬ 
ists that walk through the halls everyday. Brome is more 
than Just a literary magazine; it’s a look into the lives of 
everyday students. 



SO MANY l»AINITN(;S SO LI H I.K SPAC'K .liinior Krissy 
Keineke thinks hard about \\hat paintings she thinks should be 
selected. “It was hard because some of the paintiuK were my 
own and I couldn't play favorites," Kri.ssy said. 
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Q lit Lire Club 


Stoiy by Ljui'cii Sjtchvvdl 
Photogrjpli by Bjrbji'j Bjkci 


Culmre Club is centered on learning about other back- 
urounds and heritages. Students in this club like to focus thetr stud¬ 


ies on the culture of members of the group. One ot the mam under¬ 
takings of this club is that they reenact events 
that have taken place; such as an English Tea 
Party. This exploration with cultures back¬ 
grounds has allowed members to broaden 
their horizons on nationalities, so they aren t 
just centered on their own. They wanted to 
make an impact on the student body, so they 
set-up a display of all the different heritages 
through tlags painted among the hallways. 

“The students work very hard to try to find 
the time to update the tlags and add tlags of 
students with new nationalities to the hall,” 
advisor and Spanish teacher Patricia Arnold 
said. 

The group kicked off the year by ex¬ 
periencing the taste of India at the Taj Mahal 
restaurant in Bloomington. Senior Sandya 
Chandrasekaran took the time to explain 
to the group what the specific customs and 
traditions of the Indian meal were. Chan¬ 
drasekaran just moving to the United States a 
couple of years ago from India, knew exactly 
what things to point out. Her family eats the 
same kind of food that the club experienced 
that night, on a daily basis. The Indian cul¬ 
ture only eats with their right hand because 
the left hand is perceived as ‘dirty’ because 
it is used to do the ‘unclean’ things. “We all 


tea party, which is equivalent to an after school snack in Ameri 
This was a way to study the English culture where the tradition^^ 
of a party were both discussed and experienced. A favorite of the 
groups was the interpreting of pictures with the left over tea lea ^ 



DECORATING WITH I)IVF^RSIT\’ Senior Jackie Rubenacker works hard on painting the country flags that 
boarder the second floor. “Culture club has given me a chance to experience a different taste of each culture. I 
feel like I have a new insight to w hat it would feel like to be a part of different cultures,” Rubenacker said. 


tried to eat with our right hands at the meal which proved to be very 
different,” senior Lori Nichols said. Most of the main dishes were 
a little spicy for the average American, with a major emphasis on 
curry in most dishes that students tasted. 

The most obvious contribution that the club made this year 
is the improved “Hall of Heritage.” Painting flags on the “Hall of 
Heritage” is a continuous project with over 50 flags since 1997. 
Every year the club surveys all U-High students to make sure all the 
nationalities are represented with a flag in the hall. The survey is 
anonymous so the club doesn’t know who is from what countries, 
but this year three of the six new flags have been painted onto the 
walls of U-High. Due to the size of this project, it won’t be done 
until next year. This year’s additions include Cuba, Scotland, 
and Puerto Rico. Flags that are yet to be added include Ethiopia, 
Bangladesh and Barbados. “Painting flags that show the heritage of 
our school is a rewarding experience and one of my most cherished 
culture club memories,” senior Sarah Peters said. 

A new event for the group was a reenactment of an English 


in the cup which meant something like a horoscope. Another favor¬ 
ite was the trifle, a pastry that can be compared to a pound cake, and 
is often eaten with the tea. “Sharing family cultural traditions with 
others is what Culture Club is all about,” senior Andrea Ingersoll 
said. 

A party was put on to commemorate freedom and liberty 
of Mexico, also known as Cinco de Mayo. The day also marks the 
day that Americans and Mexicans have been in alliance fighting fot 
freedom. “Celebrating this event shares a part ot the Hispanic com 
munity that helps us to understand the culture in our community 
around us,” sophomore Kevin Bailey said. 

Culture Club had the opportunity to experience thedil 
ferent heritages represented throughout our school. They he pe 
creating a more diverse atmosphere expressed in our hallyva>s, 
which was able to incorporate more of the student s backgroun 
Studying and taking the time to learn about various cultures isjn 
another way students here at U-High have taken advantage ot 
ting as much as possible out of high school. 




42 CUrion 












































Milicis Over Mattel' 

ScoLastic Bowl 

Stoiy by 'osh Fowler 


Not since Zach and the Saved by the Bell crew beat 
Valiev in the academic bowl challenge at Bayside High School 
has scholastic bowl received so much attention and limelight. 
Nothins is harder or more stressful than putting your own intel- 
liaence on the line against an opponent. The U-High Scholastic 
Bowl team does just that, measuring the size of their brain rather 
than their muscles. Many people think scholastic bowl isn’t a 
serious competition and they are quick to judge the team mem¬ 
bers. However, few' would know what it takes to be on the team. 
So you're probably wondering what it’s like to know everything 
from the complex anatomy of the newt, to the atomic weight 
of cobalt. Well while most people wouldn’t know, the U-High 
scholastic bowl team is different from most people. 

Many people are confused and frightened by the boys 
with the buzzers in their hands, the trivia on the tip of their 
tongues, but in reality. Scholastic Bowl really isn’t that scary. 

For such an intense and intellectually challenging event, the 
rules are fairly simple. Scholastic Bowl is a team competition, 
based kind of like a jeopardy style contest. You have a board of 
five members, one captain and four team members. Two teams 
go head to head with each other with a moderator asking the 
questions, coach Bob Starr said. 

Scholastic Bowl is a smorgasbord of 
knowledge mixed with a little trivia, a pinch of 
luck and a side of strategy. There are six catego¬ 
ries and the questions are very broad; everything 
from advanced calculus to sports and pop culture. 

"It’s pretty fun. people just think it’s a bunch of 
nerds, but it’s really not, we’re just a bunch of 
people looking for something to do and Scholastic 
Bowl is laid back,” junior Bobby Porter said. 

The team had its ups and downs all year, 
placing in several tournaments, which included a 
second place finish at Regionals. The team lost 
to Central Catholic in the championship match of 
Begionals, something that is uncharacteristic for 
the U-High Scholastic Bowl program. “We made 
it into the championship of the Regionals against 
Central Catholic this year, and lost to them in a 
'cry close match. I believe that was the first year 
that U-High has lost a Regional. The competition 
cll on our Easter break and we had a lot of start¬ 
ers that couldn’t attend,” Starr said. 

One of those starters was team captain 
crestes, who contributed heavily to this year’s 
^tiuiid. Kere.stes was pretty much the team, he carried us the 
0 e Way, he showed up the most, and whenever we needed 


team, we all know that there is no “I” in team. Many students 
stepped up to contribute to help the U-High Scholastic Bowl 
program. “Kerestes was unable to attend our Regional competi¬ 
tion, while he had other commitments. Bower stepped up and 
took over the helm as the captain of the team. Both of those 
individuals did very well for us. All the team members con¬ 
tributed, I can’t think of anyone who was really a true standout, 
cause everyone contributed,” Starr said. 

Like players on a sports team, every member on the 
Scholastic Bowl team knows their role and what types of ques¬ 
tions are their strong suits. “You don’t really have to know a 
whole lot or be super smart to be on the team, just knowledge¬ 
able in a certain area,” Porter said. “I was pretty good at the 
history stuff,” Porter added. 

Starr did offer his opinions on what Scholastic Bowl 
is really all about. “Scholastic Bowl is open to anyone and 
even though the subjects may sound overwhelming, anyone can 
contribute. If you have an interest in modern music, a couple 
of the questions during the competition, could be the ones that 
you know the answers to. So I encourage anyone and everyone 
to come try out, it’s not just for the brainiacs that you think of, 
everyone can contribute,” he said. 



PR VCTICE PRACTICE PRACTICE .Iiinior Diirsa Ciridharan, senior Shondip Chakravartv and 
senior Sandhya Chandrasekara relax and practice before a sco bowl competition. “We never get too 


worked up before meets, either you know it or you don’t,” Chakravarty said. 


him, he 


came through,” Porter said. 

^hile Kerestes may have been an integral part of the 


Despite having a young team this year, Starr expressed 
the need for an injection of strong and able minds for next 
year’s team. With four senior members leaving, the ability to 
come in and contribute right away will be open to any young 
willing U-High mind. 
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Representjr^ the Students 

Semte 


Stoiy by Erin Wjhll’ieim 

Photographs by Allie locson and binie BUss 


Each year student Senate takes on a variety of projects, 
everythina f'rotn dances to charity events. Student Senate has 
always played an intricate part of U-High's student life. The 

'>(K)3-'>(K)4 school year was no ditterent. 

Last spring student body elections set the foundation tor 

U-High’s student government. President Jett Kerestes, Vice- 
President Charles Wen, Secretary Amy Pacilio, and Treasurer 
Darren Beverage tilled the four executive oftlces. Soon the rest 
of the positions were elected and Senate was complete. “Atter 
winning student body president, I knew I wanted to start plan¬ 
ning for the year to come. We needed to reconstruct Senate a 
little to increase participation both from the Senators and tor the 

student body,” Kerestes said. 

No time was wasted when beginning the task to com¬ 
plete the agenda of activities for the upcoming year. The group 
met at the end of the summer and began planning events tor the 
upcoming year. “Before the first meeting the social committee 
already had all the themes for the dances planned out. We were 
excited to get started and wanted to make this year’s dances 
great,” senior social committee co-chair Maggie Hoomanawanui, 
said. 

As soon as the school year began. Senate already had 
a dance planned. The back to school dance got the year started 
off right. The pit was decorated with side walk chalk and kids 



C AN'T TOI C'H THI.S Junior Joe Martens dribbles past Sophomore 
.Sam Hendricks in the Three On Three Kaskethall tournament. “The 
tournament was so fun, we lost but it was still fun,” Martens said. 
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piled in to dance. After the back to school dance. Sen¬ 
ate started working on their next event; Homecoming. 

The theme for this year’s big dance was ‘Une Soirr.i: A 
Paris.’ 

Next on the agenda were two new events. 

The first U-High talent show took place in November. 

Seniors Jenna Reeves and Ashley Stultz organized this 
event. “Being the first time U-High had a talent show 
we were apprehensive of how it would turn out, but in 
the end a lot of people came and it was a lot of fun. I 
was glad we were able to add a new social event to the 
Senate calendar and give U-High students a chance to 
show off some of their skills they wouldn’t normally 
be able to,” Stultz .said. The second new event was 
two previous events combined to make one. A mix 
of the Winter Ball and Pioneer Palooza formed Merry 
Mayhem in December. It too .showcased U-High talent 
while the .student bands provided entertainment for the 
dance. 

After winter break Senate put on the second 
annual Mr. U-High contest. The show was filled with 
a lot of laughs and talent. All the proceeds were able 
to help benefit the Haitian Chri.stian Ministries in Troy 
Hari’s memory. “Mr. U-High was a situation last year where the seniors 
stepped up and showed their ability to take responsibility. This year the 
same thing happened. I was very impressed with all the work put into Mr. 
U-High and the end result,” Senate faculty sponsor Mike Sondergroth. 
said. 

For the spring a wide array of activities look place. Another firsi 
was the three on three basketball March Mania tournament. “I thought it 
would be a great way to raise money for the senior class and something 
fun to watch. I hope it takes place again next year, especially the tacully 
match ups,” Senior Class President Jason EJower, said. Following March 
Mania was TWIRP, where all the girls got brave and asked the boys to 
the dance. 

Throughout the year. Senate kept busy with a lot more than so¬ 
cial events. They were able to benefit a large number ot charities. This 
year we tried not to just focus on .social events, but giving back to the 
community through .social events also,” senior service community head 
chair Jennie Wang, said. In the fall they volunteered at Sate Harbor, a 
local soup kitchen. “Safe Harbor is always a fun .service event, we gel to 
cook dinner and .serve it. I Just wish we could help out more otten, 
said. During the Christmas .season .Senate sponsored a tamily throughihf 
Adopi-A-family program. They also helped bring many smiling laces to 
youth throughout McLean County by donating a large amount totoy^io 
Toys-4-Tots. Senate held two blood drives and a Silent Auction, ^hic 
benetiled St. Jude. Throughout the year they made various donations to ^ 
many local charities with money raised from social events. | 

“Overall I thought we had a very successful year. VVc were a j 
to raise a lot ot money and volunteer for many charities. Wc also put ^ 
great .social events throughout the year.” Kerestes said. This year li e ^ 
many betore student .senate was able to make many contributions tot 
school. New and old they paved the way for many tun years to conic 




































HE\’ YA Senior Josh Kossman (left) plays 
his rendition of ‘Hey Ya,' a popular song by 
Outkast during the Senate sponsor Mr. I’HS 
contest. “I learned how to play the song on my 
guitar before the show and thought it would be 
funnier the my original talent,” Kossman said. 
Junior Stephanie Mays (below) tries to relax as 
a nurse draws her blood at the Senates annual 
blood drive. “I was nervous a little bit, but 
giving blood is so important,” Mays said. 



\ 

1 stage in VVahlheim (above) dec< 

i lions turni*H ^ Homecoming court. “The i 
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YOU DRINK THE BOOZE, YOU LOSE 
Sophomore Krystal Montesdeoca (above) 
passes out names for a game the Captains 
members were teaching the elementry 
students about drug awareness. “Captains 
was so much fun. I never thought that I 
would be able to feel as if I w as making 
a difference in the community, and 1 do, 
espeically after going to Metcalf,” Montes¬ 
deoca said. Junior Megan Sage and Emily 
Thomsen (right) put labels with the names 
of diseases, on the different parts of the 
body where diseases can form from drug 

and alcohol use. 
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Helping Otliers Say ‘No’ 


Stoiy by Megcjn Sjge 
Photographs by AlUe locson 
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Captains is a group that promotes anti-smoking, 
drug, and violence. Throughout the year, the group 
encourages their fellow classmates to not participate 
in activities that are harmful to their bodies. Captains 
grew through-out the year; towards the beginning there 
were only 20 active members, but by the end of the year 
there were 50 participants. 

Captains participated in a variety of nation-wide 
events this year. During Red Ribbon Week, members 
put up posters and handed out ribbons to promote the 
drug-free week. Besides wearing red on their shirts, 
students also tied the ribbons on to people’s cars. That 
same week, approximately 400 students signed pledges 
^ saying that they will be drug-free. With two-thirds of 
B the school signing these pledges, the Captains members 
felt like they could actually encourage students. “I 
hope we’ve made a difference in the school, that’s why 
1 joined.” senior co-president Jason Bower said. 

This year the students went to the Captains Re¬ 
treat. The retreat in Mahomet-Seymour hosted about 
100 students from all over the state, 
ten of which were from U-High. Here, 
our very own counselor J.D. Hawkins 
received the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Hawkins was the founder of Captains not only 
at U-High but in Illinois. After founding the 
program Hawkins published a book about 
Captains which and eventually spread all 
over the state, something schools everywhere 
wanted to be a part of. “Hawkins has started 
something great. One of the biggest challeng¬ 
es in high school is for students to remain drug 
and alcohol free. It takes someone patient and 
understanding to get behind this program with 
as much heart as Mr.. Hawkins does for the 
students at U-High,” senior co-president Dar¬ 
ren Beverage said. 

The primary event that Captains is in 
charge of every year is Teen Institute Day and 
this year they took a year off. This is why the 
club seemed to be very inactive through-out 
^he year; or so it seemed. To make up for the 
^c)wn time, next years sponsor Vicki Jacobs, 
enrolled the group in another event. 

In April, fourteen students attended 
cens Against Tobacco Use training at the 


McLean County Health Department in downtown Bloomington. 

At TATU, students learned about the effects of using tobacco 
and how to give a presentation to their peers. They also learned 
that youth can make a difference in the community and that they 
shouldn’t teel outspoken just because they are young. 

“The TATU convention would of been helpful for any 
students to hear not just those in Captains. I thought it was so im¬ 
portant that we spread the information that was shared with us to 
the youth especially. Kids can never hear that smoking and drugs 
are bad too much,” junior Amy Pacillio said. 

In excitement of the TATU convention the CAPTAINS 
team went to Metcalf Elementary to test out their new and im¬ 
proved skills. Captains wanted to set an example to the elemen¬ 
tary students by showing that they cared about not putting harmful 
substances into their bodies. They talked to the children about 
why smoking is bad for their health and led activities that helped 
to get the message across. 

“The kids were so fun and it was cool being able to teach 
them,” sophomore Emily Thomsen said. 



TOBACCO IS WHACKO Sophomore Fred (ieyer talks to a table ol student about tht effects of 
.h«u«h. i. «as prc..v cool .ha. go. .he ,.ppor.«ni.y .«.alUo 
.hev pn.bahly ge. .hese .alks all .he limes lull somelimes I Ihink coming Irani high sih 
Ihev know and look up loo il can have more of an effecl on .heir choices, t.eyer sai 
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Physical Possibilities 

TSA 


Stoiy by Mjggic HooniciiuWcinui 
Photographs by Allie locson 


Technology is playing a bigger role in our lives each 
and every day. It’s not uncommon to see somebody talking 
on their cell phone, typing on their laptop, and fidgeting with 

their MP3 player all at once. 

Because of these constant advances in technology, 
teachers Cory Culbertson and Brad Dearing believe that it is 
important to give students an opportunity to learn about the 
different types of technologies in their lives so that they can 
become sufficient workers in our technology dependant world. 

So began the Technology Student Association (TSA) 

— a student organization that enables students to develop tech¬ 
nologies and test their engineering skills against other students 
at U-High and in the world at large. 

Robotics was probably the most talked about section 
of TSA. Two years in a row now, U-High students have made 
their mark in the nationwide Robotics Competition. One of 
the most impressive things about the success of this project 
has been how many students are honesty involved in the pro¬ 
cess of designing and building a remote controlled robot. 

“There were approximately twenty kids who took part 
on this project,” Culbertson said, “all who were very active 
and responsible for its success.” 

“The kids worked well together,” technology teacher 
Brad Dearing added, “They seem to be getting more experi¬ 
enced and every year there becomes a better turn out.” 

Each fall, more students come back to school with 
bigger and better ideas that they may be able to bring to real¬ 
ity. Many chose to Join TSA for that reason. Culbertson ran 
open labs this year every Thursday, allowing any kids that 
were interested to come work on any projects that they wanted 
to put together themselves. 

A few new steps were taken this year by those inter¬ 
ested in gaming technologies. Junior Aaron Gross formatted 
a Counterstrike Competition one day after school. About 20 
guys showed up ready for action. Slowly, one by one, players 
were eliminated until Adam Klaege was the only one left. 

“The tourney was a lot of fun. I think that you get 
a negative connotation with Tech Club sometimes because 
you think of people who watch Star Trek and are tluenl in 
‘Wookie.’ But video games are starting to become more ac¬ 
cepted and played by more people, so it draws in a new crowd 




\ 


of people who may not have given tech 
club a try,” senior Alex Leach said. 

Klaege not only showed his 
skill during the counterstrike bout, but 
showed leadership by making prog¬ 
ress on a solar car project, which was 
begun last year and is nearing comple¬ 
tion. 

“It’s an ongoing project,” Cul¬ 
bertson explained, “We needed some¬ 
one who would be interested in taking 
on this three year project. Now it’s up 
to finding more people who share that 
same interest with Klaege who can 
bring fresh and innovation ideas to the 
table next fall.” 

In the spring TSA’s attention 
turned to annual projects like the Rube 
Goldberg projects and C02 propelled 
cars. The Rube Goldberg contest 

I 

requires students to build a machine that can perform a varidj 


of tasks, such as enacting a lever or utilizing an incline, ina 


series. 


These projects can become very complicated and lime 
consuming but can also lead to competitive success. Thisyei 
two groups of students and their “rube” projects qualified fori 
competition at the University of Illinois. j 

“It was a pretty cool experience,” senior qualifier 
Jason Davis said. “We enjoyed seeing the effort other school! 
put into their own projects.” 

In comparison, the C02 car competition was a very 
local project -- the only competition was within U-High. hut 
there was a great deal of excitement as students 
against each other or simply watched as the competitioni 
place in the lounge. 

The winners of this competition were seniors Jcre^ 

Foster and Adam Kauffman, whose car was the fastest of 

Principals of Technology classes. 

I think the best part of winimz the race is that no 

‘ " able to 


1 


one expected us to. We aren’t brains but we were 


together a car that surpassed all of the others, Fosters 


said- 
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DUCKS IN A 
ROW: Senior 
Jordan Van Loon 
leads his Kuhe 
(loldherg ^roup in 
the construction of 
a complicated con¬ 
traption that dis¬ 
played the students 
understanding of 
physics, mechanics 
and engineering. 




KURKKA: Rube (ioldberg contest teammates Justin Tanaka and Chris lannura (left) watch as their 
project is set in motion. Ashlee Pistorius (above) works on a computer. 
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Wli^t It’s Like 

To Build a Rotot 

Stoiy & Photos by Mitch Bjkci 

After last year’s TSA robotics team went to nationals, 
this year’s team was very interested in building an even better 
robot so they could prove their success wasn’t a one time deal. 
With multiple returning team members, there was plenty of 
experience but there wus ulso u new chullenge. 

This year’s contest theme was ‘Transfusion Contusion 
and the robot the team had to build would have a hypothetically 
medical u.se. 

“Our new design required us to remove a balloon, 
or ‘blood cell,’ from a container, or ‘artery,’ and place it into 
another container acting as a cell saver,” senior Andrew Schini 
explained. 

Members from the team developed numerous ideas 
for building their robot. Teammates devised plans to build the 
chassis, arm, electronics, mechanicals, and drive train. Each one 
would play an important role in their project’s success. 

“This year we had a harder time meeting our goals be¬ 
cause we had less time to complete them,” Schini said, address¬ 
ing some of the team’s flaws. 

For the most part the team was able to use the available 
time to their best advantage. However, the day before their first 
competition the robot was nowhere near completion. 

Also on that day technology teacher Cory Culbertson 
had an event that conflicted with the teams ability to work on the 
robot at school. A team member’s father opened up his workshop 
and allowed the kids to stay until we had a fully working robot. 

“We had one by 3 a.m.,” Schini said. 

Lori Nichols and Lauren Farnsworth were also up late 
completing the required Project Summary Notebook. 

“I was tired but very relieved and confident that we had 
something good,” Farnsworth said. 

When the day of the competition came, everyone waited 
anxiously to get things rolling. “1 was a bit nervous, but once I 
saw the robot fluently completing task after task I knew we had 
a winner,” senior Aaron Gross said. “It was nice to see other 
schools take notice of our working design, because to our sur¬ 
prise most of the competing robots hardly worked at all.” 

Everyone arrived at the competition with the hopes of 
making it to the Southern Regional. When team members arrived 
the first thing they did was help set up the display booth and 
check in the robot. Team members manned the booth and robot 
while the others cheered from the stands. The contest started 
with a skit of a man falling to the floor with a disease in the 
blood stream. “Transfusion Confusion” had started. 

The competition consisted of giving a presentation and 
being evaluated by a board of judges. 

In the presentation the team gave a summary of what 


! 


the notebook entailed and also 
answered any questions that 
the judges had. 

“At that time I don’t 
think we could have done a 
better job. They had an out¬ 
standing pre.sentation,” Culb¬ 
ertson said. 

As the competition 
progressed the team found 
themselves in good standing. 

At the end of the day U-High’s 
robot, nicknamed “Dr. Plas¬ 
matic,” had performed very 
well and finished second by 
l/l(),()()()th of a point. Asa 
result the team advanced to the 
Southern regional. U-High also 
placed third for the B.E.S.T 
award, an honor presented to 
the schools that do the best job 
incorporating the impression of 
boosting engineering, science, 
and technology. 

With a huge boost of confidence, U-High Robotics I 
prepared for their journey to Auburn University for the 2003 ^ 

Southern Regional. The team gathered donations and made last 
minute preparations. 

“By the time we were down in Alabama and all ready 
to go, the booth looked great. Several teams commented on how 
great it looked,” senior Kat Hayford said. 

Thousands of parents, teachers and students filled the 
arena. Bands and screaming supporters filled the arena with 
incredible excitement. It was like being in the stands at a NCAA 
Finals game. 

U-High did an exceptional job. At one point the team 
was in second place, but fell back a few slots when they encoun 
tered some unfair competition. 

“It is very frustrating when you are trying to advance b\ 
getting as many points as possible and another driver plays dirty 
keeping you from having a good run,” Gross said. 

“We made the most of each run. We had a robust de 
sign,” Schini said. 

At the end of the day U-High tinished 14th out of 39 
Other robots. U-High also received awards in the ‘ most ele-.*^*^ 
and “most robust categories.” | 
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jj ' riMK: Junior Aaron (»ros.s and senior David Crow (above top) work late attaehiii; 
the to robot they would later name “Dr. Plasmatic." Freshman Dan Kaiitman adjusts 

helnitf of the robot (above, bottom). “I realiv enjoved usin}» my creativity in 

‘^'P'««des,«n the n,bot" Kaufman said. 


How to build a rotot 

A step by step guide 



Step one; Build and 
paint the basic chassis 
and frame from wood. 



Step two: Electrical 
wiring is added. This 
wiring will allow for the 
robot to be controlled 
using remote controls. 


Step three; The wheels 
are added. 


Step four; decorations 
are added. Aesthetics can 
be an important part of 
the judging. 




Step five; The arms are 
added. The Arms allow 
for the robot to perform 
its most important task; 
to pick up the balloons. 
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ATTENTION LI-Hij»h trumpe- 
teers (above) play at halftime of 
the football ^ame. Junior Josh 
Heimerdinger (right) plays a 
solo at the halftime of the U- 
High football game. “Kverbody 
loves a little solo, but they are 
really fun to play especially 
when the crowd gets into it as 
well,” Heimerdinger said. 


flac 


SWIRLS AND 1 WIRLS Senior Kat llayford (above) twists her 
the air during the half time routine of a football game. “Flags was a cha 
<>l balance and poise but it was a lot of fun,” Hayford said. 
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New Success 

Bc^nd 

Stoiy by Mellisj Morrow 
Photogr<3pb by bmie Bbss 

The “transition year’' for the U-High band sashayed 
as smoothly as is realistically possible. “I think the change 
from Miss Johnson to me was a big one, but I’ve been very 
happy with how receptive the band, particularly the upper¬ 
classmen has been to change,” band director Jason Landes 
said, “the students have been very respectful and open to all 
of my new ideas.” 

Landes, who is in his first year as the band director 
at U-High, taught at Lexington High School prior to getting 
this job. Lexington did not have a competition marching 
band, so this season was Landes’ first experience. “This high 
school band is much more involved than my previous Job,” 
Landes, said, “the marching band part is a lot of work.” 

Upon receiving the Job Landes Jumped right in 
by picking the theme for the marching band show, “Latin 
Sensation.” The show was put under the direction of drum 
majors Jason Bower, Matthew Lehner, and Jennifer White. It 
also featured several trumpet solos by Alex Preller, Melissa 
Cook and Steven Leszynski. This season the 77 member 
band played for all of the home football games, and in three 
marching band competitions. At both the Pekin Dragon 
Classic and Olympia Spartan Invitational the Marching Pio¬ 
neers placed first in class AA competition. At the Washing¬ 
ton Marching Panther Invitational the Pioneers came away 
with second place, receiving a $140 cash award. 

As marching band season drew to a close, several 
members of the band participated in the madrigal brass 
and madrigal recorder ensembles, which performed during 
breaks at the madrigal dinners Thanksgiving weekend. 

After marching band season, Landes had his first 
chance with the concert band. During the first semester, 
the concert band performed at the annual holiday concert, 
as well as performing for a clinician while on the band trip 
in Florida. The Jazz bands also began to rehearse second 
quarter, and performed at both the holiday concert and on the 
band trip. 

In the midst of the craziness of getting ready for 
the band trip, Landes celebrated his 3()th birthday in style. 
Several students blew up hundreds of balloons and flooded 
his office with them along Landes’ high school pictures and 
other decorations. “My 3()th birthday experience was very 
unexpected,” Landes said, “I didn’t think anybody would 
even know it was my birthday and I definitely didn’t expect 
to walk into a room full of balloons.” 

While most high school students were sleeping and 
winding down from the hype of Christmas, members of the 
band boarded two buses to head to the Gator Bowl in Jack¬ 
sonville Florida. While in Florida both the Concert Band 
and Jazz Gold performed for a clinician, while the marching 
band competed in a parade competition and received second 
place. The Marching Band also performed in the mass band 
of the Toyota Gator Bowl along with all of the other par- 
fioipants in the music festival and the Swingin’ Medalions. 
The band trip was the highlight of this year because it was 


the culmination of a whole semester’s worth of hard work,” 
Landes said. “I really like the Florida trip because it was a 
lot of fun, and I got to get away from Bloomington,” Junior 
Melissa Cook said. 


Second semester both Jazz Green and Gold per¬ 
formed several pieces at the annual Jazz Night in March. 

Jazz Gold also continued to rehearse, and ended their season 
with a performance at Metcalf and a second place finish at 
the ISU Jazz Invitational. “The ISU Jazz band competition 
was the highlight of Jazz band for me because I felt that Jazz 
Gold really played at a high level,” Landes said. 

Concert Band also had a busy spring with perfor¬ 
mances at both the winter concert and spring concert and 
awards night. The spring concert held in May honored the 
fourteen senior members of the band and the accomplish¬ 
ments of its members throughout the year. 

“I’m going to miss the leadership of the senior 
class,” Landes said. “This class was extremely good at lead¬ 
ership, from the flute section to the two senior drum majors, 
it was very evident from the first day. The things that have 
been fun for me, with it being my first year is the perfor¬ 
mance level,” Landes said, “There are some very talented 
musicians that take the band to another level.” 



LINK IT Uf’ LADIES The U-High colorguard assumes formation. 
"Colorguard plays a big role in the halttime show, we try hard to 
be crisp and together in everything we do.” Tyrell said. 
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Senior Teryn Brown (left) 
watches her instructer as 
she plays. “Orchestra has 
been a learning experience. 
You have to first know how 
to play your intrument and 
then how to play it with 
others,” Brown said. 






^ « .active lo^elner with the oti 

slinRs duirnR Orchestra class. "I never IhnuRhl it wnulcl be so hard to come toeether 
play hut «e have progressed tremendously," Harish said. .Sophomore Kric Anderson 
(rijjht) plays the chello in preparation for the spinu melody. 
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St i'iking A Qiord 

Oirhestr^ 

Stoiy by Melissj Morovv 
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Sadly, it seems that each year at U-High, music 
and the arts plays second fiddle to athletics. Despite not 
receiving the much deserved recognition, orchestra contin¬ 
ued the honored tradition of years past and even broke new 
ground. Playing with a professional orchestra this winter 
was just one of the great things the U-High orchestra par¬ 
ticipated in this year. 

As a whole. Orchestra participated in the fall and 
holiday concerts at U-High, as well as a final concert with 
the fifth through eighth graders in Metcalf’s orchestra. 
Their winter performance was a series of three concerts in 
conjunction with the Heartland Philharmonic. Members 
also participated in IMEA (Illinois Music Educators As¬ 
sociation) district and all-state music festivals, Madrigal 
Strings, Solo and Ensemble contest, and pit Orchestra for 
the Fall Musical, Les Miserables. 

Orchestra had its' goals set high to play the first 
movement of the Brandenbergh Concerto #2 (J.S. Bach) 
at the fall concert. This piece was a challenge for the Or¬ 
chestra s tour featured soloists; junior Phil Kramp, junior 
Melissa Morrow, senior Brittney Kistner, and University of 
Illinois student Jared Gray. “It was really fun, but I didn’t 
know it had such a hard trumpet part,” orchestra director 
Margot Ehrlich said. “I love the Brandenbergh concertos 
and I wanted to play them at school,” she added. 

More collaboration was in store for Orchestra 
at the holiday concert when they combined with select 
members of the concert band to play the Haydn Fare¬ 
well Symphony, in which one at a time, members of the 
Orchestra leave the stage. “I really enjoyed playing with 
the Orchestra,” senior Lori Nichols said. “It was a great 
experience to be involved with,” she continued. 

The tall also kept nine members of the orchestra 
busy with Madrigal Strings and seven with IMEA District 
Orchestra. From these students sophomore Addi Elble, 
Kramp, and senior Jennie Wang were selected to partici¬ 
pate in the all-state music festival in January. All three of 
the students were placed in the honors Orchestra. 

Despite the many other obligations of U-High’s 
Orchestra members, Ehrlich and her crew decided to com¬ 
mit to doing their winter concert in conjunction with the 
Heartland Philharmonic. The Orchestra added the remain¬ 
ing movement ot the Brandenbergh Concerto #2 as well as 
many professional level symphony orchestra pieces. 

“I thought the Heartland event was a wonder¬ 
ful experience tor everyone, even if I didn’t like the extra 
rehearsals,” Kramp said. “I think it helped our Orchestra 
u lot because we now know that we can achieve what we 
thought were unattainable goals,” he added. “It was a 
pretty incredible experience for the Orchestra to be able 
to participate in this. I think we learned a lot from the ex¬ 


perience and we all felt like we accomplished something 
when It was over,” sophomore Kayla Comerford said. 

The three hour after school practices were 
stressful, considering they were longer than the youth 
symphony practices I go to. A majority of the mem¬ 
bers go on to major in the music field, unlike U-High’s 
Orchestra, Comerford added. “For some people it was 
overwhelming and stressful but for others it was a great 
challenge, Ehrlich said. “For all of the members it was 
stressful, but there were different kinds of stress for differ¬ 
ent people,” she continued. 

This series ot concerts required students to work 
side by side with professional musicians. “It was amaz¬ 
ing to play with the musicians, they are in a tremendous 
field of performing music, and being in a symphony is one 
of my favorite feelings,” Comerford said. “Ehrlich and 
Mr. Mazo (the conductor of the Heartland Philharmonic) 
helped us prove to ourselves that we, as an Orchestra, 
were better than we thought we were,” she continued. 

The Orchestra season concluded with a cohesive 
concert, which included all of the Orchestra members in 
the ISU lab schools. The concert was one final farewell to 
the three seniors; Josh Kossman, Teryn Brown, and Wang. 
Wang was awarded the Directors Award and Kossman 
received the Music Department Award, as given by the 
music teachers. This concert highlighted a piece written 
by ISU composition major, Roy Magnuson, and a piece 
combining all of the fifth through twelfth grade orchestra 
members. 

The accomplishments of the Orchestra go far 
beyond what happens at U-High. Junior Jon Ken was 
named best of the day at Solo and Ensemble contest in 
March, while sophomore Addi Elble is the principal vio¬ 
list of the Central Illinois Youth Symphony. Sophomore 
Ashley McElroy was also accepted to the cello section of 
the Chicago Concert Orchestra. Along with many other 
honors, Wang is the co-concert mistress of the Bloom¬ 
ington-Normal Youth Symphony. Kramp also received a 
plethora of awards, including second place in the Chicago 
Viola Society competition, co-principal violist of the Chi¬ 
cago Youth Symphony, and the principal violist of the All- 
State Honors orchestra and the National School Orchestra 
Award. 

Orchestra had many different opportunities this 
year to improve their skills. The members were encour¬ 
aged while working along side professional musicians, 
but also honored while participating in the pit Orchestra at 
Les Miserables. They are looking forward to another great 
year even though they are losing some amazing talent due 
to graduation. The Orchestra is very optimistic about the 
years to come. 
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Chorus is such a popular program at U-High that this year 
a new choir had to be added so that the whole thing wouldn’t burst. 

Treble Choir, which ended up being an all-girl choir, was 
offered during first hour this year for students who wanted to take 
Chorus but couldn’t fit it into their schedule. The girls progressed 
tremendously over the year. 

Chorus I is mainly a freshman based chorus, and is only 
half a period long, but is open to upperclassmen who can’t fit Cho¬ 
rus II into their schedules. Chorus II is the highest chorus ottered 
and is known as the school’s concert choir. 

This was an exciting year for chorus director Chris Cor¬ 
pus. Aside from students having an overwhelming passion tor her 



PROl’DIA HAII. The Chorus sin}»s the alma mater after the homecoming 
kins i‘nd queen were announced at the foothall same. “The Alma Mater holds 
sentimental value to all students and alums and is an honor to sins year," 
senior Kelly Morris said. 


classes, she was one of twelve finalists chosen for the 2004 Illinois 
Teacher of the Year award. The finalists were chosen from among 
300 educators nominated through the Those Who Excel’ awards 
program. 

“She’s just an outstanding educator. She is a wonder¬ 
ful teacher who knows her subject and understands her students. 
She’s been a credit to the fine arts program here,’’ Principal Gary 
O’Malley said. 

Corpus’ students are one of her main priorities, and one 
way she proves this is by having an open door policy. Students are 
tree to stop in tor some one-on-one tutoring, help with music theor 
homework, voice coaching, or just to talk. 

There are also great perks to being in one of Corpus’ class 
es. “Chorus students love certain days of the week because they gc 
to start class ott with a relaxation exercise, like ‘Back rub Fridays ’ 
junior Amy Pacilio said. 

Corpus always tries to relate to her students and be as un- 


♦ 


with other activities ui 

Chorus I and II began the year by singing together at half 
time of the homecoming football game. They sang a capella to the 
“National Anthem,” U-High’s alma mater, and a love ballad durin 
the announcement of court. Next came their fall concert. ^ 
The winter concert brought the holiday feeling into Stroud 
Auditorium with a beautiful version of “Have Yourself A Merry Littl 
Christmas,” “Rockin’ Jerusalem,” and “Blow, Blow, Thou Winter ^ 
Wind.’” 


“I liked ‘Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas’the best 
because you always need to hear those classic Christmas songs • 
around that time of year,” junior Alyssa Solava said. 

You could see the choirs grow and mature as a group as each 
concert presented more challenging pieces. At the spring concert the 
choir tackled difficult pieces from Beethoven, a medley of "Mary | 
Had a Little Lamb” in different musical themes, a piece completely in 
Latin and a choir version of pop singer Sting’s “Fields of Gold." 

“I liked this concert a lot because we got to learn about 
different eras of music, and being able to sing such a wide variety of 

• j 

music is also a lot of fun,” senior Kelly Morris said. 

The last concert of the year is the traditional senior con¬ 
cert, where the seniors were given the responsibility to put together 
a large medley and try and include a solo from every senior. The 
seniors chose the theme “The Show Must Go On,” and they sang a I 
huge .selection of songs which included “Signed, Sealed. Delivered,” 


“Grea.sed Lightning,” “Lean On 
Me,” and “Brown Eyed Girl.” 

“I had a lot of fun, it 
was nice to see some .seniors sing 
that you usually don’t see all the 
time. It was a good concert to 
go out on,” senior Keeley Janke 
said. 

“I’m going to miss sing¬ 
ing the ‘National Anthem’ and 
the alma mater at homecoming. 
There are so many experiences 
that I II never forget,” senior 
Amanda Bier said. 

Another group Chorus 
members could participate in 
was Jazz Choir. There were two 
different groups: Jazz’n the Af¬ 
ternoon and jazz’n the Evening. 
Jazz’n the Afternoon has become 
an all girls choir and is open to 
all ages. Jazz’n the Evening 
was a group of around 12 to 16 
students and was also open to all 
ages. 
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to next year, sophomore Alyssa Potter said. 




HOW hi(;hcanv()l;(;()? 

Mrs.. Corpus directs the alto sec¬ 
tion ol’C'horiis 1 (above). “Sin^- 
int> is hard >vork. it takes lots of 
practice and trainint> to ^et the 
exact sound you want,” freshman 
Lindsey Skaggs said. Members 
of ('horus I and Chorus II (left) 
came together to sing the National 
Anthem and the alma Matter at the 
Homecoming football game. “(>ot 
to love singing at the Homecoming 
game. It's the one time where the 
whole student body 
Actually hears us sing,” senior 
Keely Janke said. 

















at till* Madrigal dinner this fall. “Mad¬ 


rigals was a Int of fun and I'm Inukin^ 
forward to doin^ it next year,” Prior said. 
Junior Alex Preller, senior Carrie Vesper, 
Junior Patriek Turner, Junior Leah Prior 
and senior Joel Stone (below) praetice for 
the Madrigal dinner. “Madrigals was a l<»t 
of work but it was one of my favorite sinji- 

in^ groups by far,” Vesper said, as# 






















Mji nfaining Olde Traditioi-is 

Mjdi'igjls & CoLirt Singers 


Stoiy by Melissj Morrow 
Photographs by Allie locsoii 

Both are caked in green and purple sparkly make-up 
and clothed in mathing purple and green court jester costumes. 
As they skip down the long narrow isle the bells that adorn 
their costume jingle, the the audience claps and the show 
begins. 

This year's Madrigal Dinner entitled ‘Noel Royal,’ 
featured the comic tailorings of the court jesters Patrick Turner 
and Leah Prior as well as thirteen other unique and well 
trained Madrigal singers who performed in a series of skits 
in the format of a traditional Madrigal Dinner at the Radisson 
Hotel. 

Despite many first year members of the Madrigal 
Singers, the dinners the group held Thanksgiving weekend 
were a great success for the music department. The fifteen 
Madrigal singers and the nineteen members of Court Sing¬ 
ers performed a series of three Madrigal dinners on Sunday 
November 3()th and Monday December 1st. Both groups sang 
a variety of songs, most of which were in the traditional style 
of the madrigal dinners. The Madrigals accompanied their 
songs with the performance of skits ranging in topics from an 
infomercial to a sword fight. 


Everything included in the event took the visitors 
back to another period of time in history. Three Madrigal 
instrumental ensembles were compiled of students who 
accompanied the singers. The brass, string, and recorder 
ensembles played traditional music during breaks in the 
show, and added to the medieval ambiance of the event. 

The Radisson was decked out in decorations to 
make the banquet hall seem like a medieval castle. Several 
parents spent countless hours creating everything from 
wall hangings to table decorations in colors of red and 
green. To really transform the room, a drawbridge was 
made, which was hung in the main entry way to the ban¬ 
quet hall. 

The extraordinary decorations in the banquet hall 
were not the only accessory of the evening. All of the per¬ 
formers in the Madrigal dinners wore dress that emulates 
what the people of traditional Madrigal dinners would have 
worn. This was complete with tights, worn by everyone. 
“If you want to know what it’s like to wear tights, find a 
plastic bag and wrap it around your butt," junior Alex Prel- 
ler said. 



Nladrij»a| d' Stone and senior Carrie Vesper (above) kick < 

t'arvinR of the turkey, “'fhe dinner went extremely w 
Stone P^‘i*k. We all also enjoyed the food, the turkey wa: 


kas most exc( 


Because of the lighting, the singers were required 
to wear makeup for the audience members to be able to see 
facial features. “Wearing make-up feels really weird, it is 
sticky. All this stuff is stuck on your face and all you want 
to do is rip it off as fast as you can,’’ Preller said. 

The group sang a variety of different songs rang¬ 
ing from serious to comical pieces. “I really liked ‘Sleep 
of the Child Jesus,’ it was gorgeous," junior Whitney 
Philipps said. 

“My favorite song was Old Horatius, (a song in 
the style of Old McDonald) it was fun to watch the audi¬ 
ence laugh at us," Preller said. 

Although the dinners are the highlight of every 
Madrigal season, behind the glitter much more goes on. 
Madrigals go though a rigorous audition followed by 
rehearsals during a summer camp. Madrigals learned how 
to sing the different type of music traditionally sung by 
groups. 

In the fall, both the Madrigals and Court Singers 
performed at the ISU Madrigal Festival prior to the din¬ 
ners. Both groups performed and received constructive 
criticism from the ISU vocal .staff. During the festival the 
Madrigals were chosen as one of the day’s top ensemble 
performances. Both groups also had the chance to perform 
at the annual Holiday Concert at U-High. 

The group continued to perform after the dinner 
and into the holiday season. They were invited to perform 
at Clinton Presbyterian Church, Adelaide Apartments, Hol¬ 
iday Inn, Biaggi’s, the Chateau, Ewing Manor, and a place 
on the ISU campus for various events. U-High Madrigals 
gained a lot of respect throughout the school year, and look 
to return with plenty of experience to continue tradition. 
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A ^roup of* student actors 
(ri^ht) perform as peasents 
during a performances 
of “l.es Miserables: the 
School Kdition.” 



I 



r "v u. (above) show their talents in a scene 

rom Les Xliserables: the School Kditlon.’' During “Lost in Yonkers” Marion Sakaluk 
(right) was transformed into a grandmother using the magic of make-up. 
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It's dark, you can’t see more than three 
feet in front of you, and you’re trying not to 
move, cough, sneeze or even breathe too loud. 
Here in the darkness you are either desperately 
trying to remember your next line or maneuver¬ 
ing stacks of props so people don’t miss their cue. 
Sound like fun? It really is. Just ask any of the 
U-High thespians, the dedicated, interesting and 
talented students that make up the highly reputed 
Thespian Troupe #1156. 

Being a part of U-High Thespians isn’t 
your regular after school activity. For the three 
months before a play thespians work well into the 
night. Here they are rehearsing lines, blocking 
them with their director, building sets, creating 
lighting layouts, perfecting sound cues, or creat¬ 
ing costume and makeup design. 

“Makeup was crazy and hectic. It is also 
very nerve-wracking to come up with just the 
right makeup combination,” senior Allison Chu 
said. 

Only a truly diverse group of people could showcase all 
these unique talents and put together one great show. The ‘techies’ 
create, paint, and stage sets late into school nights, over breaks and 
on weekends; while the actors memorize, analyze and rehearse. 

Tech week lor the plays are both the best and worst part of the 
plays. The best is because the play is coming together and you get to 
he with your friends a lot. The worst becau.se you’re here until 11 or 
11.30 at night and tho.se friends you get to be with a lot start driving 
you nuts, sophomore Emily Thomsen said. 

Theatre knows no season. Unlike other U-High extracur¬ 
ricular, theatre has a least one project going at all times. This year 
High has organized, created, promoted and performed a fall play, 
c Winter one-acts, a group interpretation and what director Susan 
ctard called The biggest project we’ve ever done,” the spring 
'^^sical. Les Miserables — The Student Edition.” 

The fall play this year was Neil Simon’s comedy, “Lost 

chall ^ ^ c.'omplex characters and interesting story 

c:reate a high-quality show. It was very well ac- 

iravelr honored with an invitation to 

heatre Fest, a competition for .student theater. 

reason ^ lucky enough to catch the Thespians holiday- 

"^^crestin^ ^^'hons, the winter one acts, you surely experienced an 
iheyco ^Hows pre.sented this year were diverse but 

each other. “Strange Snow,“ “Mother Hicks” and 


Voices ot September 11th” included drama, comedy and a .solemn 
and human tribute. The one acts are a great way to welcome new ac¬ 
tors and technicians into theatre and keep veteran members involved 
in the space between the fall play and the spring musical. 

The thespians were especially lucky this year to 
work directly with the writer of their group interpretation, Mr. Ron 
Emmons. The group presented “What You Will,’’ a unique turn of 
Shakespeare s play “Twelfth Night.” The nine actors working on 
the production presented the finished work at their annual fund-rais¬ 
ing event at Barnes & Noble, entertaining not only U-High students, 
teachers and parents but many Barnes & Noble shoppers. After au¬ 
diences were entertained by the performance’s raps and impromptu 
dance numbers they purchased close to $500 of Barnes & Nobles 
merchandise to benefit U-High Theatre. Thetard said that while she 
views group interp’s sectional competition as an important perfor¬ 
mance the most important to her has always been public presenta¬ 
tion. “We’re representing U-High and our program,” she said. 

The spring play pre.sented perhaps the largest challenge 
every for the troupe, as they took on the epic musical “Les Misera¬ 
bles.” 

“It is all music, there were tons of new people who got 
involved, and there were many new things to learn,” Thetard said. 

The thespians weren’t too worried about all the work for 
the musical, because everyone was extremely excited to have an 
opportunity to be a part of the production of Victor Hugo’s master¬ 
piece. “Les Mis” is one of the most successful musicals in theatre 
history, and was a truly unique and fascinating show that put all U- 
High Thespians to the ultimate test. The costumes, makeup and set 
are extremely challenging and different from anything ever created 
before by many high school programs. 

“Being Thenardier wasn’t hectic or nerve-wracking, 
because he’s such a fun character. He’s just a great character to act 
because you just get up there on stage, dance around, and have tun. 

It was great,” sophomore Fred Geyer said. 

One-sixth of all U-High students worked on the production 
including; forty-five cast members and thirty-five crew members. 

“It was very overwhelming to be a part ot the chorus tor such a big 

show, but it was fun,” Thom.sen said. 

Not surprisingly, U-High's thespians had another great 
year. This is probably because they’re an awesome group of talented 
and hard-working people that aren’t afraid of a big challenge and 
always seem to rise to the occasion year in and year out. It s pretty 
safe to .say that next year will be just as great. U-High Thespian 
Troupe #1156 had a very successful year and went above and beyond 
the common expectations ot any other high school theatre club. 
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To most people, being an actor is considered 
one of the most creative aspects of theater or perfor¬ 
mance. To junior Katie Karl, however, there s a lot 
more to any production than the people on the stage. 

There is, for example, the stage itself. 

To Karl, a thespian set designer, set design 

and production is much more interesting. “To be an 
actor you must pretend or act to be a different person 
and character. You must become something you are 
not. When you are in set design you get to use your 
own designs and ideas and create something com¬ 
pletely original,” Karl said. 

Using her own ideas, Karl played an impor- 

tant role in the set construction for the production 
of “Les Miserables, The School Edition” which was 
performed in April. Katie was the set head for the 
show. She helped design and build almost every piece 

and prop. 

Although Karl had plenty of help with con¬ 
struction, being a set head is still very time consum¬ 
ing. 

“Not only that, it’s physically demanding 
too!” Karl said and added that it sometimes requires 
a lot of physical labor to put a set together, which is to 
say nothing of the safety issues the set head needs to 
be aware of 

“Anytime you 
build anything, you 
become responsible for 
the actors safety in a 
way. If I built some¬ 
thing that isn’t safe and 
put it on stage, lives 
could be in danger.” 

Because “Les 
Miserables” was such a 
large production, Karl 
got plenty of help from 
professional set build¬ 
ers, adults and students 
to ensure safety for 
everyone. 

Ever since the 
third grade, when her 
teacher said she was 
very dramatic, Katie 
has been involved 
in theater. Being a part 
of “Les Miserables” 
was only one of many 


production she has been a part of. To her, this show 
was a very enlightening experience. 

Usually, thespians are either on the stage or 
behind it. Karl feels most comfortable as part of the 
tech crew. 

“You get to be yourself, and it’s so much fun 
backstage,” she said. 
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Senior Justin Palm (left) and 
other cast members raise 
their weapons mid-revolu¬ 
tion. Senior Shane Irvin 
makes off w ith some stolen 
silverware. 
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Ctvoted Dancers 

Oi'chesis 
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It-S a cH)mtiion misconception that Orchesis is only tor young 
women with a lengthy backgrou.td in da.ice that enjoy doing formal 
dance such as hallet. That is simply not true; Orchesis is much more 
than that. It is a class for guys and girls of all ages, experiences, pas¬ 
sions and preferences. Some people in Orchesis have been dancing 
since the age of three, while others only started at the beginning of 
the semester. However, they all have one thing in common; their love 


of dance as an art form. 

Laurie Merriman, who is a dance professor at Illinois State 
University, teaches Orchesis. She’s been running the program for U- 
High since 1988, and has been an instructor since her undergraduate 
days. She has brought all of her experience with an attempt to assist 
the students in growing and improving as dancers. The students are 
committed to her as well. “Laurie is like a mother to all ot us. She 
yells at us, laughs with us, talks to us, and is there for us,” junior 
Stephanie Donnan said. 

Orchesis consisted of 50 members, 35 ot which come from 
U-High. The rest attend schools all over the county, stretching from 
Normal Community to Heyworth. Orchesis had six male members. 
Although the guy/girl ratio is intimidating, senior Justin Palm has a 
solution. “There are a lot of guys who wouldn’t deal well with this 
situation. It’s basically a ten to one ratio of girls to guys, so it takes a 
certain kind of man, someone with the utmost integrity and honor, to 
be able to handle this maturely,” Palm said. 

The class starts at 7:00 a.m. at McCormick Hall, not too far 
from Metcalf on University Street. “Students walk down the halls 
into the class wearing slippers and pajamas,” Merriman said. This 
is a true testament to the participants' devotion and desire to learn 
and improve also. “By the time they leave this class, they have their 
endorphins going and they’re ready to face the day,” Merriman said. 

For their productions, members of Orchesis are challenged 
with putting on a show basically on their own. They choreograph 
dances, control the light and sound, help with costumes, and work 
backstage with the sets. They have to advertise and find suitable 
ushers as well. The theme of the fall’s production was jazz music and 
dance, which was fully student choreographed. The spring’s produc¬ 
tion was ba,sed on an ethnic theme. Some of the countries"featured in 
this piece were Mexico, Italy, Spain, Brazil, and Russia. 

There is also a misconception that Orchesis is very easy, 
considering it is supposedly all dancing and no real schoolwork. 

Orchesis is not a slack-ott class,” junior Whitney Philipps said, “In 
addition to the productions the put on. the students are also given 
lessons and projects to complete. These projects have included mak¬ 
ing websites on dance history and technique, group choreography 

projects, cultural research papers, and having student teachers from 
the University.” 



Merriman praised her “phenomenally talented” seniors, 
which included Kalleigh Thomas, Chenay McDaniel, and Annie 
Johnson. She also added that sophomore Melissa Shanahan wasac 
amazing young talent, who could dance anywhere in the country. 1 
1 could take a dance class at 7 a.m. for the rest of my life. I would 
Thomas said. .Shanahan agreed, saying Orchesis is difficult but also 
fun. 

Surely ingrained in the mind of these dancers are the sene> 
ol “gut-busters,” which the class goes through two times a week, 
sometimes even more, depending on whether or not Merriman twls 
they need more abdominal strength. They include but aren 
to 10 minutes of leg lifts, crunches, partner leg throwdowns, back 
curls, etc. “They get mad at me when 1 make them sweat before 
school,” said Merriman, “and 1 feel real sorry tor them. 

The diversity of the class is something Merriman 
believes is very unique. “1 think it’s a pretty cool thing 
people coexist, and have these lasting memories with oneano 
an extension beyond just the halls of U-High. They are really 
ested in this art form that they're studying,” Merriman 

Orchesis is not limited to ballet dancing, just as ^ 
not limited to running the ball, or basketball is not 
the three-pointer. Orchesis is unique, and is driven by 
own creativity and hard work, it creates something that wi 
yond the halls of U-Hi«h 
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I(W .lessie Bower (above left) shim- 

^*>fsis.” favorite dances in 


JAIL HRKAKKRS Senior Kallei}>h Thomas, senior Chenay 
McDaniel and sophomore Melissa Shanahan (left) glide across 
Stroud in their fall performance. “Kalleigh and 1 worked really 
hard on this piece and I am proud of how it turned out,” McDaniel 
said. .lunior Robin Berryman (below) tries to keep on time with 
the rest of her dancing beauties. “This dance inspired by the movie 
C hicago really cam together well,” Berryman said. 
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JI ST KiNORK/I HK 
CAMKRA Senior Drue 
Hocker draws during 
art class while Senior 
Alex Leach (ri^ht) 
captures some footage 
for a small film. Leach 
and HcK-ker were work¬ 
ing together during 
H<H.*ker’s art class to 
get film for a fdm club 
project. “We didn't do 
a lot of filming at sch(N)l 
or during the day. This 
w as just a really small 
project more of a prac¬ 
tice,” Leach said. 





C»K I LOW Senior Drue 
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Film Club 


Stoiy by Kelly Morris 
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When they were juniors Alex Leach, 
Matt Baugh, and Alex Idleman thought they 
would like a way to express their love for film 
at U-High, so they started the film club. It 
wasn't until this year, the club’s second, that 
their work really seemed to pay off 

“We wanted to establish a club where 
students at U-High could express their creativ¬ 
ity by producing a movie that tells a story about 
who they are,” Idleman said. 

This year has been better than last 
because the club members truly began working 
as a team. Last year’s Film Club broke up in to 
smaller groups to work on individual projects, 
which wasn’t really productive, so for this year 
they decided to work as a group on one project 
- a tactic that paid off. 

“Last year was very unproductive but a 
decent first step. Alex, Matt, and I were kind of 
testing the waters and trying to establish Film 
Club,” Leach said. 

The club had some really good ideas 
and lapped into some people’s creative minds by encouraging 
people to write whatever they wanted. “We generated about five 
scripts last year, but none of them ever got produced due to time 
constraints and poor planning on my part. It was kind of hard to 
gel something going though since we didn’t start until second se¬ 
mester with getting the club going but regardless I wish we could 
have completed some ot the shorts because there was some good 
material,” Leach said. 

This year film club members created two films and be¬ 
gan work on a third. The first one they made was a remake of an 
episode of the “Twilight Zone.” 

We really wanted to capture the ambiance that makes 
^ ^Twilight Zone so intriguing. It was also a good project for us 
jo 0 because each episode has cinematic qualities so it’s more 
' eashort film,’ Idleman said, and added, “We shot in black and 
and 1 think it turned out really well.” 

lead Carrie Vespor and Martin Langrall played the 

lin *^^ 1 ^^ senior Josh Kossman playing the part of Rod Ster- 
3nd 1 h ^ behind the camera and Alex 

number L^^ch said. “I was actually surprised by the 

orot people that showed up to help and was happy to see a 


budding interest for a film club in our school.” 

The second movie was a public service announce¬ 
ment about drunk driving. The film was actually an entry 
into a local contest for films by teens and the group decided it 
would be a good way to express who they were while convey¬ 
ing an important message. 

1 haven t had large roles in the films we have 
produced. Every role is still important. I played the role of 
the drunk driver in the announcement. You have to take it all 
seriously, if you want to put out a good product you have to 
play your character well. It you don’t, the camera may catch 
something that throws the scene and possibly the entire movie 
out of whack,” Idleman said. 

Everyone was pleased with the final project but the 
group’s film was not selected to run due to the length. 

I was extremely happy with the end product, we had 
a gritty, well cut piece and I was sad to .see it not be selected,” 
Idleman added. 

The third film that they began producing is a docu¬ 
mentary on what it’s like to be a student at U-High. The film 
started oft as a project by senior Darren Beverage but made its 
way to the Film Club. 

“The idea had potential, but needed some time to 
develop,” Idleman said. As a group they decided to have a few 
members cover each department at U-High and then bring all 
of their film together in the end. 

“This is a project that we didn’t get finished due to 
time,” Leach explained. 

Brian Conant is the teacher sponsor of Film Club. 
“When we formed the club we wanted a teacher that would 
be able to connect with the students here at U-High,” Idleman 
said. 

All of the students meet about once a month but the 
founders keep in touch weekly. 

“We hope that even after a couple of shaky years 
starting off that younger kids in the club will keep it going and 
film club will eventually be very successful,” Leach .said. 

“I was thrilled with the progress we made this year 
compared to what we did last year. I mean, we actually did 
something this year. My biggest fear though is that film club 
will die with Alex, Matt and me but I don’t think that will hap¬ 
pen,” Idleman added. 
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Most people wouldn’t even consider Chess a sport. Sotne 
would even stereotype it as a game for nerds with nothing better to 
do. Some would even say it’s not even worth playing, that chess is 
too boring. But try telling any of this to the U-High Chess Team. 

Chess Team is an unconventional extracurricular activ¬ 
ity. It falls in that weird area of it being a competition but without 
the strenuous physical aspect that comes with most activities. But 
then again, where’s the physical activity in golf? Chess is more ot 
a thinking game, where instead of going out and running sprints tor 
practice, the players compete against each other. All ot this was 
perfected under the supervision of head Coach Don Robinson and 
assistant Coach Ray Fritsch. 

“The more experienced players play each other while the 
younger players ask questions about the game.” junior Jay Mishra 
said. The more experienced students include juniors Jay Mishra and 
Durga Giridharan. seniors David Robinson, Paul Fritsch. and Matt 
Conte. Robinson, Fritsch, and Conte, the seniors on the team, are 
also the captains. 

So what role do the coaches play then? “When we play, the 
coaches will ask us questions about what we’re doing, and make us 
think about the moves that we’ve made. They also teach us different 
end moves for games and put us in difficult situations that we may 
encounter in a tournament,” said Giridharan. 

U-High has always had a winning tradition with the Chess 
Team. The team finished second in the Central Illinois Chess 
League, which was a huge accomplishment. In addition to that team 
achievement, they had three individuals that placed in the top ten. 
The team qualified for the state tournament, where they finished 
54th overall. 


“Chess is different than most activities where you compete. 
It’s more comparable to wrestling or track than to basketball or foot¬ 
ball. You’re recognized not only as a team but also as an individual, 
so you’re only as strong as the worst player,” Mishra said. “I think 
that we had a strong team this season and everyone really learned 
a lot. I honestly think that we could compete on the National level 
but I don’t think we’ll go to the tournament because of schedulint> 
conflicts. Hopefully next year we will be able to go," Mishra added. 

“I think that the seniors have had a good four years, we’re 
all pretty happy about how we’ve competed throughout high school," 
Conte said. “I think that the best part about chess is that it’s much 
more ot a strategy and thinking game than any other activity. You 

have to try to anticipate your opponents move and constantly adjust 
to what they do," Conte continued. 

Looking on to next year, Mishra and Giridharan, next 
year’s captains, both seem to think they will have a very strong 
team. “Even though we’re losing about half of our team, we h'ave 
some really good freshmen players that are coming in next year. 
There are two freshmen that are fairly good for how young they are 
and should make our team better. I think we will have a better team 



A (JAME OF I HOUCHT Junior .lay Mishra (al)ovr) pomlcrs his ncM move in 
an inten.se ^ame of chess. “Practice and preparation are key for beinssucces* 
till in actual competition," Mishra said. 


and will make it to the top ten at .state next year,” Mishra said. 

“We practice hard and compete just like every other sport 
think that it’s odd that U-High students don’t support the Chess 
as much, considering the amount of success that we ve had 
I would encourage students to come to a tournament and see just ^ 
exciting it can actually be,” Conte .said. 

While the Chess Team may not have the cheerleaders 
that can be found at a football game, the members still jj|’. 

just as much as any other team. U-High is a school about 
feient things, so instead of brushing off chess as just an 
kids with acne in the school, try stopping by a tournament an 
what chess is actually all about. 
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Dcsirahle in nature and beyond comparis( 
^ est. is what U-High sports has prided itself 
triving tor excellence in every aspect of evei 

U H' *^‘t(-’h athlete. Students come t( 

stronf h 

? athletic program that has been instilled hei 

such as each athletes' attribute 

trainin'' endurance. Through 

^ g and effort .student became finely tuned 

"’^^hines ready to compete. 

Wed ver*^^ U-High machine com- 

^^echa Solf team brought hoir 

'’'^*seitpy^n^''^.^^’P' Uvery team pushed hard to 
^laie. ^ ^§ionals and some even advanced t( 


II isn’t always in the trophies and first place 
finishes, however, that great accomplishments are 
found. 

Great accomplishments exist within the 
hearts and attitudes of the players and coaches. Any¬ 
one who puts their mind to something and leaves a 
season better then when they came in, is successful. 

Students involved in athletics learn more then 
just basic skill. They learn about patience, leader¬ 
ship, and how to work with others in order to accom¬ 
plish a goal with a group of people. And after mas¬ 
tering all of those qualities, that is when our teams 
were able to become successful. 
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VolLeyb^lL 
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“Bump! Set! Spike It! That’s the way we like it!” roared 
the girl’s volleyball team before every match this year. Their 
cheer was just one way they readied themselves, but not the only 
way. “Cheering together before matches really gets us fired up, 
but nothing is like stepping onto the court and hearing the cheers 
of fans who believe in you,” senior co-captain Rachael Severson 

said. 

Severson and co-captain Cali Cooper had to make some 
great leaps of faith in their team this season. Even though the girls 

ended with a winning 
record and a regional 
championship, it didn’t 
come easy. 

The volleyball girls 
had many obstacles to 
overcome; the greatest of 
these was rebuilding the 
team after key starters 
from the previous year 
graduated. The girls 
knew from the start it 
was going to be tedious 
to decide their replace¬ 
ments. “The First couple 
weeks of practices were 
especially tough. Walking 
into the gym each day we 
knew it was going to be 
bump, set and spike for 
the next couple of hours. 
Dedication was key,’’ 
Cooper said. 

“This year the team 
was a lot younger. Since 
so many seniors gradu¬ 
ated, it took a lot of hard 
work to bond together 

to play at the level that 
we played,” Severson said. Made up of five sophomores, three 
juniors, and two seniors, the pioneers did stand young. “This 
year’s advantages were low in quantity but high in quality. Overall 
I would have to say our senior captains were definitely our biggest 
advantage,” sophomore Regina Feagin said. Even though the se¬ 
niors stood out as the prominent leaders everyone was an accent to 
the team’s success. ”lt takes everybody to make a point,” Feagin 
continued, ‘and it takes everybody to win games.” 

U-High definitely made a point this year at the regional 
conference, where they were dominant champions. The team was 



IN YOLR FACE Senior Rachel Severson, right, had a smooth approach as she 
executed a rough spike against her opponent. “That’s one thing I constantly workoo- 
You can rack up points that way,” Severson explained. 


happy to win but knew tough competition was ahead ot them. After 
we won (regionals) it felt good, like we accomplished something, but we j 
knew' that we were going to have to play our best in order to win another 
one. Cooper said. U-High was soon matched up against Flanagan for 
the sectional game. The Pioneers battled it out for three games, just to 
come up short in the first round. “I was sad that w e lost but 1 was not ^ 
crushed because we played great. That was the best we could ha\e<lr)ne 
at that time, Severson commented. 

After a disappointing loss the team eagerly began looking fur 
ward to next year. The team knows with the loss of two powerful seni 
it will take even more hard work and practices to accomplish another 
winning season. After this season, w ith a strong underclass team, 
have set their goals high. “We were sad to see this season end. juu 
Melissa Martin said, “but we are determined to make it further next. 
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teamwork The ^irls v(»lleyhiill team (above) come together to «et pumped up for 
the next match. “We really connected this year. I hat was a big part in trying to win our 
games." Melissa Martin said, .lunior Mellissa Martin (below) bumps the ball to her setter. 



Wh^t It’S Like to 
lump Seive 

Marveling at those volleyball all-stars and their 
fancy spikes and serves? Well you too can know how to serve 
the ball like a pro. Senior volleyball player C:ali C'ooper 
breaks down the steps and secrets to jump serving. 



Stand in ready position. 
Feet spread slightly in front of one 
another, left foot in front. Place hall 
in left hand directly over leading foot. 
Draw your right arm back in striking 
post ion to your ear lobe. 




Toss ball in the air about three feet 
in front of you. It’s very important 
to keep your eye on the ball at all 
times. 



Your going to take a few quick steps 
towards the ball. Start with your 
left foot and step left-right-left. 




Lunge off your last step and swing 
your right striking arm down 
making contact with the ball. Swing 
arm all the xvay through until it 
bangs down by your side. 





Land on both your feet and watch 
your ball go soaring over the net! 
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Boys Football 
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This season was a new beginning for the U-High football program; 
the start of the Kurt Olson era. The former quarterback led the Pioneers to 
their best record since 1997, as U-High hmshed 6-4 overall. 4-3 m the tonler- 

ence, and went to the playotts. 

In the spring of 2002, the returning players experienced a tew prac¬ 
tices with their third new- head coach in three years. Through hard summer 
work-outs and twice-a-day practices, the U-High football team transtoimed 
from players to playmakers. Olson motivated the boys to put the past behind 
them and focus on having U-High’s best season in six years. 

As the Pioneers’ first game drew closer, students, fans, and opposing 
coaches hardly knew what to expect. With senior Nick Chiodo switching to 
quarterback, he opened the season with 169 total yards and three touchdowns 
against Farmington, as the Pioneers cruised to a 30-0 win. 

The boys would then go on to blow out intercity rival Central 
Catholic, 57-14. C.J. Johnson rushed for 149 yards on 14 carries with three 
touchdowns as Chiodo added 218 yards and three touchdowns. 

U-High’s offensive attack was pushed by Chiodo, whose mobility 
and elusiveness gave him the option to run or throw. Amassing around 2,()()() 
yards of total offense throughout the year, Chiodo provided the spark that 
ignited the team. 

If Chiodo provided the spark, then U-High’s rushing attack provided 
the Hre. U-High’s ground game was centered around junior tailback C.J. 
Johnson, who rushed for over 500 yards this season. Johnson was comple¬ 
mented by the style of senior fullback Michael Whalen, who came in late in 
the year to rush for over 300 yards. 

When the ball couldn’t be pushed down the held, it was passed 
through the air. Chiodo had plenty of targets to throw to, including the duo 
of senior wide receivers Jeremy Foster and Patrick Carroll. Foster, who was 
known to make spectacular catches throughout the season, gave opposing 
defenses trouble in the end zone. Carroll used his speed to get deep, often 
moving behind the defender to make the big play. Carroll also contributed in 
kick-off and punt returns as well as playing cornerback on defense. Juniors 
Delano Robinson and Andy Dittbenner also had a tew chances to play at wide 
receiver. 

The Pioneers were solid on defense as well, providing a lethal line 
that could stop the run and get to the quarterback. U-High’s defense was lead 
by the pass-rush tandem ot senior Evan Kapanga and junior Peter Buchi<^- 
nani. Team captain Brady Wrezinski was a mainstay on both the offensive 
and defensive lines, jamming the middle and controlling the game. 

Whether on defense or offense, the boys posses.sed talent and de¬ 
termination that no U-High football team had before them. They approached 
every game with heart and a passion for winning. Despite the injuries, 
set-backs, and heart breaking losses, these Pioneers forged ahead, ultimately 
showing their true character as a team. These boys, with a boost from Kurt 
Ofson, not only revised the U-High program but earned back the respect it 
once had. as well as prepared it for those to go through in years to come 



Year In Review 



IIHS 

or 

Farmington 

30 

0 

Central C.3tholic 

57 

14 

Hersclier 

48 

20 

Prjirie Central 

20 

47 

Rocl Tester 

7 

0 

Mihomet 

13 

3.^ 

PontLic 

20 

35 

Olympu 

31 

14 

Mendotj 

20 

b 

CoctI City (pbyoffs) 

7 

35 


72 Cbrion 
























MH KNhl.F Senior Pat Carroll (left) waits intesly for Chiodo 
to call the snap. “VVaitins t<» execute is an adrenaline rush,” Carroll 
said. Senior Mike Whalen (above) manages to hold on to the hall lonu 
enoush to complete the touchdow n despite heiiis tackled. “I miess vou 
just can’t stop me,“ W halen said. 
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CATC H mi: if ^OIJ CAN .funior Andy Dittbenner (left) makes a dash for the 
end /one. “I got ahold of the hall and just took off riiniiinjj,” Dittbenner said. 
Senior Nick C hiodo accompanied hy Juniors Delano Robinson, Lane Raney, and 
Kyle Schaihley (above) point out a few things to the referee. “I have seen some 
had refs in my day, hut this one was by far the worst,” C hiodo said. 
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HKRK IT COMES Sophomore 
Nandani Bhat (riuht) throws the 
hall in the air and prepares to 
finish her serve. “I really worked 
hard on my serve this season, 
improvinj* it t(» the point where it 
w as the strong point of my game,” 
Bhat said. 





)ll handle THAT 

ibove left) returns the ball to her iPP^ 

:kly recovers for her next 

lave to remember to mcive ' jj. 

tly keep up with the ^,o 

mna Schilawski (above rig 

[1 her balance after ceson.** 
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Girls Tennis 

Stoiy By Mjggie Hoonunjvvjiuii 
PhotogrjpiTS By AUie lorson jwi Bjrbrj B^ker 

Wipping sweat from her forehead she stepped 
up to the line, racket in one hand, ball in the other. It 
wasn’t extremely hot that day, but the strength and 
energy it took to complete every swing was a workout 
all on its own. Of course with that swing comes mental 
preparation and the ability to know what you’re doing 
with it; something all of the girls on the tennis team 
had this year. With one step and a powerful stroke, 
senior captain Jennie Wang served the ball one last 
time before scoring the winning point in her match. 

“It was a sweet victory. It was exciting that all of my 
hard work paid off with this win. I beat out Kelsey 
Laird from Normal West in a 7-5, 6-2 match. It was a 
nice comeback from losing to her the previous tourna¬ 
ment.” Wang said. 

The girls were estatic to bring home their first 
place trophy. Throughout all of the history of the U- 
High girls tennis team no one had ever won a single 
tournament. The victory was something totally unex¬ 
pected, but notably deserved. With a strong partnership 
between Jennie Wang and freshman Catherine Butts, 
backed by key players such as sophomore Nandani 
Bhat and juniors Anna Schilawski and Brooke Co- 
gan, the girls stepped it up this year, despite the slight 
changes made to the program. 

In past years with Coach Bob Runyan had the girls running on 
a certain routine. “I was pretty fond of Coach Bob and hated to see him 
go. But 1 just made the most of it and really enjoyed my senior season,” 

^ang commented. Although Harriet Cogan had been an assistant coach 

__for many previous 
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w 
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seasons, as this year’s 
Head Coach she de¬ 
cided to switch things 
up a bit. “I wasn’t sure 
how things would be 
with my mom being 
the head coach, but I 
ended up enjoying my 
mom being around the 
team. She really did a 
good job of bringing 
us together,” Brooke 
Cogan said. The girls 
did refer to this year 
as more fun though, 
mostly because they 
not only trained and 
played, but become 

^'^abitcli h close-knit. “This may 

l’ really fun, and it was mostly because 

Bhat said. 

*'^^bihing bonds that lifted the girls up when not 

their way. Like most seasons, not every match has 
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a successful ending. Yet it’s those that are not won that you are 
able to take the most from. “When I couldn’t come up with a 
win, I tried that much harder.’’ Bhat said. This proves that the 
experience you have is determined simply by your attitude. 

Butts provided some game-winning attitude as well. 
“Everyone just assumed I’d play volleyball like my sister so 
I worked that much harder to show I had my own talents to 
win too. Butts said. Each girl had their individual gifts and 
strengths to offer the team in good times and bad. 

As Bhat approached her final match assuming an easy 
win, she unexpectedly had to work harder than she ever had 
before. The Springfield High Invitational attacked her with four 
matches in a row that day. 

With help and support from her teammates she was 
able to get through it all. Placing sixth in the tournament wasn’t 
her dream but she still referred to it as truly rewarding experi¬ 
ence. She felt that it provided growth in her game and within 
the team. “It was that trip that I noticed we had come together 
the most. From that point on, the season was a blast,” Bhat re¬ 
called. That weekend may not have awarded the girls a trophy, 
but more importantly, a few friendships. 



IT’S .MINK Junior Sophie Wan reaches to return the hall to her oppo¬ 
nent. “You have to be quick in tennis because the ball can be hit from 
one side of the court to other in seconds,” Wan said. 
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I.OOK OUT BKUOVV Senior John SolberR and sophomore Ryan Wahlheini fall t< 
the Rround alter eollidinR »ith an opponent. “Slide taeklinR from behind really ue 
me mad. It s such a cheap shot,” .Solberg said. ‘ ^ 



HK.VDS I P Junior 
.Andy Clark (aboel 
strugjjles to maintain 
halance a.s he is shoved 
by an opponent from 
behind. “ScKcerisa 
physical sport, ^ou re 
^oinji to get pushed, 
riie trick is not losing 
your temper,” Clark 
said. Junior .\dam 
Hei.ssler (left) prepares 
for a header. “Headers 
can be difficult, ''hen 
going in for one. vou 
have to make sure.'our 
head and the hall nuke 

eonlaci at the right sprt 

in order for it to 
eessful." Heisslrrs'"- 
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Ci e^t Expectations 

Boys Soccer 

Stoiy by Alex Idlenun 

Photogi-jphs by Uniie BUss aixi Bjrbjrj Bjker 


success. 


The boys soccer team at U-High has had a long-standing tradition of s__ 

But with the departure of many seniors from the 2002 squad and only three seniors on this 
year s team, many people questioned whether or not the program would succeed this year. 

Most of us didn’t expect to have a winning season,” said senior captain John Solberg, 
The young guys worked really hard though and made good progress in the summer.” Se- 
nior captain Jeremy Maubach added, “We weren’t supposed to be good at all.” 

Despite predictions, the boys were able to 
prove themselves on the field. Even though 
the team wasn t as good this year on paper, on 
the field they were brought to life as they came 
together. The boys finished the season with a 
winning record of 13-8-1, losing in the Sectional 
game to Dunlap, 3-1. 

This year's team was primarily led by the 
three seniors: Solberg, Maubach, and Justin Hin- 
shaw. The trio was looked at to provide veteran 
leadership throughout the season while scoring 
a majority of the team’s goals. At season’s end, 
both Maubach and Hinshaw received all-sectional 
honors. 

All-state honors were given to Solberg, who 
also broke the U-High record for the amount of 
goals scored in one game by an individual. He 
surpassed the previous record of eight goals, set 
by Jeremy Stanton in 1995, by knocking in nine 
in a single game. Solberg missed the state record 
by one goal. 

“That was a really sweet game,” said junior 
Andy Clark of U-High’s 17-0 win over Cham¬ 
paign Central, “Solberg’s a great player,” he 
added. Clark had five assists in the same game. 

Junior Pete Killian thought that this season 
went fairly well, but next year he believes U-High 
could bring home a state trophy. Solberg agrees 
the team should do pretty well, stating that the 
team should be solid, but believes they will miss 
the three departing seniors. 

U-High cruised to a regional victory and re¬ 
ceived a number three seed against Dunlap. “Our 

heads just weren't in that game,” said Solberg ot the 3-1 Sectional loss, which was by tar 
the biggest disappointment of the season. 

The Pioneers were hurt by injuries to junior goalkeeper Chance Walker, who lacerated 
his spleen during summer soccer. “Losing Chance was big, said Solbeig, He was a spark 
plug for the team.” Walker was forced to wear a brace for part of the season that greatly 

limited his mobility. 

U-High’s boys soccer team, which has been a staple in U-High sports for the last sev¬ 
eral years, continued its winning tradition with its 11th straight Regional title. Beyond just 
having a good season, the players also had iun. The boys are now preparing themselves to 
meet great expectations lor next year. With leaders like Clark and Junior Armando Baez, 
the U-Hich soccer team should be in a good position to continue the winning tiadition. 
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FORK Senior Kelly 
Morris watches her ball 
soar through the air. i’ve 
never hit the ball very far. 
so I always have to make 
sure it goes straight to 
make up for my lack of 
distance,” Morris said. 




FINK IT I'P Junior Marisa Milligan (left) lines up her putt. “ I puf ^ 
time into practicing mv short game. Putting is something that comes "it 
of patience and hard work. Concentration on the green is vital to a success 
putt,” Milligan said, 
angle of her putt on the green, 
the right mind set,” Brow n said. 


lard work. Concentration on the green is vital to a succ 
said. Senior Teryn Bow n (below) squats down to get a e 
[ on the green. “You not only have to get the right rea 
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In dependent Women 

Gil ls Golf 
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Unusual circumstances challenged the girls golf 
team to become independent at the start of the season. 
Coach Cal Hubbard suffered from past knee difficulties, 
forcing him to take leave for reconstructive knee surgery. 
With their head coach sidelined. Chuck Gault took over 
the duties. “It was hard starting off without Hubbard, 
but Coach Gault was a good filler for the job," junior 
Marisa Milligan said. 

Senior Kelly Morris stated that it was difficult 
because all of the girls were accustomed to having Hub¬ 
bard there for encouragement and support. Thankfully, 
Gault stepped up and led the girls golf team in the begin¬ 
ning of the season. Hubbard was grateful for the help of 
Coach Gault and the senior leadership on the team. 

“Being one of the two seniors, I felt like it was 
my position to lead because, with such a small team, it is 
important to have leadership," said Morris, “It has been 
a tradition for seniors to be there for the team." Morris 
took the time to fill Hubbard in on what was going on, 
even when he couldn't be on the course with the girls. 

The girls golf team was definitely self-driven. 



STKAIJNG INTKRCrn The sirls golf team won their 7th consecutive Intensity title. “It’s 

p easing to have teams so successful. It all comes from the girls’ hard work and dedication ” 
C oach Cal Hubbard said. 


They wanted to improve and push each other to be the 
best that they could be. “Golf is an individual game. You have to be 
driven to improve. You can’t force someone to work at stuff if they 
don t want to, Hubbard said. Each of the girls strived to improve 
herself and do her personal best. Junior Marisa Milligan was often 
found practicing feverishly on the driving range or on the putting 
green. Practice didn't end on the golf course either. Milligan also 

_ worked out and 
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lifted weights 
during the winter 
to increase her 
distance. 

Despite 
early setbacks, 
the girls season 
started with a 
bang. The team 
received first in 
the Blooming¬ 
ton Invitational 
and second in 
the Cleveland 
Classic. This was 
only the start 
of many ac- 


^^^^d Up come during the .season. The girls 

in '^*^**^^ more tournaments on the year and placed 
other tournament. The girls afso managed to win 


their Conference and capture their 7th consecutive Intercity title. 
The girls went on to finish their season with a perfect match record 
of 15-0 and .seven tournament titles. 

By winning Sectionals, the girls obtained an automatic 
birth to the state tournament. 

At state, the girls played their hardest, under tough condi¬ 
tions, achieving fifth place. “We were satisfied because we were 
the top class A fini.sher up against many double A schools. I'm very 
proud of all the girls," Morris .said. 

This .season allowed plenty of room for improvement 
amongst the girls. Milligan, with an average of 39, broke Meghan 
Naik’s record of 40.39 from the previous year, placing Milligan at 
second best in the .school’s history. Every single teammate followed 
by cutting .several strokes off of their scores. 

Unlike years past where the team relied on two .scores 
consistently, this .squad grew in depth where any of the six players 
could come in with a solid score to u.se. Sophomores Lisa English 
and Brittany Kilborn became two very reliable underclassmen. 
Ereshman Christine Liang proved that no varsity experience was 
necessary by becoming a valued player on the team as well. The 
team's improvement not only came from hard work but enjoyment 
of the game. “This golf team is unique. We all get along and are 
very clo.se. There isn't any rivalry between players," Milligan said. 

Even though the U-High girls golf team had to face chal¬ 
lenges and adversity, nothing could have pha.sed this year’s .squad. 
Their chemistry made them too strong to be ripped apart by any un¬ 
expected twist or turn in the .season. Their bond and talent created 
the ultimate recipe for a successful year and a .solid finish at state. 
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Vn i inp^ Guns ^ 


Stoiv by Kelly Morris 

Photogi'jphs by bmie Bbss jivI Mitch Bdkei 

The boy's golf season began with a lot of youthful 
hope and promise, but also many of unanswered questions. As 
the season progressed, the young linksters became seasoned 
veterans. The unanswered questions rapidly were answered 
with a third (91’, 96’) State Championship season. 

The boys worked themselves up to the State Finals by 
being victorious in six of their eleven tournaments. Welcomed 
to the team were incoming freshmen Dusty Koth and William 
Cullen. They were both positive additions as they overcame 
the obstacle of age and lead the team to success. Koth had the 
best season average (37.78) and was a medalist in the Regional 
and Sectional tournaments. Cullen battled around the top three 
spots all year, while turning in solid scores. 

On top of being such a young and talented squad, the 
depth of this team made them even more powerful. Through¬ 
out the season eleven boys competed for the six varsity spots, 
which allowed a variety of them to travel to tournaments. “It’s 
great to have such depth, but it makes it really tough to keep 
your spot,” sophomore Seth Doran said. Doran shared medalist 



(;KT IN I HF: zonk sophomore Drew Miller focuses in on drainins ti 
put. I think that s where a lot of my low scores came in, from sinkimz 
my putts,” Miller said. 
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honors at the 
Midland Coun¬ 
ty Invitational 
with teammate 
Dusty Koth. 

Doran was also 
a part of this 
year’s State 
Tournament 
team, while 
being the only 
player to return 
back with state 
tournament ex¬ 
perience from 
the previous 
year. 

With 
Regional, 

Sectional, and 
numerous other 
trophies in the 
bag, the golf 
team moved on 
to State with 
great expecta¬ 
tions. After 

the first round the team was only two strokes out of first place, under 
Peoria Christian. With the first day behind them, it looked like there 
could easily be a repeat of past seasons. However, the second day 
they came out bred up to do their best. “We all felt we had enough 
experience that it didn’t matter how young the team was. It just 
means we are going to keep improving in the years to come,” sopho¬ 
more Tyler McNeely said. The boys have been top contenders tor 
years, and this year they finally finished on top. 

Miller lead the team the second day with a 2-over-par (74) 
while his teammates were right behind him, making a 2-day total of 
611. Not only did the team win by a long shot of twelve strokes, they 
set the lowest team total in the school’s State Finals history'. 

The team was quite successful at breaking all kinds ot barri¬ 
ers and proving everyone’s doubts wrong. With so much talent com¬ 
ing back next year, it seems that such success will continue on. It 
just goes to show’ you that all of our hard work and dedication really 
paid ott, Doran said. Since all six members of the state champion¬ 
ship team will be returning, it seems that the sky is the limit tor the 
tuture ot the Pioneers. 
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^ ^^^CKNTu ati.’ V 

the ball “i Dusty Kolh prepare: 

"hen thi.. mure concentration on your 

"rather is hacrKoth said. 


V IC rORIOL^S The hoys golf team was awarded their first place trophy. “It was an indescribable 
feeling to be on top ” sophomore Seth Doran said. Sophomore Tyler McNeely (below) practices his 
sw ing before he tees off. “A practice swing before I hit is an automatic for me," McNeely said. 
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Girls Swimming 


Steady Inprovmen 


S\o\y by M*iggic Hoonuiuvvjnui 
rhotogi'ciplis by Mitch Bjker 

Balance. Step forward. Swing your arms, then you re ott. 
With those three simple steps, the U-High girls swim relay gave 
themselves great head starts off the block. The relay team was 
made up of experienced swimmers, Allie Aagesen, Ashley Jackson, 
Meaghan Schiller, and Kate DeGraf. After years of practice, they 
decided to try something different. “I’ve always had the girls lined 
up on the block, with bent knees, and arms forward. Then they 
have to swing their arms and push ott into a normal dive, Coach 
Ryan Burroughs explained. 

The change must 
have had some effect 
on the girls’ perfor¬ 
mance because after 
the Sectionals meet 
this year, the four 
went on to swim at 
State in the 400-free¬ 
style relay. Sopho¬ 
more Katie DeGraf 
also qualified in the 
200-freestyle and the 
100-butterfly single 
races. “Our relay 
was really strong this 
season, I enjoyed 
swimming with those 
girls. Being able 
to read each other 
allowed us to get 
off the blocks even 
faster,” Schiller said. 
Although U-High 
came up a few 

seconds behind, their times still broke records. The 200-freestyle 
relay team was .06 of a second from qualifying for State, but made 
the 8th best time in the history of the Pantagraph Area. Sophomore 
Bobbie Braun, who completed her race despite her broken foot, 
was only a tenth of a second away from qualifying in the 100-back¬ 
stroke. “It was a definite struggle but I pushed to do my best. 1 
was so determined to finish ahead of my competitors,” Braun said. 

“It’s hard to go and compete against larger schools. Un¬ 
like most sports, there aren’t any classes to separate the girls in. 
Therefore we end up swimming against tough competition,” Bur¬ 
roughs commented. 

Not only are they yet to separate into classes, but also into 
individual schools. Ever since West was established, about seven 
years ago, the Normal Community and Normal West students have 
shared a home pool and combined into one large swim team. “That 
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was a huge benefit for them 
verses the rest of our intercity 
schools. This year it just hap¬ 
pened to be too much for us,” 
Burroughs remarked about their 
unfair advantage. For the first 
time in seven years, U-High 
didn’t come up with a win at the 
Intercity meet. “It’s okay. Next 
year the schools will finally split 
into separate teams, and I know 
individually we can beat them 
both,” Burroughs continued. 

There are actually 
numerous things that U-High’s 
team is looking forward to next 
year. “They are going to be a 
strong team,” Aagesen stated. 
“We had a bunch of under¬ 
classmen improve as we went 
through the season. I’m really 



BRKAKINC; THROUGH Meaghan 
Schiller (above) comes up for air vthile 
competing in the hundred yard but¬ 
terfly. “The butterfly is one of m> best 
events, however, it’s also one of the 
toughest,” Schiller said. U-High swim 
team (right) cheers on their team mates. 
“We’re a really enthusiastic team, 

We support each other a lot,” Ashley 
Jackson said. 


excited for them.” Even their 

coach admitted he was eager for the upcoming year. “We had a 
strong team this season, but it was certainly weighted towards our 
younger ones. This was one of the best freshmen classes I have 
ever seen. There wasn’t a star swimmer, but definitely potential 
in every single girl,” Burroughs said. “Of course we’ll miss our 
seniors too. There was a lot of enthusiasm there.” 

Four-year swimmers Aagesen and Jackson were the life of 
the team with their positive and outgoing attitudes. “We’re going 
to miss them a lot but I can’t wait to lead the team like they did,” 
junior Caitlin Lartz commented. Senior Sarah Peters was a first 
year swimmer this season. “She was always smiling and having 
a good time. It helped keep the team moral up. I wish she would 
have been there all four years because I think she really enjoyed 
herself,” Burroughs said. Sarah didn’t deny that she should have 
jumped in her freshmen year. “I had a lot of fun with the swim 
team. Before I was just too shy to get into any sports, but the girls 
really took me in and made me feel like a part of the team. 

Peters and her teammates, like many other students at U- 
High, were highly involved wdth additional events going on around 
school. “I wish they could have their focus mainly on swimming. 
Burroughs started, “but I like to see that they can participate in 
whatever .school activities they want to.” With so many things 
going on, the team was left without any divers. "We originally had 
two divers, but with everyone having more than just swimming 
going on, we weren’t able to put together a diving squad. Maybe 
next year though. We’ll see,” Burroughs declared. 
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hav • ^^^'**** (above) comes up for air before dcsceiuliiip back into tbe walci 

said. * ^‘’''^'*^>^(rute on breathing, if you RCf olT track it will cost you time. 


Ann 


Wh^t It’S Like to Prefoi'ii'i 
^ Forwjrd/Froot Dive 

The girls swim team tried a new 
appproach to their relay dives this year. 

‘I thought it would be easier to create 
an additional step to give the girls more 
momentem,” Coach Bunows explained. 
The diagrams below will take you through 
the new dive step by step. 

I To begin the dive, start 



^ Next step forward 
with your most 
comfortable foot 
and swing your arms 
backword in a half 
circle until they meet 
together above your 

head. 
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Girls Cross Corintiy 


Stoiy by Kelly Moi i is 
Photogrjpbs by Allie locson 


“Just wait until next year." ^ , 4 u,, 

That was what the girls cross country team hnished last 

season saying. The team fell short of their goals at the State Meet 

placing 7th. but with no seniors on the varsity squad, things loo e 

promising for this young, talented group. 

The girls trained hard all summer, meeting several nights 

a week for a team run. "We felt we had a very good chance to win 
state. We knew we needed a strong summer to give us a competi¬ 
tive edge,” senior captain Kate Zimmerman said. 

Before the season even started, the outlook turned grim. 
Janelle Totterer, a top five varsity runner, decided to go out for 


cheerleading. Rebeckah Clay, U-High’s number two runner, was 
playing traveling soccer and wasn’t even sure if she would be able 
to compete in cross country. Thankfully, after some convincing 
from her teammates, she decided she would participate in both. 

The U-High girls team trained hard. Even without Tot¬ 
terer, the team looked strong. "The season started out with a lot of 
promise. Then we lost a lot of our varsity runners," senior Maura 

Styezynski said. What an understatement. 

A week after the first meet, Zimmerman, U-High’s number 
one runner, found out she had mononucleosis for the second year in 
a row. Slowly, more and more girls became sick or injured. 

"There were too many (injuries and sicknesses) to keep 
track of. Not one varsity runner was healthy for the entire season," 
Coach Lester Hampton said. Everything from mono, to simple 
stomach problems, from a stress fracture, to back problems, shin 

splints, the 
flu, and a 
sprained 
ankles took 
enveloped 
the team. 
The girls, 
however, 
refused to 
give up. 

"We 
battled. 

We were 
decimated. 
There were 
meets where 
we couldn’t 
even fill 
a varsity 
lineup. Our 
goal became 
to simply 
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(;KT the blood (;0ING The girls cross country team came together fora 
few practice runs before meets. “You have to take practice runs before meets to 
get your boold pumping,” senior Betsy L'mmel said. 


make it to the end of the year," Hampton said. 

And they did. The girls finished a 
strong third at Conference and Regionals. 
Going into Sectionals, they knew they would 
have to run their best to qualify for the State 
Meet. Unforunately, the girls fell just sixteen 
points short. 

"Our biggest accomplishment 
was having a final lineup that we felt was 
competitive so that we would be able to run 
at Sectionals w ith a chance. The only thing 
that stopped us w as the fact we were in the 
toughest Sectional in the state," Hampton 
said. 

Clay, U-High’s top runner, qualified 
for State as an individual. She finished 31 st 
at the State Meet, despite being sick, with a 
time of 18:57. She had an outstanding year, 
w inning many meets including the U-High 
Invite, the Mahomet Invite, Conference, and 
Regionals. "She is an amazing individual. 
Anytime you can do a sport part time and 
still be an All State caliber athlete just show s 
your level of ability," Hampton said. 

Hampton, can’t help but ask him¬ 
self, "What could have been? What might 
have been if we stayed healthy?" We w ill 
never know, but just wait until next year, and 
expect the U-High girls cross country team 
to be back at the State Meet. 
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nnish line not too far head of her. “Despite the fact that we all felt pretty sick, 

I still wanted to do my best in every race," Mi/mer said. Juniors Jessica Glass 
(aho\e) and Kehekah Clay get mentally prepared for their next race. “We were 
constantly trying to stay focused and mentally tough," (dass said. Mr. Parsons 
(below ) offers the girls advice as they take a practice run. “I always encourage 
the girls to relax their shoulders and not to force it," Mr. Parsons said. 
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CATCH MK IF YOU CAN Senior Brian Sinn (above) digs deep as he 
tries to catch up to *T was trying to keep up with Jordan Busse, he was 
helping me set my pace,” Sinn said. 




'(;eorge 


PKRSKRVKRANCK IS THF KKV Senior Chris (Jeorge keeps pressing on 
takes the lead in a race. “\Ve had a really good season this year, as a team. 
said. Nick Shaver (left) breaths deep as he presses on towards the finish. 
has always been something en joy able for me, despite my facial expressions as 


Shaver said. 
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Boys Cross Coiintiy 


Ston by Ivite ZimnxTnun 
Photogrjpks by AUie lorsoa Ivite 

The U-High boys cross country team started the se-i^nn xxAtu • • 

standout runner and senior captain Chris George said With that goal i wanted to win state,” 

the season even began. ® preparing long before 

‘-I tbink whenever your goal is to reach the highest level, you have to begin your focus with summer running 

coum;: cS^Sd. Hampton^U-High-s bcjs 

“During the summer, we came in every morning at 7:30 and ran about five to ten miles. It was one of our 

best turnouts evjr m terms of off-season practices,” senior captain Nick Shaver said. The boys team trained hard and 
knew they could not take their talented roster for granted. 

Leading the boys lineup was all-state runner, Chris George. 
“Chris is a very talented individual who should turn out to be one 
heck of a collegiate runner,” Coach Hampton said. Other return¬ 
ing top runners included senior Captains Shaver and Jarell Chavers, 
juniors Ben Reeser, Collin Reeser, Mike Erdman, and Jordan Busse. 
Coach Hampton listed sophomores Ben Luehrs and Kyle Steinbrueck 
as strong newcomers. “We had a deep roster this year. We didn't 
have to depend on a certain runner because everyone stepped up,” 
Shaver said. 

“The biggest challenge this year was battling expectations. 

You get to the point where people just expect you to be successful and 
don't realize you have to work hard to be this good,” Coach Hampton 
said. The boys successfully lived up to these expectations. 

The team won Intercity and swept Conference, as well as 
Regionals. They finished second at Sectionals which allowed them 
to continue to this year’s State Meet. Almost every runner ran their 
best race of the season and set a personal record. George finished 
fourth with a time of 15: 

06, his best ever, two 
seconds faster than Coach 
Hampton’s high school 
record. In the end it was 
only good enough for a 

third place trophy, making this their third consecutive third place finish. 

They were less than thirty points behind the first place team. 

“It is hard to say whether or not we are satisfied. We didn't meet 
our pre-season goals,” Shaver said. Coach Hampton disagreed. “They 
preformed w^ell at State. This is one of the best teams we have ever had.” 

Even though George ran his last race as a U-High cross country 
runner, he is still looking on to next year. “Outside of placing third at 
State, our biggest accomplishment as a team was finishing the year strong 
and having the juniors show a lot of promise for next year,” George said. 

U-High boys’ cross country is known for consistently having 
a strong team, and with George, Shaver, and Chavers graduating, the 
remaining team members have big shoes to fill. Coach Hampton believes 
they will step up to the challenge. His goal for next year is for the team 
to finish in the top five at the state meet. With the same hard work and 
dedication U-High boys have always shown, they can keep their winning 
tradition alive. 
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HERE COMES THE RACK Junior Collin 
Reeser and senior Nick Schaver chase senior 
Jarell Chavers at the start of a match. “We run 
in packs to help team unity. We push, pace and 
improve each other,” Chavers .said. 
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LKTS'SGOCnKI.S The 

varsity squad (ri}»ht) 

j»athcrs fur a quick pep 

talk before the tip olT. 

“ rhat was our way of 

hoiidiiiK so that we were 

ready to work together 

out on the court,” junior 

Holly Kennedy said. 

• * 

Junior Lindsay Bertsche 
(below) is down and 
ready for anything her 
opponent might try to 
pull. “Our workouts 
prepared us to run up the 
courts fast enough to put 
on a good, solid defense,” 
Bertsche said. 
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Stoi'V' by Kelly Mori'is 
Pliotogrjplis by Allie larson 


Girls Bjsketbll 
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Winning ways were expected to nourish for the 
lady Pioneers this year, and they did just that as they fin¬ 
ished 22-7 for the season. Speed and quickness was the key 
for U-High's success, with their tallest starter reaching only 
5'10". Although small in height, the girls had the endur¬ 
ance to wear the other team down eyery game with their 
fresh and fast paced style of play. 

With a shaky start, the girls let Bloomington High 
School slip past them in their opening game of the Interchy 
tournament, but that didn't get the girls down. The airls 
finished 2-2 in the tournament, anti knew from that point 
there was a lot of improyement needed. To test the airls of 
their mental and physical abilities, the coaches put together 
an extremely challenging .schedule. One of the challenges 
included the Holiday Classic Tournament, which is known 
for bringing quality teams from around the state each year 
to compete. The girls came up a basket short as Centralput 
up a lay-up at the buzzer, winning the championship game 
of the Holiday tournmanet. but moyed on to the next chal¬ 
lenge. At the Chi- 



W:A.shi 


Senior Night. ".Sci 


Siti*../ ..’'^O'or isignt. ".Vnior 

'W ^ to support '*eiausc wo had a 

'"■Pshot, deft) goes up for two on a 


cagoland Shootout 
the girls came 
home victorious, 
knocking off two 
quality AA schools. 
By midseason the 
girls were starting 
to gain plenty of 
respect and never 
fell past the number 
ninth seed in the 
I state polls. 

! Much of U- 
High's success was 
ignited by eniors 
Molly Mizer and 
Ashlee Pistorius. 
Mizer offered a 
team high average 
of 7.8 rebounds 
per game, while 
Pistorius added an 
average of 22.9 
points. Pistorius 
also dished out an 
average of four 
assists per game, 
which brought 
several other girls 
into the picture. In 
order to get things 
done, the .squad 
relied on a number 


BenX " r Lind.sey 

were mnomn, T'T' ^eely Scot, all 

iportam role players to the team. Each girl brouoht 

he ^irls to blend well together. Whether it was scoring 

conulSf <0 

In late January another challenge arose for the 

m oide. to compete with her national soccer team in 
a itorma. It was important for us to know that we can be 
ust as successful without Ashlee. She brings a lot to the 
team, but all the girls were there to coyer all the roles when 
she was gone," Mizer said. The juniors got a little taste of 
widt the team will look like without the first team All-State 
member on the Boor next year. This year. Pistorius was able 
to pas,s the 2,(KK) point milestone in her high school career, 
which IS an outstanding achieyement that no girl has eyer 
accomplished here at U-High. Pistorius then went on to 
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break the all-time Intercity girl's record of 2,096 made in 
1990 by making 2,128 points. “Ashlee brought a lot to this 
program, her level of intensity made everyone around her 
work harder which made this team more successful,'' head 
coach Bob Morris said. 

After winning Regionals, the team's season came 
to an up.setting halt in their game verses Riverton High 
School. Tradition and standards for the U-High girl's bas¬ 
ketball program has been .set high, by growing together as a 
team the girls exceeded standards and set yet another goal 
of striving for nothing but the best for the years to come. 
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In one simple statement, U-High boys basketball coach 
Cal Hubbard was able to sum up this season, "The boys who 
ended this season, ended strong: because one things tor sure, 
those weren’t the same boys 1 saw in the beginning of the year.” 

Over the season, this years U-High boys basketball 
team went through several changes and various growing pains 
before finally coming up with the right mix of talent and leader¬ 
ship that lead to a winning season. This year’s team sported a 
new look and new attitude. They were an unknown team and 
were picked to be a non factor in the area by most local experts. 

Most local experts couldn’t have predicted the Pioneers 
next move either. After opening the Intercity Tournament with a 
loss against Bloomington, the Pioneers rallied to win their next 
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three games in the round robin tournament. U-High posted a 3-1 
Intercity Tournament record on the way to becoming co-champs 
of this year’s tourney. With an Intercity Championship under 
their belts, the Pioneers seemed to be charging forward in the 
right direction. Although things seemed to be clicking on the 
surface, some knew that there was too much hype too soon, and 
that changes and tweaking would have to be made for this team 
to win. “The year started off slow,” senior captain Nick Chiodo 
mentioned. “Too many people were going their separate ways.” 


U-High stumbled out of the gate to start confer¬ 
ence play, going 3-4 in its next seven games. Just as the team 
looked like it was in need of more veteran leadership and an¬ 
other scoring option, junior forward Mike McMillan showed 
up to play. 

“It was as if I had a whole new team after that,” 
Coach Hubbard said of the mid season changes as well as the 
addition of McMillan. McMillan was held out for the first 
half of the season due to shoulder surgery. He added a spark, 
and along with senior Justin Berry, became a dominant part of 
the Pioneers offensive machine. 

The Pioneers toughest test of the season came 
against Quincy Notre Dame, who was ranked number one in 
the state at the time. The boys team made the trip to Quincy 
and played the role of giant-killer, knocking off Quincy Notre 
Dame in what became a pivotal turning point in the season. 
“We came together just in time for that game,” Chiodo re¬ 
called of the game, “It was good because we gelled as a team 
then and beat them.” 

After the Quincy Notre Dame game, everything 
began to come together for this years team. “These boys 
became unselfish, and I really do think that was the key to 
their success,” Hubbard said, “There was balanced scoring, 
multiple experiences, and two seniors who eventually stepped 
up into strong leadership roles.” He added. After the month 
of December, the Pioneers went on a tear, winning 15 of their 
last 18 games. 

The Pioneers had the good fortunate of hosting Re¬ 
gional this season, which brought their home crowd to back 
them as they rolled over Delevan and Mt. Pulaski on the way 
to the Regional Championships. “To win Regionals at home, 
in my senior year especially, meant a lot.” Chiodo said. 

The boys eventually ended their season at 21-8 alter 
a heart breaking loss to Pleasant Plains at Sectionals. Despite 
ending the season on a disappointing loss. Coach Hubbard 
noted that he was proud of his team and their accomplish¬ 
ments. “And let me add that 20 games is proof of a great team. 
Hubbard said, “By the end those boys really came together and 
produced a good group for me to coach,” Hubbard added. 

At the beginning of this years basketball season no 
one knew what to expect. With only five returning varsity 
members and only two seniors, a team that started out young 
and untested, grew and excelled under the pressure to win. As 
Chiodo and Berry go on to graduate, next years team looks 
poised for another winning season as they are filled with both 
talent and now the experience to win. By winning 20 games 
and a Regional Championship, this years team established 
itself in the long line of great teams in the history of U-High 
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that ONK'S mink Sinior Justin Berry (above) jumps sky 
nigh in attempt to block his opponents shot. “I try my best 
down loyy to keep the balls out of the hoop, you know,” Berry 
said. Junior Delano Rohbinson (below) tries to escape his 
opponents by soaring through the air. “As the defense opened 

up I worked hard to find space to take a clear shot,” Robinson 
said. 
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,11'Sl KKKP S\\ IMMIN(J Senior David Robinson (above) puts one arm 
behind the other and finishes his event strong. *‘S>vininiin}> >vas a jjreat 
experience this year. Outside of the water bonding with the jiuys and coining 

together as a team was just as beneficial as the actuallv work outs," Kol>inson 
said. 
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For the first time in seven years the boys swim 
team did not know what it felt like to win the Intercity 
swim meet. ^ 

It was hard not winning Intercity," senior Brian 
Sinn said. "Every year I have been swimming we have 
won that meet. It takes some getting u.sed to'' 

Yet while the second place finish at that meet 
might have set a .sore tone for the season, the boys refused 
to let a dark cloud settle over their efforts and accom 

plished many other things to be proud of. the foremost of 
which was leadership. 

There were four captains for this year’s team 
included Darren Beverage, Drue Hocker. David Robinson 

and Brian Sinn, and each was necessary to help shepherd a 
very young team. 

As leaders, we had to focus on always setting a 

good example 



for the un¬ 
derclassmen, 
while always 
trying to 
cheer them on 
and encour¬ 
age them," 
Sinn said. As 
a whole, the 
team per¬ 
formed well 
at the meets, 
with the 
breaststroke 
being one of 
their stron¬ 




'^oinore Bnan ih.r, j- 

meer" during a freestyle relay at 


ger events. 
The under¬ 
classmen 
constantly 
stepped 

up and represented U-High, especially the sophomores. 

‘ f^phomores Eric Sinn and Bryan Benson led in the dis¬ 
tance events while Chris Modos and Nick Krimmer, new to 

c team this season, also showed great potential in several 
events. 


7' h outstanding freshmen this year was 

ue Saajasto who has a lot of potential for later seasons, 
ere were also two divers this year; junior Jared Huff 
•''^Thoniore Kyle Karraker, and each performed well at 
fleets, and improved through-out the season. 

The competition this year was harder than ever, 

ate ^ swimming is a sport that still oper- 

on a one-class .system which means U-High has to 


conipete against Chicago powerhou.ses like Lake Forest 
Charles, and New Trier. 

prepare IW iIIT ' 1 !"'°" to 

prepare tor the championship season. 

untimelv **’®y swimmers that got 

unttmely steknesses. they all made sure all that were well 

w.r.. ,H,i, to.,.., ^ -- »«" 

d.cWed m L*,!,’' K>r, the lem 

h anho l f r . ""d shave 

It at the end of the week. This ritual serves as a way to 

^et them pumped up tor .sectionals and shaving it makes 

O the team to do so, ,i,d shaviitg reduces the drag In the 
water, Brian Sinn said. 

This season the team competed more individu¬ 
ally, creating goals against their own personal times to 
increase improvements. This allowed some of the boys 

to surpass their personal records. Robinson was a perfect 
example. 

He won the brea.ststroke in the sectional event, 
which qualifying him.self for State. He was the only Pio¬ 
neer to make it to State. 

Thankfully, though, his teammate, Brian Sinn, 
went along with him for support. After taking the week¬ 
end off to go up to Evansville, he placed twenty-ninth in 
the meet. “We continued the tradition of always .send¬ 
ing someone to State, and we had a lot of fun like we do 
every year," Robinson said. 
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IN A TAN(JI.K Freshman Josh Rule 
(ri^ht) scurries about on that mat 
trying to escape his opponents clutch. 

“This season was really just about 
learning our role and position on the 
team and Fni looking forward to the 
next three years,” Rule said. 





CAN’T HRFAI'HK Junior Jake Weis (above left) stru^^les to lend ofl his 
opponent as the ref begins the count. “VN restlin^’s a toii^h sport but at least 
I'm really strong,” Weiss said. Junior Nick Rule (above) refusinfj to jji'e up.^^ 
thrusts his arm into his opponent's side in attempt to jjain cimtrol. “^oii can 
Sive up when you’re dow n you Just have to keep pushinj* and trying nianeu 
vers until you find yourself on top a^ain,” Rule said. 
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Boys Wrestline 

Stoiy By Alex Lejcli o 

Photogi jpks By binie Bbss jixH Allie locsoii 

Despite failing to advance a wrestler 
to state, the U-High wrestling team made great 
strides in the right direction this season. With new 
head coach Mike Troll leading the way, the boys 
were given a new light and hope on the upcoming 
.season. "I was a little apprehensive of a new coach 
coming in at first but after the first day. all my wor¬ 
ries were swept away by coach Troll’s expansive 
knowledge of the sport.” senior Matt Baugh said 
"He brought with him all of his years of coaching 
to our program and taught us things not only about 
technic]ue but also about discipline and how to ap- 
ply that to our matches.” 

Junior Jake Weis also added his thoughts 
“Usually with a new coach, they’ll try to come in ’ 
and revamp the entire program that first year they 
are there. What made coach Troll different was 
that he didn’t try to change anything but instead 
found out what we already knew so that he could 
build upon our existing experience.” 

What Troll wanted to do was bring 
stability and build strength tor the program to turn 
U-High into a respectable and competitive .school when it 
comes to wrestling. “What the program never had was con¬ 
sistency. These kids had 
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Year In Review a new coach every other 

year and it’s hard have 
a good team when the 
coach changes that often. 
I started that consistency 
this year and I know that 
it will help the team out 
exponentially,” coach 
Troll said. 

Coach Troll 
also had quite a bit to 
build on in his first year. 
This year’s team drew 
in a larger number of 
freshmen and first time 
wrestlers than years be¬ 
fore, which helped in the 
overall rebuilding of the 
wrestling program. “For 
having so many new kids 

wrestling tor their first times this season we did extremely 
well. A lot of them were fast learners and were able to help 
us tremendously in meets. Even though none of them made 
U to state, it’s still nice to see new faces and know that the 
program won’t struggle in the future the way it did when I 
Was a freshmen,” Baugh said. 

While only three team members advanced to 
•^ectionals, .seniors Caleb Phillips and Devon Solomon, and 
junior Jacob Weiss, the team was still happy with the results. 
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I was upset that not all of the boys made it but still 
happy for how well their season went,” Troll said. 
“Overall I’m happy with the results of this .sea.son. 

The boys gained and learned a lot this year and I was 
extremely proud of them,” Troll continued. 

It was disappointing that none of us were 
able to go on, I know that Caleb and I really wanted 
to go to state, and so did the rest of the guys,” .senior 
Devon Solomon added. Both Solomon and Phillips 
won their regional classes and made a run for the state 
competition but were stopped in their sectionals. 

Now that the season has come to an end, it’s 
time to start looking forward to next year. “To build 
a good program I am going to be looking to bring 
in about 12 to 15 freshmen each year. You need the 
young kids to gain experience .so they can have suc¬ 
cessful .seasons in their junior and .senior years,” Troll 
.said. 

“I’m looking forward to a successful .sea.son 
next year with coach Troll,” junior Tom Alldridge 
said. “This year was my first year wrestling and I 
really learned a lot from him. I think that next year 
I will be able to be more competitive as will most of 
the younger kids who came out for their first time this 

year,” Alldridge added. 

For a transition year, the wrestling team 
performed outstanding and obviously has a lot to 
look forward to next year. With only a few seniors on 
the team, the squad won’t be hurt by numbers but by 
the loss of leadership those three provided. Luckily, 
the juniors are prepared to step up and take over the 
reigns as coach Troll prepares his team for an amazing 
sea.son next year. 
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Gieerle^ding 
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Following in the same footsteps as football and wrestling, 
this year-s eheerleading squad had a new head coach. This year the 
cheerleading team welcomed Lisa Denne into their squad as she 
tried to keep the girls sea we had a lot. ol I tin and we could joke 
around a lot. She also taught us a lot. though, at the same time. We 
did a lot more stunts this season, and Lisa would always make us 
push ourselves," senior captain Kalleigh Thomas said. 

Along with a new coach, this year’s squad had eight new 
girls join, two of whom were seniors. “It's rare tor seniors to try 
something new but the girls adjusted pretty well. All ot the new un¬ 
derclassmen were great as well, and even though some ot them were 
a little shy at first, I think that they really felt like a part ot the team 

by the end of the year," Thomas said. 

“The other girls welcomed me with open arms. They were 
enthusiastic and happy about newcomers. Everyone was on the 



\ KI.1.11 Oil I! Senior Kalleigh Thomas cheers cimfldentlv as her squad lifts 
her in her in the air . ‘Adu net sort of an adrenaline rush and butterflies in voi 
sumiach all at the same time. However, you have to trust vour base cirls that 

they wont drop you,” Thomas said. 



same plane considering that 
we had a new coach," senior 
Jennifer White said. White 
was one of the seniors that 
was new to the team this 
year. “1 realize now that I 
underestimated the efforts 
of cheerleading and I now 
know cheerleading is a 
sport," White said. 

It’s not easy going 
out two or three nights a 
week to get both a team and 
an entire crowd excited, and 
cheerleading is often over¬ 
looked as a sport. “Cheer¬ 
leading is no different 
than football. We practice 
every day and work on our 
routines over the summer," 

Thomas said. “I’d challenge 
anyone to try to do what we 
do and then still say that 
cheerleading isn’t a sport." 

wSpeaking of train¬ 
ing, the girls put in a lot of time so that they could get their stunts 
down this .season. “When you’re doing a stunt, you want to have 
practiced it a lot before so that you know almost a hundred percent 
that you can do it. There are .so many emotions going on inside of 
you when you’re about to go up on a girl’s shoulders. It you tall you 
know that all eyes are on you, but you just have to pick yourself back 
up and get ready for the next thing," Thomas said. 

Coming out at every timeout and at the end ot the quarters, 
the girls put everything they had into firing up the crowd tor kx)tball 
and basketball. Smiling, flipping, and cheering, the squad was there 
at every game and could feel the energy from the crowds this year. 
“This year’s fans were better than any year that I have cheered, 
Thomas said. “Even though they may not realize it. when thecro\ul 
is into it, it makes it so much easier to get out there and yell. 

Looking forw ard to next year, “1 hope that the girls finally 
get the opportunity to go to some competitions. \^e talked about 
going to some this year but we never went to any. Since there s c 
be so many returning girls, they should already have a lot 
ence and be ready to compete against other schools, Thomas a 

Next year's cheerleading team will surely build ^ 
solid foundation that the new^ head coach and this year s team 
built. With an opportunity to have one of the largest teams that 
program has seen in years past, next year w ill prove to be an e 
more exciting year for U-High cheerleading. 


























(JO II! Senior Jeiinif'er White 
(above) cheers on the U-High 
football team. “This year was 
my first year cheering as a 
senior hut 1 learned just keep 
a smile on your face and it's no 
big thing,” W hite said. Fresh¬ 
man Hailey McDaniel (left) gets 
into a floor cheer during a time¬ 
out at a basketball game. “This 
season was a blast. Most of the 
girls w ere joining the squad for 
the first time, even upperclass¬ 
men. So I didn’t feel like the 
iinxperienced freshman. It was 
the beginning of a brand new 
squad,” McDaniel said. 
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Wh^t It’s Like to 
Heel Sti'etch 


Have you ever been watching the cheer¬ 
leaders perform or stretch and found yourself 
wondering, how is that humanly possible to 
kick your leg that high? Their moves are similar 
to those of a rubber band and they have more 
spunk then most people can handle. U-High 

cheerleader Kaylan Guzman breaks down the 
heel stretch. 


Start with feet planted 
firmly together, with back 
straight in ready position. 


Bring leg (if that's most 
comfortable) into your knee 
so that your knee makes a 
ninty degree with your hip. 


4. 


Pull leg away from your 
body with your arm until 
you cannot extend your 
arm out any further. 


Finally pull leg up with 
your extended arm until 
your arm is even with your 
shoulder blades. 
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Shake It 

Dance Team 


Stoiy by Meglun Hjge 
Photogr.3phs by bii’iie BLiss 

Reborn with a whole new set of sways and styles 
the dance team made a fresh start lor their 2()()3-2()()4 season. 
“The difference between last year and this year was simply 
organization. Organization meaning harder practices, bet¬ 
ter uniforms, and more dance routines,” senior co-captain 
Chenay McDaniel said. The multiple changes the team under¬ 
went, resulted in a more successful group of pertormers. 

Try-outs were conducted the prevoius spring, allow¬ 
ing the girls to get a taste of their new coach and her unique 
style. Those few days were focused on dance technique and 
effort. With new head coach Laurie Merriman taking charge, 
the team would soon be molded into a brand new form of 
half-time entertainment. She taught the girls how to be more 
focused while demonstrating good leadership and work ethic. 
While some were used to the old ways of the squad, others 
were excited to see a familiar face take the reigns. Coach 
Merriman came to us from the dance staff at ISU. Some of 
the girls had even had her as their Orchesis instuctor. 

Summer soon followed providing a tough workout 
camp put on by Coach Merriman and her assistant. ISU danc- 



SALSA SENSATION Sophomore Melissa Shanahan (above) raises h 
arms and gives a litlle shake at the half-time sh<.« „f the hnys basket 
hall game. “I just really enjoy dance and this seasons routines were 
lot ol fun, a lot of practice but, a lot (d fun.” .Shanahan said. 


er, Je.ssica Riss. The heat made the routine.s almost unbearable 
but successfully worked the girls into shape. 

As fall approached, the team was rewarded with 
a group meeting after one of their practices. Coach Merri¬ 
man passed around numerous costume magazines, allowing 
the girls to give their own personal input. Already everyone 
could tell there would be a great improvement to show off 
in their performances. Eventually the girls would earn about 
eight new uniforms and personalized warm-ups. “One of my 
favorite parts was that coach always took our input. I liked not 
being stuck with the ugly, revealing costumes from last year.” 
Senior co-captain Maggie Hoomanawanui said. 

The dance team hit it big at the first football halftime 
show performance of a traditional “Jock Jams” mix. Sport¬ 
ing their new green, razor-backed tank tops and black baggie 
pants, their talent shined throughout the whole routine. Coach 
Merriman and Coach Riss successfully choreographed hot 
hip-hop pieces that left out the provacative movements of last 
year’s routines and that made the girls’ parents proud. Eventu¬ 
ally the girls would also rock out to hits such as Aerosmith’s 
“Walk this Way” and Missy Elliot’s “Work It.” 

The Homecoming performance, toppped off with 
lovely Spanish dres.ses, was the most electrifying routine of 
them all. “We worked our butts off to get that one just right,” 
Senior Annie Johnson said, “After being on the squad all four 
years, that was actually my favorite dance.” Leaps and turns 
were choreographed throughout the piece as Coach Merriman 
tried to showca.se the best talents of each individual girl. “It 
was delmitley out best look and most creative one,” Johnson 
added. 

Soon enough basketball .season came around, which 
provided new lessons for the team. “We not only had to get 
our moves just right, but our facial expressions as well,” 

Junior Katie Sliney explained, “Everyone is .so much closer up 
on the court than on the football field, so now they can catch 
almost every little mistake.” Sliney said. Of course the court 
was more beneficial for the choreographers. Double turns 
and partner work was added in to take advantage of the more 
“danceable” surface. 

Up and coming underclassmen were able to show off 
their talents as well. With six seniors, half of this year's team 
departing, it was questionable as to where the girls would 
stand next year. “1 don’t think they’ll have a huge problem,” 
Hoomanawanui said, “They’ll have Melissa Shanahan and 
Jessie Bower and who knows, maybe some outstanding fresh¬ 
man will come in next season too. I’m excited to help out 
with tryouts this spring. I’m sure coach can work any group 
ol girls into decent petormers.” Hoomanawanui added. From 
start to finish the changes introdcued to the .squad this year 
benefited the girls tremendously, shaping them into confident 
skilled dancers. Although transitions may not have been easy, 
the growth ot the team turned these average dancers into styl¬ 
ish entertainers that brought enjoyable entertainment to the 
ootball and basketball teams with every performance. 
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V\ ORK IT! The dance team 
(left) comes together out on the 
field in their hip-hop routine 
to a classic “Jock Jams” mix. 

“I liked how every dance was 
completely different,” junior 
Katie Sliney said. “It was one 
of our cutest costumes, w hich 
w as one of the biggest henifits 
from this year,” senior Annie 
Johnson said 




Sophomore Jessie Bower (left) twirls and twists about during the Homecoming half¬ 
time show. “This year’s dances were a lot more sophisticated, with better technique,” 
sophomore Bower said. Some senior dancers (above) try not to show how hard 
thev’re concentrating on their moves as they perform in front of a large crowd at the 
Homecoming football game. 
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HKADS I P Sophomore Danielle 
Fox (rinlit) warms up with team¬ 
mates hef(»re a ^ame. “Our season 
was awesome. I couldn't have 
asked for a better year," Fox said. 



I LA^ BALI. Junior Hayley Carpenter (above) warms up before pitchi 
for one of the home games at Fairview. Senior Rachel Joseph (right) rii 
to hrst base as her teammates watch with excitement. 
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ALL’S WeLL Thc^t Ends WeLL 
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I By Mcliss.1 BjsoIo 
Photos By Allie locson 

With eight returning starters and a regional 
championship under their belt the girls softball team came 
back in the spring to kick off an outstanding season. Their 
accomplishments from last year foreshadowed the future 
that was held for the Pioneers. As the only senior, Rachel 

Joseph had a lot 
of responsibility 
and leadership 
placed on her 
shoulders. 

Coaches 
Heather Doty, 
Laura Sellers, 
and Charles 
Gault held high 
expectations 
coming into the 
new season. 
Their greatest 
goal was to beat 
their rival and 
defending state 
chaFiipions, the 
Olympia Spar¬ 
tans. At first 
their record was 
far from show¬ 
ing off their 
efforts and hard 
work, but their 
competition was 
tough and they 
never let down 
one bit. 

Despite that, midseason they achieved their goal 
L^y heating Olympia, 2-0. It was one of their most memo- 
rable games ot the year. Sophomore Kellie Kinsella had a 
hit shut-out and junior Holly Kennedy drove in both runs 
beat the Spartans at our home field at Fairview. 

Going into regionals, U-High was .seeded 8th. 

! enough, a conflict arose when Head Coach Doty went 
•nto labor the first day of the tournament. “We were con¬ 
stantly using our cell phones to call her to give her play by 
P ays and score updates,” said Coach Sellers. Coach Doty's 
eave ironically proved to be successf ul. 

They defeated Tremont in the first game, advanc- 
to the regional championship. Their challengers: the 
^^Partans. Though Olympia was ranked #1, it didn’t stop 

team'*^^-^ producing an incredible victory of 5-0. The 
'''as dubbed the underdogs of the tournament as they 
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completed the best game of their season. 

The Pioneers went on to sectionals to beat Mid¬ 
land. 2-0. They took home another victory after defeating 
idwest Central, I-O, giving them the Sectional Champs 
title. The girls then went up against Warrensburg-Latham 
in a super sectionals battle. Unfortunately, their run was 
ended with a 5-0 loss. Warrensburg-Latham went on to 
place 2nd in the tournament. 

State Champions or not, the girls truly came out 
and proved their skills in the end. To come from a strug¬ 
gling beginning to end up Sectionals Champs is quite an 
accomplishment. 

We started to come together as a team towards 
the end of the season. You could see that as our chemistry 
grew stronger, so did our ability to play together,” senior 

Rachel Joseph said, “Everything came together at the ri^ht 
time. 

As the season ended, area awards were given to all 
conference players such as Juniors Melis.sa Martin, Haley 
Carpenter, Holly Kennedy, and sophomores Kelsey Swango 
and Ashton Hitchcock. The team MVP was awarded to 
sophomore Kellie Kinsella. 

Looking back on the season the girls proved 
themselves to be an outstanding team. They ended with a 
19-12 record. Their postseason pitching and defense were 
ones to be reckoned with. Next year they look forward to 
the returning starters and players that have the confidence 
to continue excellent success. 



THROW IT HOMK .lunior Taylor Brucker catches the ball 
and quickly throws it to home. 
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U nexpected Heroes 


Stoiy By Kevin a/VUlley 

Photos By bniie Bbss Jixi Allie locson 


There were many reasons why tlie 2()03-2()()4-base- 
ball season was unique. The team was composed of a wide 
array of dilTerent characters and personalities that meshed into 
a team camaraderie matched by very few baseball teams. 

One of the bigeest trials of the year came in the 
second round of regionals. Though U-High was the favorite, 
their opponent. Maroa Forsythe Cardinals, refused to go down 
without a fight. The Cardinals were underdogs most of the 
season and were tired of being pushed around by a bigger and 

better team. 


■ M • 


had fought hard all 
season, put in a tre¬ 
mendous amount ot 
time, and they were 
determined to keep 
the season from 
ending prematurely. 
The seniors still had 
the bad taste from a 
bitter loss in the first 
round last year. 

In the first 
round of the 2003- 
2004 regionals, the 
Pioneers dominated 
a far less superior 
team. This gave the 
U-High baseball 
team too much con¬ 
fidence heading into 
the second round. 
Maroa Forsythe was 
about to give them a 
reality check. 

The two teams 
matched each other 
well, exchanged 
leads throughout the 
game. It wasn’t clear who would reign victorious at the end of 
the day. 

“I knew we were going to win the whole time, and had 
faith that the better team would come out on top,” Junior Jared 
Wheet said. 

But confidence wasn’t enough to give U-High the 
win, they needed something special to happen or the season 
would be finished. Senior Mitch Baker came through with the 
biggest play of his baseball career during this game, a special 
play that turned the Maroa Forsythe game around. 
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Baker is a mild mannered kid, a polite young man 
with a strong work ethic. Unfortunately Baker’s senior year 
was plagued by struggles at the plate and a slump that he 
was fighting through. Baker’s journey to his most triumphant 
baseball moment begins at a baseball senior banquet that took 
place before the first regional game. Varsity coaches Bee 
and Read all made positive comments about each of the four 
seniors. 

‘‘Every hard work will get a chance and 1 think Mitch 
will get a big hit for us in the postseason,” Coach Bee said. 
Little did he know that the hit he was talking about would save 
the U-High season. 

Two weeks later, in extra innings. Coach Bee called 
upon Baker to pinch hit. The score was tied 5-5 against Maroa 
Forsythe. As he stepped up to the plate, his teammates cheered 
him on. 

Coach Read reminded a few players of w hat Coach 
Bee had said at the banquet, which renewed some faith from 
his fellow teammates. His main goal was to just get on base, 
whether from a walk or a simple base hit. The team’s best 
hitter Mikey McMillan was waiting in the on deck circle, and 
if Baker got on base the chances of winning increased a great 
deal. 

As he stepped into the box the whole dugout was glued 
to the game, soaked w ith anticipation of the chance to put this 
game away once and for all. The w hole weight ot the game 
rested on Baker’s shoulders. The pitcher reached back and 
flung a heater right dow n the middle of the plate. As he took a 
mighty hack at the first pitch, the ball rocketed off the bat. He 
absolutely slaughtered the ball, the question wasn't it it was a 
hit but if it the ball had enough speed and distance to go over 
the fence. 

“Get Out! Get Out!” Coach Read yelled as the ball rap¬ 
idly sliced through the air. The opposing outtielders chased the 
ball, but they were running out of room fast. As they reached 
the wall, the realization that it was over the fence sunk in. 
Maroa Forsythe’s season was over, while U-High had survived 
to play another game. 

The U-High team stormed out ot the dugout in an 
ecstatic chaos, jumping for joy as they came to meet Baker at 
home plate. 

The mild mannered, sometimes peculiar senior ha 
just shattered the dreams of twenty teenagers from Maroa 
Forsythe, all the while single-handedly restoring eveiy oneo 
the U-High baseball players and coaches hope of making 
the state tourney. While still on high emotions from the game? 
McMillan summed up the game in four simple words, 
game was cash.” 
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WIND VP FOR THF PITCH 
Junior Collin Reesi*r (left) 
pitches duriiiR an intense game 
at ISt's field. “This group of 
Suys was really great. We really 
held together in the end of the 
season,” Reeser said. 




TKAMWORK Junior Jimmy Collins (left) 
catches a hall as his opponent slides into 
second base. Sophomore Tyler McNeely 
(above) prepares to throw the ball across 
the field to first base. 
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I’HROW IT lip SophoiiKirt* Kevin 
Baily (risht) gracef ully serves the 
hall to his opponent. 



Cl.KAN SVViN(i Sophomore Seth Doran 
(above) prepares t(» make contact with 
the hall while participating in a practice. 

Sophomore (marav Vempati attemps a 
clilTicult hit hut successfully makes it over 

the net. 
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Boys Tennis 





Friendly Fire 

By Sji'jIi HjII « 

PictLii'cs By Allie locson 

Each athletic team has their own way of pre¬ 
paring for the tasks ahead of them. Almost all prepare 
in some way physically and mentally, which is the 
case with the tennis team. 

Physically they warm up every stroke that 
they will use during a match including ground strokes 
volleys and serves. Mentally they try to relax and 


I: . 





focus on what they have to do to win. 

talk fron?^ P'-’P 
rom their head coach. Bob Runyan. This pep talk 

usimlly ends with the team laughing, which is a good 

y o get them all to relax. When it comes to the 

competition, they take eveiything seriously. 

It might be deceiving to note that, no one this 
past season made it to state because 
most members of the team believe that 
they made substantial movements in 

piepaiing themselves for the years to 
come. 

The doubles teams became more 
advanced this season by really focus¬ 
ing on forming good tactics to be used 
when playing and also learning to trust 
each other. 

It s nice to know you have someone 
there with you while you’re playing but 
it also takes a lot of time to learn each 
others tactics,” sophomore Nick Zim¬ 
merman said. 

The whole team also worked hard 
on getting to know and depend on one 
another. The team does not assign cap¬ 
tains which means that they are always 
relying on each other for help and also 
to set examples. 

“We certainly have some leaders both 
on the court and off. [Sophomore] Ben 
Leuhrs is obviously our on-the-court 
leader who really sets the standard for 
the rest of the team to follow,” junior 
Tomek Stadnik said. 

For better or worse the tennis team¬ 
mates find themselves returning every 
season for one another as well as for 
themselves. 

“The prospect of getting better every 
season and the environment created by 
the team kept me coming back every 
year,” senior Tim Hajak said. 
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Junior Jon Kt*n (ahovel ohvioii.slv ha.s talent a.s he doiiiinate.s on the tenni.s 
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takinc; rr k) i hk i inisii i.ink 

Sophoniori- D.l Scharf (below) runs 
side i)V side with her opponent as 
she makes the final lap. * ^^e accoin* 
plished a lot this year, hut it took a 
lot of work, “ Scharf said. 



IIICH (iKAR Sophomore Nicole Neal (ri)!h() pots her pedal to the metal 
she linishes oH her relay with IlyiniJ colors. Kreslimaii .lessica Busse (above) 
contrihutes greatly to her relay team. 
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ALL "Th^t Glitters 

Girls Track 

By losh Fowler 
Photos By Allie locson 

If you drive by Wendy’s on Main Street and 
look to your right, you will see a green sign congratu¬ 
lating state champion Chandra Golden for winning 
the 200 Meter dash in 2003. After the 2004 girls track 
season, they’re going to have to add a dift'erent sign. 

The 2004 girls track season was one in which 
extreme preparation and dedication paid off very 
visibly as this year’s team continued to build a new 
dynasty in the history of U-High athletics. Amid many 
individual accomplishments the team delivered their 
second straight third place finish at the State track 
meet. 

The State track meet took place in Charleston, 
Illinois and U-High came away with plenty to cel¬ 
ebrate. 

U-High’s relay team consisting of Stef Dil- 
beck, Chandra Golden, Nicole Neal and Daneisha Ju- 
lious were crowned State Champions in both the 4x100 
and 4x200 Meter Relays. 

In addition. Golden defended her crown in the 
200 Meter Dash, and also won the 100 Meter High 
Hurdles. Golden walked away with a team high of 
4 gold medals at State as U-High finished just three 
points behind second place, Carlinville. 

While the State meet was one of the highlights 
of the season, it wasn’t the only reason for the team to 
celebrate. This years’ girls track squad went all over to 
face the competition. Attending meets that took place 
in Louisville, Kentucky and even East St.. Louis, this 
years’ team did plenty of globe trotting. Along with all 
of the long bus trips were plenty of great moments and 
accomplishments. “We had some very nice perfor¬ 
mances this year at Louisville and at Intercity,” Head 
Coach Jermaine Ware said. 

The Intercity meet was not only special for the 
team but also for junior Daniesha Julious, who won the 
Triple Jump while setting a new intercity record. Along 
with that special intercity mark, Julious was a state 
qualifier in the triple jump, and an integral part of the 
State championship relay teams. 

The team also received plenty of help from it’s 
younger members. “Paige Durcholz really stepped up 
and improved throughout the season. Kelsey Kraft, an¬ 
other freshmen, showed up big at our sectional meet,” 
Coach Ware said. Ware also mentioned that he was 
proud of senior Fayth Evans, who “had an outstanding 
performance at the State meet.” 


The 

injury bug 
also hit the 
U-High girls 
track team 
this year as 
many of the 
teams biggest 
contributors 
came down 
with injuries. 

“A 

number of the 
runners battled 
injuries all 
season long. 

StefDilbeck 
and Paige 
Durchholz had 
shin splints, 

Chandra 
Golden had a 
quad injury, 

Tonya Brown, Nicole Neal, and Daniesha Julious all 
had back injuries at one time or another,” Ware said. 

Despite competing hard, traveling around 
to different cities and states, and fighting off injuries, 
critics still say that boys track is much more competi¬ 
tive than girls. Ware, however, would disagree. 

“1 would have to say that girls track is more 
competitive and more intense. There seems to be more 
at stake for these girls. With title 9 a lot of NCAA 
schools only have women’s track and field, and the 
women have tons of athletes for role models that are a 
little more visible than the men such as Marion Jones, 
Jackie Joyner, Unis Barber, Christina Aaron, and the 
list goes on,” Ware said. 

The U-High girls track team had plenty of 
exciting moments and reasons to celebrate on their 
way to placing first at four events at the State meet. 

So this time next year, will we be changing the sign by 
Wendy’s again? What is next year's girls track team 
looking for? 

“A state championship, if the sun shines our 
way enough,” Ware said. State Championship or not, 
one thing is for sure, if the U-High girls track team 
continues to have success they’re going to have to put 
up a billboard, instead of changing some signs. 
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STEP BY STEP Senior Jnrell Chavers 
(below) paces himself through a long 
distance relay race. Sam Hendricks 
(above) picks up speed before launch¬ 
ing into the long jump event. 
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there the 

competition. 


Y CO Sophomore Shane (m/inan (left) pushes to pass the 

U-High runner junior Mike Erdinan (above) sets the pace. 
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Full Speed Ahe^ d 


Stoiy by Mjggie HooinjmvvjiuM 
Photos by Abie locsoii 


Boys T rxk 


As they round the corner ol' the track, they 
pick up speed and momentum with every stride. And 
as they near the finish line you notice something in the 
faces of every U-High runner: determination, strength 
and self assurance. 

This year one of the things the U-High track 
team spent time developing was mental preparation. 

“Our team did a great job with bonding and 
coming together because you could see that everyone 
was working to win for U-High rather than for each 
individual," senior Chris George commented. 

Proof of their team work can be found in the 
way U-High earned its points all year: from freshmen 
to seniors, everyone played a big part in bringing home 
victories. 

Freshmen Kyle Leduc, Preston Smith, and 
Derek Haas stepped up by running in a few relays with 
the older boys. Sophomore Shane Guzman improved 
his 400 race with every passing meet. Sophomore 
Justin Buyer and junior Lane Raney pushed forward, 
above their hurdles, against some fierce competition. 
Both the 4x100 and 4x200 relays, went on to qualify for 
the state competition, along with eight other events. 

Throughout the season the coaches would 
switch up our lineup to try and find our best combina¬ 
tion, senior Pat Carroll explained, “sometimes the 



timts we d find something that worked peifeetly. At 
ec lona s our 4x100 did really well and in the 4x200 
Ledue picked it up in the last leg to qualify us " 

the 4x8(0. Junior Jordan Bu.s.se ran with experienced 
seniors Jarell Chavers, Nick Shaver, and Chris George. 

heir event, and George’s mile run, were the only two 
that would continue to the state finals. George came 

t trough on top in the end, bringing home a first place 
Win in his event. 

‘4 gave it my all in track because 1 wasn't 
pleased with my cross country season. So 1 pushed 
that much more this spring. I set my goals higher and 

worked a little bit harder, and it all paid off in the end," 
George said. 

This season George surpassed two school 
records. They'll have to change the board in the lounge 

to read his name for the 800, with a 1:55.2 and the 1600 
at 4:20. 

Fans came from all over town just to catch 
George race. Often he would keep with the pack, but 
it was the last leg of his race that appeased fans. Every 
time he approached the end as if he hadn’t just ran three 
laps already. And each time he came into the cheers of 
roaring fans right behind the fence. 

You probably haven't 
seen as many parents 
and supporters at another 
sporting event than 
you do at a track meet. 
Believe it or not, a large 
group of parents traveled 
all over to see their kids 
for only a few seconds. 
But most would probably 
arcue the adrenaline rush 
is well worth it. The last 
event at every track meet 
is the 4x400, the race all 
teams wait for. 

And at every meet 
the whole U-High team 
would gather alongside 
the fence to yell “Go U!" 
until the last determined 
runner had crossed finish 
line. 
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Girls Soccer 

ByZachTnity 

Photos By Allie locsoii and Molloiy McCoy 


Someday, the U-High girls soccer team might 
remember their 2004 season and revel in their accom¬ 
plishments. But as their season came to a close for the 
second time in three years with a loss in the State Final, 
their immediate response was one of frustration and 
disappointment. 

That the team lost by a mere goal (4-5) in the 
quarterfinals to eventual state champion Wheaton Acad¬ 
emy, didn’t help 
with the heart¬ 
ache. 

‘‘It was a 
miserable game. 
The entire game 
was emotionally 
draining, because 
we all knew that 
we should have 
been dominating 
them the whole 
game,” senior 
Kaetlin Merri- 
man said. ‘‘As a 
team we weren’t 
playing to our 
potential and as 
the game went on 
we got worse and 
worse. We had 
dug ourselves a 
hole so deep we 
just couldn’t get 
out of it.” 

“It’s going 
to take a long 
time to get over 
it. It is all very 
frustrating, losing like that. It’s something I’ll always 
remember,” captain Kelsey Bohling said. 

Even though the season ended with frustration, 
the U-High girls soccer team should eventually look back 
on an outstanding year that included a perfect 21-0 record 
and Ashlee Pistorius’ record shattering perfonnance. 
During the season Pistorius claimed the girls state record 
tor goals with 228, which currently ranks third in the na¬ 
tion. 

The four-time All American and 2004 Panta- 
graph Female Athlete of the Year, will be heading oft'to 
Texas A&M to pursue basketball and soccer careers, but 
will always remember her last season with the Pioneers. 


“It was all so much this year. The girls 
worked really hard, and we were successful,” Pistorius 
said, “I couldn’t have asked for anything more.” 

Helping Pistorius with otTence was high- 
scoring junior Bekah Clay, who was second on the 
team with 41 goals and was selected to be on The 
Pantagraph’s All-Intercity Girls Soccer Team. 

Yet, just as important to their success as goals 
scored were the goals that were not. The Pioneers had 
a very stingy defence that stilled teams all season. 

“Even though we scored a lot, our defense 
had to set the tone,” junior Natalie Davis said, “We 
just said nothing is getting past us.” 

In fact, the defence only allowed for an aver¬ 
age of one goal a game, proving that there was more to 
the team than Pistorius. 

“The defense and the midfielders helped 
Ashlee and myself a lot. If we didn’t have them we 
wouldn’t have got to state,” Clay said. 

U-High started the season hot, winning all 
three games in the annual Intercity showdown. Beating 
Normal West, Bloomington, and Normal Community 
by a combined 23-2. 

“We knew it was key for us to come out and 
play strong,” Senior Christina Chojnacki said. “We 
lost to (Nonnal) West last year when we shouldn’t 
have. We wanted to come out and give a good perfor¬ 
mance ofl'ensively and defensively. We wanted to let 
people know we were a team. Just not one player or 
one side of the ball.” 

In their next game the defense and offense 
came together in one of the most exciting games in 
U-High history. Trailing late in the game, U-High 
was able to come back and beat longtime rival Peoria 
Notre Dame 5-4. With the win U-High improved to 
10-0, and became the number one ranked team in the 
state. 

“Beating them propelled us into the second 
half of our season,” Merriman said, “It re-energized us 
and showed us that we could beat one of the top teams 
in state. It was definitely my most memorable moment 
of the season.” 

“It showed us if there was time on the clock, 
we could come back and beat anybody,” said Pistorius. 

Which is really what fans of the team may 
want to think about when they look back on the 2004 
season. It wasn t a season that ended in heartbreak, but 
a game where they just ran out of time. 
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vSHE’S GOT MOVES Junior Natalie 
Davis (left) takes control as she gets 
ready to kick the hall towatds her 
teammates direction. 
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Wl-ut I t’s Like __ 

To Be Ashlee Pistorkis 


Stoiy By losh Fowler 
Photo by Allie locsoii 



IS a 


schedule similar to that ofa rock star, Pistorius always seems to h 
jet-setting around from one place to another. This summer will be^ 
extremely busy for Pistorius, who even admits herself that she ha 
lot going on. 

‘M am going to be really busy. State for soccer is right after 

graduation, then 1 have 

the McDonalds All-Amer. 

ican game in North Caro- 
lina, then 1 fly to Missouri 
lor a state cup with my 
soccer club. The day that 
ends, I come home and 
1 have the all-state girls 
basketball game and head 
down to St. Louis again 
w ith my club team," 
Pistorius said. 

Even though she always 
manages to stay busy, 
Pistorius doesn’t let her 
school work pile up on 
her and doesn’t let the 
hectic schedule bother 
her. 

“My teachers this year 
have been awesome with 
me. They have been very 
flexible on the deadlines 
they set and are very 

understanding,” Pistorius said, “It has been nice to come to school. I 
enjoy it. It helps me get away from all of the sports stuff.” 

Even though the 2004 U-High Girls Basketball Team tell 
short ofa State Championship, the year was still a success tor Ashlee 
who learned several valuable lessons. 

“This year in basketball was tough, it wasn’t my greatest 
season, and I learned that attitudes bring down the team and 1 that 
1 needed to step up and take charge in more ofa leadership role, 
Pistorius said. In addition to becoming a leader, Pistorius also made 
history by scoring over 2,000 points in her U-High career. 

While Ashlee's future remains a mystery, she did hint at sev 
eral things she would like to accomplish. “I dellnitely want to settle 
dow n, and have a family. I want to become a coach and work with 
kids, the same way that I was brought up by my Dad and my mom, 
they were my biggest fans,” Pistorius said. 

Pistorius hinted at the dream to play professionally we i 

either in the world of Women’s Soccer or for the WNBA, and the 
2008 summer Olympics in Beiiing are a very real possibility torP>s 
torius. 

“I know that with anything I’m going to do 1 actually^'*' 
to get down to it, buckle down, and I think I can do it, she said. 


What’s it like to be Ashlee Pistorius? What’s it like to be 
the all time leading goal scorer in U-High history, a Gatorade Illinois 
tliah School Soccer Player of the Year, a High sehool All-American, 
club All-American, and a team captain of the U-High soccer team 
with a full-ride to Texas A&M? The answer may surprise you.“Pretty 
exhausting,” Pisto¬ 
rius said. 

Anyone 
who follows high 
school sports in the 
entire tri-county area 
knows who Ashlee 
Pistorius is. As a 
nationally known 
two sport sensation, 
but many would be 
surprised to know 
that there is much 
more to being Ashlee 
Pistorius than just 
shooting jump shots 
and scoring goals. 

During 

her time at U-High 
Pistorius developed 
into one of the most 
gifted athletes ever to 
play at U-High, 

Despite all 

of the awards and accolades, Pistorius notes that she doesn’t like all 
oi the hype and hoopla that comes with being an All-American ath¬ 
lete. “I don’t want to be ‘Ashlee Pistorius’ or whatever everyone has 
built me up to be,” Pistorius said. 

While it may be impossible to ignore her talent, Pistorius 
says that this year has been similar to all the other years she has 
played, w ith the exception of all the awards. “In the past, I just did 
my job and got it done. Now I’m getting all of these awards and it’s 
been ditTerent,” Pistorius said, “I’ve always tried to stay humble and 

it’s been a goal for me to stay humble and keep a level head,” she 
added. 

While everyone knows about Ashlee’s ability to score goals, 
dribble around defenders, and score bundles of baskets, few know 

about the other side of Ashlee’s life away from the grass fields and 
hardwood. 

“I love to mow the lawn. My parents hid the key from me 
last year because I would mow so much that I was killing our grass. I 
just love spending time on my own,” she said, “I love to write poetry 
too, it’s tough because it throws me olTof my routine and 1 tend to 

stay up later and write. I just don’t get much time to myself but when 
I do, 1 enjoy it.” 

Being Ashlee Pistorius does come with a price. With a tour 
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By Nick Chiodo 

People say that getting a 
tattoo is the most painful thing in 
the world, so when I walked into 
Raining Color, a tattoo parlor in 
downtown Normal, of course I was 
nervous, and I flinched a lot. 

My tattoo wasn’t a spur 
of the moment idea, though, it was 
going to be a living memory of my 
friend Troy Hari, so even if I didn’t 
think I would be able to handle the 
pain, I was going to fight it anyway. 
It’s the least 1 could do for my 
friend. 

Troy, one of my best 
friends since grade school, sud¬ 
denly passed away in a car crash 
on Sunday, October 13, 2002. It 
was one of the worst experiences 
in my life. Soon after the incident, 
my friend Ryan Huette thought of 
a way to honor and remember him 
forever: a tattoo. 

At first, when I told my 
parents, they didn’t like the idea. 
We have a family rule of no pierc¬ 
ings or tattoos. I insisted that I get 
it done, so I kept talking it up and 
making convincing arguments as to 
why I should have it done. 

It didn’t take long for 
them to understand my reason¬ 
ing, so they took the next step in 
calling the Hari’s. His parents said 
they would be honored if I got the 
tattoo. Ryan and I decided to have 
Troy’s initials, TGH, tattooed on 
our shoulders. It’s a pretty small 
tattoo in Old English font. 


I didn’t realize I would 
become so nervous until I actually | 
sat in the chair, anticipating what 
would come next. The artist dipped 
his needle into the paint and began i 
tapping my right shoulder blade. | 
It wasn’t exactly a pain- j 
ful experience, it was more like a ! 
continuous pinching. I was unsure j, 
of how deep the needle was going | 
in, but it was most excruciating I, 
as the corners of the letters were | 
rounded. Those were the longest j j 
thirty minutes I’d ever spent in my 
life, I tensed up and sweat through j 
the whole experience. i 

The week after I had it ' 
done, the tattoo was hard to get 
used to. It was red and swollen, and ; 
even bled a little bit. I had to apply j i 
special ointment on it everyday to j 
keep it from getting infected. After I 
a while it was fine, and now I’m ac- jj 
tually used to it. Finally the swell- j* 
ing is gone, and it is just a smooth | j 
area like the rest of my skin. ' 

When I walked into Rain- I' 
ing Color, I had no doubt in my ! 
mind. And when I walked out, I 
had no regrets. I still don’t. In a 
way, my tattoo has helped me deal j 
with Troy’s death. It is there as i 
a reminder that Troy always did 
and always will watch out for me. 
Every time I see it, or touch it, I i 
think of him and remember the 
good times. 

»As told To Maggie 
Hoomanawanui 
» Photo by Jamie Blass 
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By Jeff Kerestes ' l 

Before 1 buzz in with the answers the 
embarrassment factor runs through my 
head. 1 have an instinct, but what if r 
wrong. What if I forget what I’m going to say, or what 
if I say sttmething really dumb? I go through this pro- 
cess every time I hear a Scholastic Bowl question What 
should I do, will I be right or wrong? 

It may seem like a weird concept but in Scho¬ 
lastic Bowl, the person with the most useless knowledge 
prevails. I generally get this information from non-fic¬ 
tion, books, newspapers, and magazines. Also, 1 find 
that working hard in your classes pays off at Scholastic 
Bowl meets. When 1 get asked a question, the pieces of 
information are dug up from the back of my brain. It is 
weird the way things Just pop up in my head at a mo¬ 
ments notice. 

The atmosphere is extremely different during 
our practices and our meets. At practices we are all 


laid-back and we have fun, but we still manage to learn 
a lot. At meets it is a different story. Although we try 
to have fun, there are schools that are very serious about 
Scholastic Bowl. 

I have been doing Scholastic Bowl for four 
years, therefore, I am a leader on the team. While it 
holds a lot of responsibility, I still enjoy all of the work. 
During my stint on the U-High Scholastic Bowl team 1 
have had a great opportunity to learn a great deal, I oth¬ 
erwise wouldn’t have. Also, I have made great friend¬ 
ships with people who are interesting and different from 
myself. Our school has a great reputation for Scholastic 
Bowl, which adds a lot of pressure to some already big 
meets, but it’s also nice to have people see your team 
and say, “They’re good!” 

»As told to Melissa Morrow 
»Photo illustration by Mike Brown 
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■t® hawe a bic®MtiM.c*itoiP 



Bv Evan Kapanga 
0 

For years my dad had repeatedly brought up the 
idea of heading back to Africa. It wasn’t until the fall of my 
junior year that I realized he was actually serious. 

In December my dad packed his bags and moved 
with his job to Kinshasa, Congo. There he would take on 
arather important Job as the country’s “Special Advisor,” 
giving his input on nearly every important decision there was 
to be made. His goals to economically and socially improve 
the lives of the people in Africa were high and far from 
reach. Only with hard work and dedication would he be able 
to complete his tasks. 1 was old enough to understand how 
much the country needed him, but I couldn’t help to act like 

akidand feel as if 1 needed him even more than the Congo 
did. 

From that point on, numerous responsibilities were 
placed on my shoulders as I was challenged to take on a 
father-like position tor my two younger sisters and some- 
hmeseven my mom. At first it seemed normal that he wasn’t 
around. 1 guess 1 was convinced that he was on a long busi- 
trip and would be back any day now. Then the days 
niedinto weeks and weeks into months. It wouldn’t be 
pring Break of 2003 that I would see my dad again. 

Pl^ne landed in Kinshasa, I realized that 

^ou^h^^w ^ phone just wasn’t 

andle ^ our time with him as we toured the city 

living. There aren’t many 

^Pithar learned on that trip, ex- 

y without doubt a culture shock. 

t^ouldn’t stay forever, and eventu- 
%ly J plane to head back home. It was 

f^om father in another continent, far 

P'^ewindQ^^ Soing. We looked out of the small 
^^%behi''d ground waving at us, 

and get . havG to readjust myself once 

^und. that he wasn’t going to be 




Soon after our trip my mom began talking more and 
more about moving the family to Africa. My parents were 
tired of everyday phone conversations and needed us all to 
be together. Yet I was in the middle of my junior year, and it 
would be too hard to leave behind my friends, job, and col¬ 
lege plans. So we made a deal. If I could continue to be re¬ 
sponsible, my mom and two sisters would pack up and head 
to Kinshasa permanently, while I would stay here with my 
aunt. It wouldn’t be too bad, considering she was already 
like both a mom and sister to me. 

As the summer came around the corner, I had con¬ 
tinuously kept up my end of the deal. Although I would miss 
my family, completing one year in an African high school 
and moving back to the U.S. for college seemed rather un¬ 
reasonable. Soon enough, it wasn’t a huge concern anymore. 
My mom was unsuccessful in trying to find work with the 
government in Kinshasa. Without two incomes, it would just 
create a rougher life for our family in Africa. 

To this day, she is still searching for a job overseas. 
Because the economy is so bad, there is barely any available 
work for my mom, especially in the areas she wants to assist. 
Eventually, I can see something opening up for her, and my 
family moving far away from me. It’s a scary thought, being 
the only one separated from the others. It’s not something 
every teenager has to face. It’s normal to come home every¬ 
day from school and spend some time with your parents or 
at least exchange a few words — words that don t become 

meaningful until they no longer exist. 

There are kids out there who take their parents for 

granted and it’s kind of sad that you may never realize it 
until someone close to you has to move far away. Most kids 
have trouble moving, going off to college, or leaving because 
it’s time to get out on their own, but tor me, we re not talk¬ 
ing different cities or states, but continents. 

»As told to Maggie Hoomanawanui 
»Photo illustration by Mike Brown 
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0»t “The Radi® 


By Jason Bower 

As I speak, my voice trav¬ 
els into thousands of homes, 
cars, and businesses around 
the area. My heart is pounding. 
I can hardly breathe. 1 feel an awkward sen¬ 
sation that is half excitement and halt tear. 

I had anticipated this moment for 
the last few months, yet nothing could fully 
have prepared me. Atter slowly taking one 
last deep breath, 1 open my mouth and let 
the words flow out. 

It feels great to be a radio DJ; to 
have your very own voice being transmitted 
to thousands of enthusiastic listeners. They 
hang on my every word and call in just to 
tell me how great my show is. 

With the fame, comes a slur of 
benefits you may not have even associated 
with being a radio DJ. Even I was shocked 
when girls started coming up to me that 
normally would not even give me a .second 
glace. It Just seemed so out of the blue to be 
the center of attention. I get free tickets to 
any concert in the area I want to go to and 
also am given lots of band merchandise. 

Probably one of the best parts, 
though, was the opportunity to sit down face 
to face with one of my favorite bands. Skid 


Row. Not everyone gets to talk one on one 
with their idols and find out what inspires 
them to produce the outstanding music that 
they perform. Skid Row may not be that 
famous, but that isn’t what rock and roll is 
about. It is the significance behind the music 
that makes them great. It is easy for a band 
to make money and fame by performing 
what people want to hear, but it is another to 
produce what you want and like. 

With access to the areas largest 
rock music collection, I am able to li.sten to 
new music right when it comes out. Have 
you ever been hard at work studying or even 
Just relaxing, and Just had this dying desire 
to hear that song you heard last night on 
the radio? All of that music is right at my 
finger tips. Most of the music played on the 
radio is picked out by the stations staff. At 
first this really disturbed me because I have 
my own tastes that are not as commercial. 
Sometimes it makes me sick having to play 
what is deemed popular. However, I do get 
some leeway. Once in a while, if you’re up 
late enough. I’ll slip in a pick or two of my 
own, maybe even some Skid Row. 

»As told to David Crow 
»Photographs by Mitchel Baker 





Jason Bower (above) works at the central Illinois 
radio station %.7 IROCK. “While there are some 
stations in central Illinois that claim to rock, none 
can rock to the capacity of IROCK,” Bower said. 

He is known at the radio station as the Hed^eho^ 
because of his spiky hair. His show airs every Sat¬ 
urday night, and he fills time between songs talking 
about upcoming events, concert news, goofy personal 
anecdotes, and Hedgehog’s top five, which is a list 
of jokes about a current event, such as “things on 
Martha Stewart’s ‘To Do’ list.” He closes his pro- 
gram every week (left) with a supersonic blast from 
everbody’s favorite late night party animal, the most 
dangerous man in radio, “THE HEIKiEHOC;!” 
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Tb Piertc® You/i 'Vo«iqut( 

By David Robinson 

The guy who pierced my tongue was! 
named Andy. He took me into the back room, 
and put me on this table that was similar to 
one you would find in a doctor's office. He 
had me rinse my mouth with mouthwash. He 
put on gloves, took a paper towel, and dried 
off my tongue. He then handed me a Sharpie 
and told me to put a dot where 1 wanted the 
piercing. I looked in the mirror and made 
my mark. He took the marker from me and 
picked up a pair of tongs. He told me to stick 
out my tongue, and when I did, he grabbed it 
with the tongs and told me to relax. 

The cold metal tongs sent shivers 
down my spine. Then he informed me that if 
1 didn’t like needles, it was time to close my 
eyes. I did, but not before looking at the tube ^ 
he was placing on top of my tongue. The 
tube looked like a big steel straw that had a 
pin sticking out of one side. He then told me 
to hold the tongs, and made it very clear to 


me not to move. 

He pushed down on the pin and the 

needle shot through my tongue and out the 
other side. He then lifted off the straw to 
reveal that it hou.sed the bar that was goings 
stay in my tongue. He unscrewed the nee e 
and replaced it with the ball. My tongue 
was pierced. He had me rinse my nioui 
with mouthwash again and warned me not^ 
to drink, smoke, eat, or do cocaine fora e 
hours. He was kidding around with me. 
think. 

»As told to Kate Zimmerman 
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^ D/iotq 


gy Louie 


Williams 

A buddy ol 



always giving me crap 


mine from 
work is 

aboi 


arc.. 

lioft much better his car IS 

than mine. 

“Yeah right. That 
piece of junk couldn’t 
^trace a toddler riding a 
tricycle down the sidewalk. 
“Wanna bet?" he 


asks. 

“Sure " 1 say, “let 
just go out and see who h 
the faster car." 

I didn't think there'd 
be any harm in going out 
fora late night ride. lam 
. driving behind him on GE 
Road when I finally dec id 
to prove who is in charge, 
switch lanes at the stoplig 
so we can be side-by-side 
when the light turns green 
Hook at him, and he knov 

I '^'hat is about to happen. 

In an instant, the 
light is green, snapping m( 
out of my premature drear 
victory and bragging 
1 push my toot dow 

on the accelerator, 

Sng to beat him off the 

The show-off decides 
would rather squea 

than just come off 
! 7;'Il’ich is fine by me: 
“Minthe lead. 

continues 
I «>erate and I feel the 

lesion shift itself fro 




e —Mini ns 


^dy is doing t 

'“'^onlygro 
* pash hard 

iC 

u doesn’t r 


'k 


ahead to 


sure our path is clear, but 
there isn't much traffic at 9 
p.m. at night on GE Road. 
The car is preparing itself to 
shift up into third gear when 
I check my rearview mirror. 
A red flashing light is ema¬ 
nating from the car behind 
us, though it's not on the 
roof of a regular policemen’s 
car. I think about this for a 
moment and realize that this 
must be an undercover cop. 

We both pull over 
to the right and the cop 
approaches my car. He gave 
me two tickets, one for 
changing lanes without a 
turn signal, and one for drag 
racing on a public street. My 
buddy didn’t fare any better, 
getting a drag racing ticket 
in addition to a ticket for 
squealing his tires. 

The cop also took 
my license. Now 1 have to 
wait for my parents to pick 
me up after school, which 
makes me feel like a fresh¬ 
man. 

I suppose I learned 
a lesson from my little 
adventure. You shouldn’t 
be so proud of a car that 
you are willing to screw up 
your future just to protect its 
honor. 

Let that fool keep 
thinking that his Fix-Or- 
Repair-Daily is the fastest 
thing out there. I’ll still 
know the truth, and that’s all 
that really matters. 

But for the record, 

I was beating him by a car 
length before we were pulled 
over. 

» As told to Alex Idelman 
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By Jason Davis 



really isn’t that overwhelming. It doesn’t get your 
adrenaline running or your blood pumping. 

sor^t ! H " m"’ " "’y Energy, 

peed, and agility cause these .solid, unyielding concrete block.fto 

deteriorate into nothing. 


When I watch the blocks break it seems like a slow 
motion action sequence. In reality it all takes place in less than 
a second. My hand starts above my head and ends up below the 
blocks. Speed is one of the main factors in breaking them. If Tm 
not fast enough it won’t matter how strong I am. I could be able to 
bench 400 pounds, and still not break them if I don’t have speed. 

The other factor is concentration. When you are break¬ 
ing a concrete block, it’s the only thing on your mind. All other 
thoughts and worries are put aside. The amount of concentration 
needed to complete this task is immeasurable. Your direct atten¬ 
tion must be placed on doing the technique perfect. You have to 
get the voice in your head that says you can’t break the block out 
of your mind. If you doubt yourself for one second, you won’t 
even crack it. 


Tae-Kwon-Do is a very serious sport. There is no joking 
around or inappropriate usage of techniques. It is not just about 
being able to chop a block in half, or knowing that you can kill 
someone in one hit. Tae-Kwon-Do does not teach you how to 
beat some one up, hut instead how to maintain safety. First and 
foremost Tae-Kwon-Do teaches how to avoid fighting if you can, 
but if necessary how to protect yourself. 

I have been practicing Tae-Kwon-Do for a little over a 
year and a half now. I have learned many techniques, hut more 
than that I have learned lessons in life that are irreplaceable. 
Tae-Kwon-Do teaches you discipline and respect along with 
the knowledge of how to respect yourself and other. It helps me 
handle myself throughout all of my life. 

»As told To Erin Wahlheim 



What Itk lifet 117 

























Wkort Its Like 
“I® Mafet » Pi»t 



Nick Rule 



Before I begin to wrestle I think 
about what I am going to do in the 
match. Everything that has happened 


earlier in the day is forgotten. 1 only focus on the de¬ 
tails of the match. I tocus so heavily that I become 


silent and I feel like I am in a bubble. 



When it is my turn to wrestle, I come out 
of my bubble into a conscious state of mind. I can 
hear the crowd and the tips that my coach is giving me. I think about 
what I have learned in practice and apply it to my opponent. 1 then 
come to the center of the mat. I face my opponent dead straight in 
the eyes. We shake hands. The referee raises his arm. As the referee 
brings his arm down and the whistle blows, I go back into my bubble 
state. I do not hear the crowd; all 1 hear is the voice in my head tell¬ 
ing me what to do. The only face I see is my opponent’s. 1 feel the 
pressure I put on myself to win, bearing down. I start to think about 
how 1 need to shape up and get after my opponent. I need to take the 
first shot, and if I miss, try again. I always think about being the ag¬ 


gressor. 

“Do not end up on your back,” is what I constantly tell 
myself. If I do end up on my back, I must do whatever it takes to get 
back on top. I know I have to keep moving and make it difficult for 
my opponent to pin me. I try to stick my forearm in the guy’s face to 
help break away. When 1 finally get off my back I have to take over 
the situation. 

When I am about to pin my opponent I know that I have to take 




it slow and concentrate on what I am doing. One wrong move and 
I know that my opponent could escape from my lock. I finally get 
my opponent’s back on the floor. The referee drops to the ground to 
check. He sees that the opponent’s back is on the mat. He pounds his 
hand to the floor, and counts-one-two-three- he blows his whistle to 

signify the match is over. I then stand up, while helping my opponent 
rise to his feet. This is the moment that I have been waiting for. This 
feeling is a reason why I enjoy wrestling so much. The referee then 
raises my sweaty arm to signify that I am the winner of this match. 

When my arm is raised in the air I am overwhelmed by cheer¬ 
ing crowd. 1 am exhausted, breathing heavily. I have good sportsman¬ 


ship and keep my happiness to myself as I shake my opponent’s hand 
for a Job well done. When I am walking out of the spotlight that the 
crowd put me in I have a reflection of the match and think to myself 
okay who 5 next? 

»As told To Katie Payne 
» Illustration by Mike Brown 
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~l<) StU(X(| Ab/toad 

By Shiraz Nota 

^ Have you 

ever heard of the 
giant monster 
attacks in Japan? I wasn’t able 
to experience one of these first¬ 
hand, but Sapporo, a larger city 
to the west of where 1 stayed 
when I studied abroad this fall, 
was attacked by a 600-foot tall 
ape. Fortunately its wrath was 
deterred by a team of masked, 
color-coded teenagers who 
fought the ape with giant robots. 

Seriously, though, Pve 
got to say that the three months 
I spent east was time well spent, 
even though there really were 
no giant monster attacks. In fact, 
one of the most important things 
I learned is that most of the ste¬ 
reotypes westerners have about 
Japan were as real as Godzilla. 


One important differ¬ 
ence about life in Japan is the 
role that comfort plays in every¬ 
day life. There are no beds, no 
chairs, and bike-riding is a must 
for anyone under the age of 20. 

Japan is also a very 
racially homogenous nation. 
Therefore, if anyone is over 
three feet tall, has hair a color 
other than black, and has any 
level of facial definition, they 
are bound to stick out. Most 
of this attention is positive. It 
usually means friendly banter 
with strangers and free stuff. But 
when it comes to the law, being 
a foreigner is a definite problem. 
For whatever reason, if you’re 
not Japanese, you’re trouble. 

Then there are the dif¬ 
ferences in food. Personally, 1 




don’t really mind Japanese food. 
It’s not half bad. However, when 
the Japanese try to make another 
nation’s food they always screw 
it up. Pizza with no cheese, but 
mayonnaise and corn? What? 

And then there are the 
cars of Japan. This is a land 
where neither emissions laws or 
speed limits exist, and there are 
a wealth of idea-stealing engi¬ 
neers, so I guess it’s only logical 
that there are some pretty tight 
cars. 

So Japan was all 
right. I whole heartedly recom¬ 
mend extended travel around 
the world to anyone because, 
if nothing else, to understand 
these differences first hand is W 
understand the world. 

»As told To Jason Davis 
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rij^J^[isVhen I was I 
reSroS?^ started I 
^ear and went throughr 
ear. Although, dur- I 
ke anxiety, rather than 


Bv Catherine Anhalt 

There are so many ways to define depression, but 
(hey all seem clinical or medical. A lot of doctors and 
svehiatrists would call it, “a chemical imbalance cai^ 
hv too much or too little seritonin in your brain.” 

I guess that works but it doesn’t realK^scribe 
; ^hat 1 went though. When I was depre^ga^ spent a lof 
'oftime wondering what the purop«€^1^pe was. It 
felt like I got up every mornir]^nd did tS^feme rou- 
l tine over and over. It was boi 
Ithought: What is the met ^ 

W.^This questioning led 

reason. 

1 There was no set pj 
told, “You are sufferinj 
ghly around my ei] 
thibeginning of my sopl 
I in™y sophomore year ij 

deppsion. 1 went to see/acoiip^ioi^ecause I c#frtd 
feelmat there was someti^Mwrdng a^my parei 
coulitell that I was acting afftgi ginly^ ^what 
to. 1 vias sad all of the time. I wrote aloTb^^hat 
in a journal. 1 wrote poems and regular entrie^s well. It 
ilseemeato help 

cussed my thojifhts and feelings with m^ounseloTonce 
a week. weeks I would be excited al^ut going to 

jSee the c^nselor and then othersj would dr^ad going. I 
went through multiple stages. 

I friends^^^d'^^iI^J9^fe^ suf^bortive of 

Jne.When^ey fi^Wiftfout wha was wong it di™’t seem 

I to make thelsli^test difference in How they treated me. 

On the otheW^d, I can’t say if theywd treated dif- 
erently 1 wonWv^ave cared. I was at tsifi point whele, be- 

cause I didn’tuiH^f^and my purpose,^ouldn’t apOTeci- 

l^^^what imponam^lrigs they had to sM either. Still, 

^ould say, I for the most part; openVvith everyone^ 
nt what wasVoing on. I wasn’t going\o tell everyom 
the pme time, if it came up, ^jwouldn’t hide^ 

^ I was everkually prescribed a mediation that I 
^^ke to makdme feel happier again. Tlie impact 


'met, but 


the medication had was amazing. It helped so much. The 
thoughts ot there being no reason for me decreased and 

l^d to get my life back. It did not, however, help all 
fef the tiija^. 

I still didn’t want to be here and couldn’t come 
up with any^uKWt^rTttreay questions. I remember taking 
the pop-tops off of pop canfraadjrubbing the sharp part 
across my wrist. I never actually did anything to myself, 
but it still seemed to comfort me. At same time it 
^antagonized me to do much worse to/hiyself. I found out 
later that^ome of my friends reali^d what I was doing 
^n^old everyone not to give the^ to me, without tell- 
^hy. My family membibrs found out about the 
>op^^ anoeSnsidered putting kne in a home in Cham¬ 
paign. These plms fell through aniu was sent instead 
to see a shrinyin Springfield. I now pave my own here, 
even though r don’t have to go anyijfiore except to get m; 
lication refilled. 

I am sail taking thejncdication, in a smaller 
lose, because 1 feel I^jrtflTneed to. It’s almost like I 
mentally dependent pn it, not because 1 really still i^d 
it, but bee^se I doir t trust myself without it. I’m/ffraid 
lat might happen if I try to go without it. retried 
refore~anavI could amost feel myself slipping mck into 
the damaging thougra process 1 was in a coupl^^of years 
ago. I am tmfied oAhe future. Because of ms I plan to 
continue tlrc medication until I am out of c^ege. I don t 
want to htWe to go thjs^gh the pain of de^ssion again. 

I wantjpet5^ to know that thereisTietplorsonlcj- 
one whd iyi^ering from depression./gqt help^end no^ 
I love 1^. Bvayone should realize tlw th^ is|a raasoe 
for yoi^ lifd andj^u are important. Iih^reis aN^iotp th^t 
seemrt^KtiiiHf^xac^ what I fel/theji am/ 

dealing with it now. The quote i^rom AjathalEhnsti 
She writes, “I like living. I hav^ometii 
despairingly, acutely miserable^ racked 
through it all I still know quij 
alive is a grand thing.” 


certainly 


> 


>As told To Sarah Hall 
Art by Helena Josefss^n 
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By Chance Walker 


'» 


The most 


The spleen is a flattened, oblong organ 
that removes disease producing organ¬ 
isms and worn-out red blood cells. It is 
located in the upper left abdominal cav¬ 
ity. The spleen is fed by the splenic ar¬ 
tery and venous blood from the spleen 
enters the liver. The injury show n here 
is a grade 4 lacerated spleen, meaning 
that the spleen was split in half. It is 
very dangerous becuase if the injury 
wasn’t taken care of someone can bleed 
to death. It can take up to six months 
for the injury to heal. 


challenging 
problem of my 
soccer career began with what 
should have been a routine 
play. As a player on the oppos¬ 
ing team prepared to take his 
penalty kick. I stood ready to 
do my job as the goalie of our 
team. He shot the ball towards 
the goal and I jumped to the 
left to make the save. 1 reached 
my right arm across my body 
to block the ball and as 1 hit the 
ground my left elbow crushed 
into my side. For about eight 
minutes I continued to play, 
even though I was bending over 
in pain. Eventually my coach 
and the referee decided it was 
time for me to leave the field. 

I began walking over 
to where the trainers were set 
up, but only made it half¬ 
way before 1 collapsed to the 
ground. I could barely breathe 
and it felt as though my whole 
body had gone numb. A trainer and Jerry Grieco, a parent of one 
of my teammates who also happens to be a doctor, started to walk 
towards me. They both checked to see what was wrong and Mr. 
Grieco assumed that there was something wrong with my spleen. 
He knew immediately that it was serious and 1 needed to be taken 
straight to the hospital. 

I was taken to a nearby hospital in Alton, where the tour¬ 
nament was being played. Soon after, it was determined that my 
injury was a grade 4 lacerated spleen. Simply put, this means that 
I split my spleen in half. I was then transported to the children’s 
hospital in St. Louis, where I could receive better care. 

The ride to the children’s hospital was not pleasant. My 
body was extremely sensitive to any kind of movement or touch. 
Not only was I strapped into the vehicle, but also the main road to 
the children’s hospital was closed so we ended up having to take a 
bumpy, uncomfortable back road. 

The night I arrived I had around six doctors come in and 
check to see where the pain was on my body and to make sure that 
there was nothing else wrong. They had to check my blood every 
four hours because there was a chance I could die from internal 
bleeding. I was placed in intensive care for two nights while they 
tried to decide whether or not I should have surgery. They decided 
against it, but I was to be on complete bed rest for the next week. 

The doctors very early in my recovery told me that I 
would not be playing soccer anytime soon. They explained that it 
might be six months before 1 ever got to play again and even then 
I would have to be really careful. At first. I didn’t believe what 
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they were saying. I thought I would be going home that night, so I 
couldn’t believe 1 would be out of soccer for that long. It hurt, but I 
didn’t want to make anyone worry, so I just laughed it off. 

When I got home I was for the most part still on bed rest. I 
wasn’t able to go anywhere or do anything at all. I was out of soccer 
for the entire summer and the first two weeks of school. I went back 
to the doctor to get another CAT scan where I was told that I wasn t 
100% healed, so to play I would have to wear a brace that fit around 
my entire mid-section. Of course, I could tell a huge difference 
because of the brace. It was hot, big and I wasn’t able to move well. 
It was also a setback that I hadn't played at all during the summer. 

I knew it was going to be hard to come back and play, but 
sometimes you have to have confidence in yourself. Whatever it took 
to get me playing I was willing to do. I was just happy to be plaving 
.soccer again. 

»As told To Sarah Hall 
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u/liCK Y©u/t Oad Is V©u;i P;ti«i©t|)alP 



Bv Kevin O'Malley 

One of the few times 

most kids will admit they want 
m„o to school is when they 
'in a light with their parents. 
School becomes a way to escape 
Bom it all. I don't have that op¬ 
portunity 

My dad. Gary 

O'Malley, is U-High’s principal. 
After going to school at Metcalf, 

IknewIwouldgotoU-High. I 

, excited that I would be go- 
inatohigh school with all of my 
friends, but I was worried that 
students and teachers might treat 
me differently because 1 was the 
(principal’s son. I also wondered 
how it would affect my relation- 

, ship with my dad. 

To my surprise, things 

didn't change that much. 

Almost everyone knows that 
my dad is the principal, but no 
one really gives me a hard time 


about it. At first it was strange 
passing my dad in the hallway 
when I was with my friends, but 
now I’m sort of used to it. 

There are some major 
disadvantages to being the 
principal’s son. When I get in 
trouble at school, I not only get 
double the punishment, but my 
dad is embarrassed as well. If 
my dad wasn’t the principal, I 
wouldn’t have to be so worried 
about my behavior. I also can’t 
leave school early on the Friday 
that grades come out and hide 
my report card from my parents. 
My dad knows my grades before 
I do. He is at the sporting events 
and dances. I have no privacy, 
and he knows pretty much ev¬ 
erything I do. At home, we sort 
of keep our distance. It is our 
time to be apart. 

Not everything about 


being the principal’s son is frus¬ 
trating. For example, if I leave 
anything at school, I can always 
get it. even if the school is 
locked. I can take free pop from 
his refrigerator whenever I feel 
like it. I also get to know about 
any changes made at the school 
before everyone else. My dad 
asks me for my input on certain 
issues all the time. Even though 
I know my opinions don’t really 
influence his decisions, I like the 


fact I have the power to voice 
the student body’s opinions and 
that my dad takes it into consid¬ 
eration. 

It is annoying when 
my dad talks to my friends, and 
when 1 disagree with some of 
the decisions he makes, but I 
think he is a good principal. 
Luckily, my friends, for the most 
part, agree. 

»As Told To Kate Zimmerman 
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By Dr. Gary O’Malley 

Everyday 1 walk through the halls and observe the students. 
However, there are two that will always stand out from the rest. 

[These two are my sons, Kevin and Sean. I’m sure many people won¬ 
der what’s it like to see your own kids grow in front of your eyes 
eiyday at school. 

I don’t think there are any challenges for me, being the 
iheroftwo students who attend U-High. I think the burden falls 
on my sons, but it’s Just something that they have to deal with. I can 
b try to make life easier for them by respecting their privacy. 

It’s probably difficult for both Kevin and Sean, but they 


I 


deal with it in their own way. It’s not at all awkward to see my sons 
at school, in fact I’m probably happier to see them here everyday 
than they are to see me. Most students would probably prefer their 
independence. Kevin and Sean are no different. 1 think they would 
just as soon rather have me working some where else, and that’s 
okay. It’s understandable, but unfortunately all three of us love this 
school and want to be here. Kevin and Sean made the choice as 
students to come here. 1 made the choice to come here and be an 
administrator. Even though I was here before them, we all share the 

school and we all work around each other. 

I respect my sons for all of their courage and determination. 
I realize that more often than not, they must feel like they have the 
bullseye on their backs because ot their last name. I can t even imag¬ 
ine what it would have been like for me to be in their shoes. 

Overall, if you had to ask me what it’s like to have my sons 
go to U-High, I could only tell you what I enjoy. I enjoy having both 
Kevin and Sean here. I enjoy seeing them everyday trom 8 am to 3 
pm. I enjoy being in their lives and watching them compete in sports 
and activities. But most of all, I enjoy watching them grow into 
young men. Change occurs more rapidly in high school than in any 
other time in life. I’m glad I can be a part of that change. In the end, 
I may only be their principal for four years, but I will be their father 

for life. 

»As told To Josh Fowler 
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T© Be A "Tioubec IMafee;» 

By Salma Hatia 

When I wake up in the morning, I don’t think of what 
I’m going to do to wreak havoc on the world, I Just think 
about fun. Although my main concern isn t to get as much 
attention as 1 can, I have to admit I like the attention 1 get 
from my peers. Usually, my friends just laugh and tell me I m 
funny. But teachers, on the other hand, that’s another story. 
I’ve had teachers take me out in the hall and scold me before. 
I’ve had my house called before to have parent-teacher meet¬ 
ings. 

There are some teachers that are out to get me. Some 
teachers and adults Judge me because of what they’ve heard 
about me. For example, the other day I went to Driver’s Ed 
and found out that someone had told the teacher that I had 
drove illegally. It’s things like this that make me wonder about 
some people. There have been a few times when I’ve been 
accused of doing something I really didn’t do. This one guy 
at school always comes up to me accusing me of making up 
these screen names of fake girls that supposedly want to go 
out with him. I’ve tried telling him that it wasn’t me, but he 
doesn’t believe me! It couldn’t be me because my parents 
won’t let me hang out, let alone be on instant messenger. 

I can’t wait until I’m grown up and can look back on 
my crazy high school days. I’m going to laugh at how fun it 
was to play Jokes on people. I wish I could tell people about 
the worst prank I ever pulled, but I don’t think that would be a 
good idea, partially because I’ll get in trouble, the story of my 
life, and partially because I would get beat up. 

I’ll always have a mischievous side. 1 probably won’t 
lose it until I’m 81. Even then. I’ll be pulling pranks on my 
old, wrinkly husband. It doesn’t really bother me that I’m 
known for causing trouble, except that I always get blamed 
for everything. But so far I have no regrets about my life. Like 
my good friend Mike always says, “I’d rather regret some¬ 
thing I have done than something I haven’t”. 

»As told to Meghan Hage 
»Photo by Jamie Blass 




Witat Like 

By Joe Witte 

1 remember the day I got my car like it was yester¬ 
day. My uncle showed up at my house with a 1982 Buick 
Regal with four doors and a V6 engine. The car looked 
pristine and was aged like fine wine. At the time it was in 
perfect shape, but believe me, 1 took care of that. 

I was driving down Gregory Street when this girl 
slams on her brakes, the girl behind her, who was in front 
of me, slams on her breaks too, and I ran right into the back 
of her car. It was this accident that scratched more than Just 
my pride. The front of my car was damaged severely and 
the front grill was dented. The result of the accident left me 
with the crappiest car on campus. But, that’s not the only 
accident I’ve had, there are plenty more. 

Driving a crappy car will get you a wide range of 
looks and stares. Some will give you looks of pity, while 
others will simply point and laugh. Possibly some of the 
strangest looks I’ve ever received come at local drive-thru 
restaurants. 

In fact, I recently went through an ordeal Just 
outside of my favorite fast food restaurant. I was going 
55 miles per hour in a 30 miles per hour zone down by 
Wendy’s and a cop pulled me over. So, the cop looked at me 
and said, “My $900 equipment says you were going 55,” 
and I said, “Well my $100 car says I wasn’t.” He wasn’t too 
happy. 

I could talk to you for hours about all the experi¬ 
ences I’ve had in my car. I could tell you about all the 
embarrassing first dates where I showed up driving my 1982 
Buick Regal. 

I also claim that the Adam Sandler song “Ode to My 
Car” was written about my personal trashy transportation. I 
could even claim that driving the trashiest car in the school 
enhances my chance with the ladies, but I won't go that far. 
Despite all of the rumors swirling around the school about 
my “mystery machine” 1 would still trade it in for anyone 
else s car in a second. Despite its shortcomings, there is a 
silver lining: I won’t have to worry if it ever gets stolen. 
»As Told To Josh Fowler 
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T© 6e Out 0»i Yourt Fi^st Date 


By Allie Jocson 

First dates make trips to ordinary places 
like the movies or a restaurant all sweaty palms 
and buttertlies in the stomach. On my first date 1 
did have some butterflies in my stomach, but the 



rest was perfect. 

Although he was my boyfriend before the actual 
date, we really hadn’t had a date to call our first. Our relation¬ 
ship was laid back, especially because we had been friends 
for so long. 

It started when he called and told me he had a big 
surprise. I was really excited. He told me to keep the weekend 
open and promised it was a good surprise. I was filled with 
anticipation for the big night. 

The weekend before the surprise date we went out to 
eat with his mom. She nonchalantly asked when we were go¬ 
ing to the symphony. I instantly knew that was the surprise, 

1 also had a big hint from the look on his face. I could tell he 
thought the date was ruined. I told him not to worry and he 
said there was still some surprise left. 

He came and picked me up at around 4:00 because 
we had to drive to Peoria. When we got there he pulled into 
a parking garage. We then headed towards the restaurant. 

He took me to a little Italian restaurant called “Lindsay’s on 
Liberty.” The setting was romantic and I knew this date was 
worth the wait. Halfway into dinner, the conversation died 
down and he looked up at me. 1 wondered what was going on. 
He then asked me to prom. I was so glad that he had asked, 
and that he had put thought into asking me. The rest of dinner 
was filled with easy conversation and after he paid the check 
we drove to the Civic Center. 

We had excellent seats and it seemed like the date 
couldn’t get any better. Although it was a modern symphony, 
not the kind I wanted to see, I still enjoyed it because I knew 
how hard he had worked. After the symphony we walked to 
his car, and he gave me his jacket. • 

That was the end to the beginning of our relation¬ 
ship. The whole night was easy and fun. Even though I’m not 
sure if boys should really spend that much money on a date 
so soon in the relationship, I am glad 1 went. 

» As told to Erin Wahlheim 


“I© Citt DuMtiacd 


By Dana Harrold 



Josh asked asked me out February 14, 2002. Despite 
the fact that it was Valentine’s Day, 1 declined his offer 
1 wanted to get to know him better. Over the summer we 
became inseparable. By September 23, 2002 we were 


officiallv datiniz. We went to homecoming together and deen 




wanted this to last a long time. Our relationship wasn’t typical. Since 
we were friends for nine months I knew him better than anyone. 

Our relationship was truly ideal. Everything seemed perfect 
from the outside. He had my heart, and I trusted him with it. But after 
many months passed we started getting distant. 1 continually asked him 
what was wrong, but he never was honest with me. He suggested break¬ 
ing up for no reason at all. 1 asked it there was someone else and he 
denied. Then he admitted that over the past few months, he had cheated 
on me with two girls. From then on, our relationship plummeted. 

When school let out for summer vacation. Josh and I were 
hanging out at my house, when he abruptly decided to make the deci¬ 
sion that we were over. I just stood there shocked. He kept saying things 
to me, but I wasn’t listening. Crying felt better. I was left standing there 
all alone, thinking, what gave him the right to end our relationship? I 
was the one that deserved to break up with him. Now what? Who do I 


turn to? 


He called my house later that night and confirmed that we 
would not be getting back together. When asked why, he responded 
with the notion that he felt God was calling him to priesthood. I was 
utterly shocked. Did he ever love me? I glanced at the calendar. May 
28, 2003. It seemed only days had passed since I met him, the truth was 
that eight months had gone by. Maybe I had been alone the whole time. 

Surprised, I found myself surrounded with friends who sup¬ 
ported me and helped me through the breakup. 1 occupied myself with 
social activities and trips. We hardly talked all summer and I came to 
realize that I missed having my best friend around. 

Now I am in another relationship. I still feel bits of my old 
relationship surfacing up every now and then. It’s hard to not compare 
my “first love” to my current boyfriend. I found out that Josh was 
involved in yet another serious relationship. So much for becoming a 
priest. But Josh didn’t cause any scars here. He let me realize that there 
are more important things in life than some guy who breaks your heart. 
He let me go and now I can experience life. 

»As told to Allie Jocson 
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By Chris George 

j Tve easily 

killed thousands. 

It isn't that hard 
if you get a good 
headshot, they’ll 
drop instantly. 1 shoot from 
the top of buildings, from a 
car, in a hiding spot, or right 
in front of somebody. 

I'd have to say that 

mv favorite weapon to use is 
0 

either a sniper rille or some 
sort of AK-47; they both 
get the job done efficiently. 

1 get shot every once in a 
while, but being one of the 
best, in my mind at least, and 
it rarely happens. 

1 grew up with two older brothers, 
so naturally video games have been a part 
of my life for as a long, long time. 1 started 
with the classics at home. Super Mario 
Bros., Duck Hunt, Q*bert. Mike Tyson's 
Punch Out!!!, and a lot of the games that 
the new generation of gamers know nothing 
about. 



The people that question my 
reasons for playing videogames are usu¬ 
ally people who have never played a classic 
game. They don’t know the rush of run¬ 
ning over a lava pit, rescuing the princess, 
or single handedly saving the entire world. 
Videogames give me an entire world of 
events that I could never experience in real 
life. I’m really only good at running, but 


with video games, I can step onto a 
football field as the quarterback and 
make the game winning touchdown run 
as 1 scramble out of the pocket, flushed 
by a swarm of defenders. Or I can play 
in Madison Square Garden and take a 
last .second three-point shot to win a 
world championship for my favorite 
basketball team. Video games offer all 
of the.se things and more. 

I’ve been a spy, professional 
athlete, extreme sport athlete, army 
general, plumber, hedgehog, race car 
driver, freedom fighter, and just about 
anything else that you can imagine in 
the world. I’ve even been things that 
aren’t real, that you couldn’t possibly 
imagine. You too can easily be any of 
the things that I just mentioned. It’s as 
easy as buying a videogame .system and get¬ 
ting .some games that seem appealing to you. 
Give it a try .sometime. It’s no longer nerdy 
or just a kid’s toy, videogames have become 
a way of life for some people. I know that 
for me, there is nothing I would rather be 
than a gamer. 

»A.s told to Alex Leach 
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Kate Zimmerma ^ 

Lean torward, b^Fthe knees slightly. Clear^c mind ot 
thoughts. Feel museks clench in anticipation. Hear 
Co f forward; find the rhythm with the feet, pump legs 

inuously. Feel the,air rush by the face. Start to pump legs hardei 

■ito the shoulders, moves into the arms, spreads down 

‘*i^ividual finger. The numbness is painful. Try again to in 

speed does not increase. The stride begins to brea 

W Quick, .shallow breaths attempt to refill the lungs. 

with j^Sging, the race is now over. That’s what its like to run 
mono. 

P^ttin ' had been my focus for most of the summer. I was 

andii^-*^ rniles on the elliptical, running five to six mile 

ug Weights everyday. With all the work 1 had put in, I was 


certain that this year I would win a medal at state. Sophomore year I 
finished 32nd in .state, and last year I was on pace to make all state, 
but I contracted mono at the end of the season. In track 1 finished 7th 
in state in the two mile and even set the U-high record Ibr that event. 

It seemed my hard work was going to culminate into state hardware. 

But it was not to be. Something strange began to happen a 
month into the season. Easy practices felt like the Jerse> Hill workout. 
Warm-ups were tiring. Each day the .sensation got worse. 

Two days before an invitational at Detweiler Park, the state 
course, I completely numbed out during a normal workout. After the 
practice was over, I called my mom and told her to schedule an ap¬ 
pointment with the doctor. I couldn't run at the state course without 
knowing that I was completely healthy. 

1 went to the doctor on Friday to get checked out. He only 
wanted to run one test, which would take a week to get the results 
back. 1 started to panic, tears welled up in my eyes. The doctor felt 
pity for me and decided to run another test, one which 1 would find 
out the results that afternoon. 

I knew in my heart I had mono a|ain. My mom came home 
from work that Friday and gave me the news. 1 knew it the whole 


time, so dealing with the diagnosis wasn't as hard as breaking the 
news to my teammates. 

At first it was difficult to watch other people run, knowing 


that I was missing out on what was supposed to be my greatest year. 
Slowly, I got over my disappointment and began to look forward to 
the future. I will run again, and 1 will always remember what 1 learned 
in cross country, and what I learned from having it taken from me. 
-»As told to Alex Idelman 
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By Taylor Craning 
'My feet are throbbing from 

standing in 
four-inch 
heels for 
well over 
three hours. The smoke 
clouds surrounding my 
head are making it nearly 
impossible to breathe. The 
guy next to me will not stop 
shoving his elbow into my 
side. But none of it matters. 

Howie is about to take the 
stage. That would be Howie 
Day for all of you who do 
not know him on a first 
name basis like I do. As 
Howie walks out, the college 
crowd turns into a group 
of giddy schoolgirls, guys 
included. As he starts into 
his first song, I think I may 
be in love... 

For the next hour 
and a half, I am in a state of 
euphoria. Every single word 
is being sung with such pas¬ 
sion and conviction. Wait... 
was he just looking at me? 

Howie leaves 
the stage after his encore 
performance, but the night 
is young. My friend’s 
uncle is waiting for us at the 
soundboard. Her uncle, Joe, 
is an entertainment lawyer 
who happens to be doing a 
deal with a Sony executive, 
which happens to be Howie’s label, and the 
Sony executive also happens to be friends with 
Howie’s tour manager. How is that for lucky? 

After talking with a record executive, 
Joe takes us outside to wait by the bus to meet 
Howie. Oh my gosh! I cannot breathe. What 
am I going to say? Is my hair ok? Where is 
my lip-gloss? 

About a hundred fans crowd around 
the bus. At this point, my friend and I are liter¬ 
ally jumping up and down. The door to the 
tour bus opens and the Sony executive sticks 
his head out. 

“You two,” he says, pointing at us. 

We weave our way through the crowd as girls 
stare us down with jealousy. The door from 
the back of the bus opens and Howie walks 
in. “Hi, I’m Howie,” he says, as if we didn’t 
already know. We are holding our ticket 
stubs with trembling hands and he smiles and 
asks, “Would you like me to sign those?” We 



just smile, nod, and continue to stare at him. 
Howie sits down between my friend and me to 
take a few pictures. 

“Oh, I feel so sorry for you,” one of the mem¬ 
bers in the band says. 

“Yeah, I know, my job is such torture. I feel 
like such a pimp,” Howie says and laughs. As 
Howie gets up, he leans forward and squeezes 
my ankle. This is SO unreal! 

Howie sits down across from us. He 
talks with the record executives a lot, but it 
doesn’t really matter. I am speechless. Howie 
gets up to go outside and sign autographs for 
the other fans. Before he leaves, we ask for 
hugs goodbye. Could the night get any better? 

A week later, we find out there is a 
show in St. Louis, so we are on the road again. 
We now have Howie’s tour manager’s (Vance) 
cell phone number and can call him if we 
want to meet up with Howie. Serious connec¬ 


tions. Now, the last show 
was amazing, but nothing 
compares to being FRONT 
ROW. I can reach out and 
touch him I’m so close. I 
cannot get enough of his 
smiles, his jokes, his danc¬ 
ing. At this point even the 
sweat that is flying off of him 
is hot. 

As we are walking out 
to wait by the bus, a man 
approaches us. “Hey girls, 
Howie and the band are 
going to Sundeckers. You 
should meet us there,” the 
man said. We stare at him in 
confusion. “Are you Vance? 
We are the girls that talked to 
you about meeting Howie,” 
my friend replied. “Oh,” he 
said, slightly embarrassed. 
“Yeah go wait outside by the 
bus.” 

Wait... were we just 
invited to go clubbing with 
Howie? Help, 1 think 1 may 
faint. 

Five minutes later, 
we are on Howie’s tour bus 
again. The bus is dark and 
empty this time. We can 
see the band in the back 
room. Howie walks up to 
the front. We are alone with 
Howie! “Remember us?” 
Howie looked a little lost. 

“The show in Chicago, at the 
Congress Theater. We were on your bus,” we prod. 

“Oh yeah, of course. What are your 
names again,” he asks. This time, we play it com¬ 
pletely cool. We give him our CDs and ticket stubs 
to sign. We even give him our senior pictures, and 
he makes us sign them for him. He is the nicest guy 
ever! After we talk for a few more minutes and take 
pictures with him, it is time to go. My friend and 1 
get off the bus notice the other fans shouting at us 
as we run down the street holding hands and laugh¬ 
ing. 

Just over two weeks after our last night 
with Howie, he is arrested because of an incident 
involving women on his tour bus. I guess he is a 
rock star after all. But I have decided not to believe 
Howie’s bad hype. I’m not naive, just hopeful. 

And I will be at Howie’s next concert, front row 
and all, because in the end, it’s all about the music. 
» As told to Kate Zimmerman 
» Artwork by Kate Zimmerman 
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R David Rhodes 

My freshman year of high school I attended U-High. My two 
• r brothers went to U-High. and told me great things about it, so I 
!dn't really consider any other high school. Unfortunately, I was not as 
fckval U-high as they were. I lasted only one year. I liked the school 
d was having lots of fun, but I was getting into a little bit of trouble 
dlh my grades. My father thought it would be best if I transferred to a 
different school. 1 wasn’t looking forward to transferring, but I figured I 
^^ould give it a shot. 

" The new school 1 transferred to was a lot worse than my ex¬ 
pectations. The classes were a bit easier, but the combination of terrible 
teachers and lack of friends led to trouble for me. As the year went on, 
Ibeaan to ignore my schoolwork. It was hard for me to concentrate in 
clasps Then, in April of my sophomore year, I decided that I had had 
enough. I just didn’t care. I didn’t go back to school again. I had a part 
time job, and felt working full-time would be more productive than 
school. 

Telling my parents was by far the worse part of dropping out. They 
were so upset. I had never seen them more disappointed. As soon as 
invdecision had been made, I immediately went to work full-time at 
the grocery store I worked at, because my parents were making me pay 
$150 a week for rent. 

B\ the time I turned 18,1 was ready to live on my own. My parents 
were very supportive. They helped me move out and get settled into 
mv apartment. They’re even paying for my car insurance, which is just 

one less thing that I have to 
pay for. I pay rent, as well 
as phone bills, power bills, 
and food. I usually work 
more than 40 hours a week 
to keep up with all of the 
expen.ses. 

I don’t have much free 
time because I’m working 
such long hours. When I do 
have free time I sleep or go 
out with friends. The one 
thing I miss about being a 
student is being able to so¬ 
cialize. A lot of people think 
I’m lazy for dropping out 
of .school, but I’m working 
harder right now than I’ve 
ever worked before. 

My plans for the future 
are to get my GED and 
attend a community college, 
then transfer to a tour-year 
university. I haven’t decided 
what I want to study yet 
because I’m taking my time. 

I don’t regret the decision 
I made, but it one ot my 
kids ever told me that they 
wanted to drop out of school 
for some reason, I probably 
wouldn’t let them. 

»As told to Courtney 
Bustle 
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By Josh Kossman 

1 haven’t been a 
vegetarian for very long, 
barely a year. Being a 
vegetarian, for me, is not 
about saving the animals, 
but because it’s more 
economical on the global 
scale. 

1 usually have 
a soy beef quesadilla to 
start the day. Lunch isn’t 
as easy or tasteful though. 
Our school store is awful 
when it comes to accom¬ 
modating to the needs 
of vegetarian students. I 
could have .some sort of 
runny urine soup, a soft 
pretzel, or a bagel that’s 
undoubtedly just grabbed 
out of some plastic bag 
and has been sitting for 
quite a while. I opt for 
the bagel. That’s hardly 
nutritious, but it’s enough 
to get me through the day. 

For dinner, my 
mom will generally pre¬ 
pare some sort of veg¬ 
etarian pa.sta for me. My 
parents are extremely sup¬ 
portive of me because they 
used to be vegetarians 
themselves. My mom es¬ 
pecially enjoys it because 
she gets to make food 
from her vegetarian cook 
book. If I ever go out to a 


restaurant for dinner there 
usually isn’t a problem 
with the restaurant’s 
vegetarian selection on the 
menu. To warn other veg¬ 
etarians or people thinking 
about becoming one, do 
not go to Applebee’s to 
eat. They offer one dish, a 
salad, which I don’t mind, 
but salads become very 
bland after you’ve eaten 
just about every type there 
is in the world. 

It will have been 
a year since the day after 
Christmas that I have 
been a vegetarian and to 
be honest, it hasn’t been 
all that bad. Will I ever 
go back to eating meat? 
Possibly. Maybe someday 
I’ll ju.st wake up and make 
myself a steak with some 
eggs for breakfast. The 
experience of living a life 
without meat is one that 
I wouldn’t want to take 
back, it’s been enlighten¬ 
ing and I’m in better shape 
now than I’ve ever been 
before. As long as I have 
a quart of Tiramasu ice 
cream, 1 could probably 
live without meat for the 
rest of my life. 

»As told to Alex Leach 
»Photo by Allie Jocson 
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“I® He 

Everybody jokes that they d 
like to date her because she’s just a 



llniversitv Hi^h School students exploit their stereotypes. Posing in the following photo essay are: Chari 
Wen, Nick Krimnier, Jennie Wang, Brady VVrezinsky, Allie Aaegeson, Kelsey Bolding, Mike Brown, Josh 
Fowler, Caitlin Parker and Drue Hocker 


ditzy blonde and she won t expect 
to be treated right. Stay away trom 
that kid wearing all black clothes, 
they say, he’s a “goth,” and somebody 
is pretty sure they saw him eating 
a cat last weekend. That kid with 
the sweater vest on, yeah, he’s the 
teacher’s pet, but at least he’s not a 
nerd. 

Stereotyping is as common in 
high school as homework, and even 
here at U-High, as the greatest stu¬ 
dents in the world wander through the 
halls they inevitably label each other 
and sometimes these labels stick. 

“Jock” is the label that has 
stuck with Brady Wrezinski through¬ 
out his four years here as a jock, 
probably because he’s big and plays 
football. “People see my muscles and 
that I’m big and instantly place me 
in the jock section but I have just as 
many friends who don’t play sports as 
any one else,” Wrezinski said. 

Charles Wen, who is labeled 
a “nerd” for his intelligence and 
academic interest, agreed and said it 
is frustrating when people are intimi¬ 
dated by the label and won’t get to 
know him for his good natured self. 

Both the “blonde” Allie 
Aaegeson and “the prodigy” Jennie 
Wang suffer very different stereotypes 
despite being very similar people and 
having very similar goals. Both girls 
want to be understood and break the 
barriers set by their peers. “I’m not 
the average dumbfounded blonde ev¬ 
eryone enjoys seeing me as,” Aaege¬ 
son said. 

“If someone were to ask if I 
consider myself a prodigy. I’d answer, 
‘definitely not’” Wang said. 

Other stereotyped students 
resent their labels a great deal and 


respond to them with aplomb. 

“I just try to do well in school 

and think that it’s sad that people see 
that as being a suck up,” said Fowler, 
who has been labeled the “Teacher’s 

Pet” for his effort. 

“The word ‘Gossip’ is such 
a vague term used to describe some¬ 
body and it could be applied to almost 
anyone. It carries a negative connota¬ 
tion and sometimes people don’t trust 
me because I’ve been labeled a gos¬ 
sip,” Caitlin Parker said. “If somebody 
wanted their business to stay private, 
why would you tell anyone in the first 
place?” 

“Prankster” Mike Brown said 
he’s just trying to make the world a 
better place. “I just like to make people 
laugh and would never try to hurt 
anyone,” Brown said. “I know how 
far to push people and when to stop, I 
just like to see people overreact to such 
minor things, I think it’s funny.” 

Kelsey Bohling and Nick 
Krimmer have been known through 
their high school careers as a “princess” 
and a “freak,” but are another pair of 
students that are actually very simi¬ 
lar. Both enjoy hanging out with their 
friends and don t mind people coming 
up and actually getting to know them. 
“My peers just look at my clothes and 


how I am dressed, not what is underneath 
the clothes to find out what kind of persoi 
I really am,” Bohling said. “My classmau 
overlooked my office seat in senate to 
look at my favorite pair of blue jeans. I am 
looked at and taken for a ditz even though! 
I am on the National Honor Society. I do * 
not care that I am called a princess because 
at the end of the day I will still be Kelsey 
Bohling.” 

It’s no different for Krimmer, 
“People see my chains and black clothes 
and automatically put me in a category but 
1 like meeting new people and am very ap¬ 
proachable,” he said. 

For any student that has gone to 
a Pioneer Palooza it’s easy to see the one 
person that has consistently put on an out¬ 
standing show and just as easy to label him 
as the “rock star.” But .senior Drue Hocker 
does not live the rock star life. “When 1 
wake up and look at myself in the mirror 
I don’t see big flashing lights of my name 
and thousands of girls screaming for me, 
although that would be nice,” Hocker said. 
“Right now I’m ju.st getting through school 
and ready for college, playing the guitar 
is just a way for me to let go and enjoy 
myself.” 

»Story by Alex Leach and Clarion staff 
»Graphic by Mike Brown 
»Photo essay by Allie Jocson 
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Jim Allen 
Shyla Anderson 
Patricia Arnold 
Carol Benson 
Barbara Bills 
Sandra Brown 

Jerry Christenson 
Curt Christenson 
Cathy Clesson 
Brian Conant 
Beverly Cornell 
Chris Corpus 

Cory Culbertson 
Sams Davis 
Robert Dean 
Brad Dearing 
Heather Doty 
Bob Fitzgerald 

Charles Gault 
Karen Hake 
Lester Hampton 
Jan Harrell 
J.D. Hawkins 
Mike Henning 

Angie Hegstorm 
Tom Holbrook 
Cal Hubbard 
Debbie Hubbard 
Janeice Ives 
VikiJacobs 

Martha Kieser 
Chris Kozik 
Jim Kurz 
Jason Landes 
Char Lehnen 
Dixie Lee Lewis 

Bob Morris 
Donna Murray 
Bob Neilub 
Gary O’Malley 
Don Petty 
Jim Potter 
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Karen Potter 
Nancy Schenck 
Peggy Scott 
Laura Sellers 
Wendy Smith 
Jean Smith 

Michael Sondgeroth 
Bob Starr 
Suzie Thetard 
Kevin Thompson 
Mike Troll 
Cathy Troyer 

Mike Viiiee 
Jermaine Ware 
Mary Witherow 
Linda Witte 
Bobby Wojcik 
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and many will miss 
O'Malley. 

“Anytime someone 
leaves after a long 
period of time it causes 
discomfort because 
you don't know what s 
going to come. There 
are so many things 
that you learn to take 
for granted when you 
have someone holding 
one position tor that 
amount of time,' math 
teacher Mike Sond¬ 
geroth said. 

Though he is go¬ 
ing to miss working 
with U-High’s taculty 

. • I r 1^!., 


Wlut It’s Like 

T o Retire 

By: Clarion Staff« 

Change happens, and for 
U-High Principal Gary O’Malley, 
drastic change will be taking place 
after the 2003-2004 school year, 
as he will be shifting his attention 
from the hallowed halls of Univer¬ 
sity High School to the ivy covered 
walls of the Illinois State University 
College of Education. 

After spending six and a 
half years as principal of U-High he 
felt it was time to take a different 
career route. 

“A lot has changed from 
when I started at U-High. There 
has been an addition of twenty five 
new faculty members, the creation 
of the learning center, and we have 
expanded curriculum choices for 
our students,” O’Malley said, 

“Five years ago students didn’t have the online 
courses, independent studies, and college class opportunities 
that they do now. I’m proud of what we have accomplished 
and I think the students, faculty and parents are too.” 

The faculty is nervous and excited about the change. 


job opportunity. | 

“I really like that I have the chance to teach tull time. 

I look forward to being able to write more and doing research , 
in teacher education,” O'Malley said. ' 
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Freshman 2004 


As the car pulls up to the front doors of U-High, you 
grab your backpack and jump out of your parents’ car. You 
head into the building with your ideas, fears, and anticipations 
^Iragging behind you. 

As a Fnember of the class of 2007, you realize you still 
have all tour years of high school ahead of you. 

Freshmen year brings challenges and obstacles that 
^ostof us aren’t quite ready to face. But that’s part of it. 
fcshmen year prepares you for your future and it's not always 
Projects and group lessons push everybody to venture out 
^ nieet new people and try new things. 

, ^^^^‘bons allow freshmen to step it up and feel like 
I the U-High community. 

I sch I favorite moment was the first day of 

l^ared ^"tlked into Stroud in front of the whole school, all 
Plau^ find the entire student body bursting into ap- 

just knew that you were going to be okay because 
you saw all the way to your seat. It’s amazing how 


a simple thing like that can make a person feel good,” Hilary 
Baboukis said. 

Feeling at home at U-High isn’t tough. There are 
plenty of opportunities to try things you never thought you 
could or were capable of 

For Sarah Winterstein, playing goalie in a varsity soc¬ 
cer match was something she never expected to do her fresh¬ 
man year, but there she was holding onto a midseason shut-out. 

For others, being a freshman means more than explor¬ 
ing the halls and playing fields here at U-High. 

“I’ve only been here one year and already I’ve been 
apart of an award winning tech group and traveled to Alabama,” 
Dan Kaufman said. 

Whatever they end up doing, freshmen quickly find out 
getting involved is the best way to get used to the place. 

“I made more friends towards the end of the year when 
1 joined the set crew for ‘Les Mis'. It was a really good experi¬ 
ence,” Cole Griswald said. 
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Angela Aguilar 
Elizabeth Alden 
Alaska Anderson 
Benjamin Anderson 
Joseph Anhalt 
Hilary Baboukis 

Ashley Barber 
Christine Bass 
Joe Bermhardt 
Ian Bishop 
Jessica Bogue 
Laura Bowman 

Molly Brown 
Alyson Brucker 
Aaron Burnett 
John Busch 
Jessica Busse 
Catherine Butts 

Jessica Byerly 
Desiree Carroll 
Heather Cells 
Shikira Chavers 
Tyler Cook 
Jake Corley 



Wlijt It’S Like 

To Be in Family of Nine 

By Qtlieriiie Anlult « 

Bill, Shari, Tessa Katherine, Elbe Sharon, Trevor 
William, Sophie Jo, Sadie Ann, Hunter David, and 
Emma Rose are the nine people in the Somers family. 

Freshman Sophie Somers said Bill and Shari, her 
father and mother, had always wanted a big family 

“My mom grew up with ten other siblings, and my dad 
with four, it was pretty much a given that my parents would have a 
big family. 1 guess you could say large families run in my family,” 
Sophie said. 

Sophie is the fourth Somers sibling to attend U-High, and is 
optimistic about the size of her family. 

“There are so many advantages to having such a great big 
family,” she said, “With so many siblings, there’s so much more 
fun to be had and if you ever get mad at someone, there is always 
another brother or sister to hang out with.” 

Sophie said she has also learned much about discipline, 
independence, and especially sacrifice being in a family of nine, but 
she would not change a thing if she could. 

The Somers live in a two-story country house on two and a 
half acres. Most of the time, it’s only seven of them living at home 
because Sophie’s two oldest sisters are away at college, but the place 
remains crowded, especially when one takes into account the horses, 
chickens, rabbits, fish, cats and the family dog which roam the 



VVF. ARh FAMILY’ The large Somers family (above) poses during a family cel¬ 
ebration. F reshman Sopie is the fifth Somers to the right. Junior Trevor as well 
as alumni Tessa and F>llie are also pictured. 


grounds. 

“We have at least double the number of family members in 
animals,” Sophie said. 

Even with all the people and animals, Sophie says her life 
is pretty normal. 

“1 am the tourth of seven children, making me the middle 
child. Any stereotypes on being the middle child are completely 
false in my family. It wouldn’t matter if I were in any other order of 
children, 1 would still be treated the same by the rest of my family^ 
Sophie said. 
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VVlut It’s Like 

To Ride j LInicycle 




T By Alyssa Potter» 

Zachary Saajasto has been riding a 
unicycle since he was eleven years old. This 
is quite an accomplishment being that it is a 
_ hard task to master. 

“It was very diflicult to learn how to 
ride the unicycle. It takes good balance and 
determination. I fell down a lot. and I got 
frustrated frequently, but I just kept trying. I 
practiced in the gym. I also practiced a lot in 
a street hockey rink in Normal Plaza,” Saa- 
jasio said, and added “That was a great place to practice because 
it was usually empty and it had a railing so I could catch myself 
if 1 fell. Sometimes 1 practiced in my backyard, too.” 

He said riding a unicycle is like riding a bike, except, 
“Cycling is much harder. On a bike you can stop pedaling 
whenever you want to and it will just stop, or at least go into a 
cruising mode. On a unicycle, if you stop pedaling, you will 
stop abruptly and possibly fall down. You need a constant 
concentration to avoid that. I’ve finally learned how to ride 
properly and it’s not nearly as hard.” 

One of the nice things about riding his unicycle is that 
its a good way to get attention. 

“Every time 1 go out for a ride, people turn to watch 
me. That makes it even more fun and exciting,” Saajasto said. 



B.4LANCL IS THK KK^ Frshman Zach Saajasto practices on 
his unicycle. “It’s hard at first but once you get the hang of it its 
no different then a bike,” Saajasto said. 



Jairon Crosson 
William Cullen 
Justin Daley 
Seth Davis 
Kate Des.sa 
Thomas Donnan 

Darryl Dopson 
Ryan Doubet 
Katherine Doyle 
AlexandriaDurcholz 
Faith Elliot 
Nicholas Endress 

Blake Ensenberger 
Kyle Erick.son 
Sarah Ferry 
Timothy Foote 
Danielle Fox 
Elizabeth Gallager 

Connor Callaway 
Jacob Gendron 
Kathryn Giesel 
Stephen Gillies 
Erick Gottschalk 
Luke Craning 


































































Cole Griswold 
Derek Haas 
Brandon Hahan 
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Wl^at Its Like 

To Never Miss a Day of School 


By Kelsey Ellefson» 

As you’re walking down the hallway, you acciden¬ 
tally bump into some random freshmen girl, with glasses 
and brown curly hair, and you being an upperclassman 
don’t notice her. 

Yet if you took a closer look you might find some¬ 
thing special. 

She may not seem the most athletic or most popu¬ 


lar, nor will she receive an award for her record, but the tact 
is Danielle Fox is the student who has always been there. 

Fox holds a title that few possess; she has never 
missed a day of school, at least since the second grade. 

No colds, no incomplete projects, not even a fam¬ 
ily problem, has prevented her from coming to school. Fox 
accredits her impeccable good record to her parents. 




















































































Yes, my parents at times forced me, but it was 
''"ly for good intentions,” she said. 

She also added that there were times that she was 
, and wished to stay at home, but instead she pushed on 

another day at school. 

To Fox, perfect attendance is, “more than a burden 
than an accomplishment,” but to others is s 


some- 


FC4 


hing that is so interesting because it is such an accomplish- 
nent that most people will never achieve. 

She plans on never missing a day of school be- 
ause it would be a scar on her perfect attendance record. 

Sure, Fox may just be another face in the crowded 
lalls of U-FIigh, but you can be sure it’s a face that will 
Iwavs be there. 
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WIi3t Its Like 

To Be a Hockey Playei 


By bn lie Bbss « 

Hockey 

may be a physi¬ 
cal sport, but it 
helps freshman 
Jake Corley 
relax. 

When Corley 
is on the ice 
‘Tm not wor¬ 
rying about 
what grade 1 got on Ms. Lehnen’s Final 
or if 1 got all of the writing done for Mr. 
Allen’s class the next day,” he said and 
added “1 am just at the rink to have some 
fun and hang out with my friends.” 

Corley has been playing hockey 
since he was eleven years old. His in- 
spirtation to start playing was his father. 

“My dad played for a varsity 
team when he was in high school. I 
wanted to be like him, 1 actually chose 



the number 17 because that was my 
dad’s number as well,” Corley said. 

Corley plays left defense var¬ 
sity for the Bloomington Normal Sharks. 

“Playing defense, it isn’t really 
my Job to score goals. Defensemen are 
the ones who start the play and get all 
of the assists,” Corely said, “Making 
a good play is what 1 like best about 
playing. Even though you may not get as 
much recognition as the guy who scored 
the goal, you know that you made a great 
pass. The guys on the ice sure know who 
to congratulate.” 

Even thought U-High doesn’t 
offer hockey Corley still plans to play 
with the Sharks until college where he 
plans to join a collegiate team. “I really 
just plan to keep playing until I’m too 
old,” Corley said. 
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Freshman 2004 


“r b Front doors of U-High, you 

and jump out of your parents’ car. You 
^ into the building with your ideas, fears, and anticipations 
behind you. 

have'iu^ ^ aiember of the class of 2007, you realize you still 
our years of high school ahead of you. 

•^osiof brings challenges and obstacles that 

beshme^^ ^ ready to face. But that’s part of it. 
easy p prepares you for your future and it’s not always 
iindm ^roup lessons push everybody to venture out 

new people and try new things. 

iheyVp allow freshmen to step it up and feel like 

lU^ ol the U-High community. 

^hool w ^ ^itvorite moment was the first day of 

^^edtorf Stroud in front of the whole school, all 

fcse entire student body bursting into ap- 

^riew that you were going to be okay because 
y^u saw all the way to your seat. It’s amazing how 


a simple thing like that can make a person feel good,” Hilary 
Baboukis said. 

Feeling at home at U-High isn’t tough. There are 
plenty of opportunities to try things you never thought you 
could or were capable of. 

For Sarah Winterstein, playing goalie in a varsity soc¬ 
cer match was something she never expected to do her fresh¬ 
man year, but there she was holding onto a midseason shut-out. 

For others, being a freshman means more than explor¬ 
ing the halls and playing fields here at U-High. 

“I’ve only been here one year and already I’ve been 
apart of an award winning tech group and traveled to Alabama,” 
Dan Kaufman said. 

Whatever they end up doing, freshmen quickly find out 
getting involved is the best way to get used to the place. 

“I made more friends towards the end of the year when 
I Joined the set crew for ‘Les Mis’. It was a really good experi¬ 
ence,” Cole Griswald said. 
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Wlut Its Like 

T0 Have Pet Rjts 

By Alex Lexh« 

Pictures From Tony Melchion i 

Most people have a dog or a cat, or maybe even 
a hamster. Ever since freshmen Tony Melchiorri was a 
little boy, though, he wanted to have a pet rat. Last year, 
after some persuasion, he was finally able to convince his 
parents to let him have one, then two, now three. 

“1 wanted to get rats because 1 thought that they 
would be interesting pets to have,” Melchiorri said, “A 
lot of people react with, ‘Eww, gross, rats are mean,’ but 
actually, rats are the only rodents that don’t bite people. 

They really enjoy human interaction.” 

Each rat Melchiorri owns is about a foot long 
from their head to the tip of their tail. They .stay in cages 
and aren’t too hard to take care of. Melchiorri just needs 
to keep them fed, keep their cages clean, and make sure 
they get exercise and attention. Giving them attention is 
the fun part about having pet rats. 

Usually, when he lets them out, they roam 
around the house and get exercise. Sometimes he will 
take them out into the back yard and play with them. 

Playing with rats is more than just watching 
them running around. Melchiorri said he is teaching his rats to play 
with a ball. 

“You can teach them to knock it back to you after you have 
rolled it to them or tossed it somewhere; it’s really fascinating how 
intelligent they can actually be at times,” he said. 

The rats also have a weeble-like toy that bounces back and 
forth when they hit it, which Melchiorris .said they really like to play 
with most of the time. 

“Also, when they’re out they like to travel on people’s 
shoulders around the house, which took a little bit of getting used 
to at first, but then again, anyone would be a little shaky walking 
around with a foot long rat on their shoulder, but now it just comes 


MASTER SPLINTER Tony Melchiorri is rather partial to his rats as you can see, he loves 
coming home from school and playing with them. “They really enjoy human interaction,” 
he said, “They like to travel across my shoulders.” 


too far of a stretch for the family. All of the pets gel along very well, 
and while most people might assume that it is difficult having both 
rats and a dog in the same hou.se, it’s not so. 

“The rats enjoy riding around on the dog’s back just as 
much as a human’s shoulder. Sometimes they'll even just sit there 
on the dog, neither pet seeming to care too much,” he said. 

For Melchiorri, his experiment with pet rats has produced 
intere.sting results. “1 think that it's important to expand your hori¬ 
zons and try new things; rats are my new thing and I’ve been happy 
since the day 1 got them. Most people are interested in learning 
more about them rather than calling me ‘Ratboy’ or some stupid 
name like that. 




natural,” he explained. 

Aside from his three rats, Tony’s family akso has a dog, 
some fish, lizards, and a turtle. So getting rats, while strange, wasn’t 


“That’s really what makes me happiest, that I’m able to 
show people a different kind of pet that they may have not consid¬ 
ered before,” he said. 
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' When you walk into U-High for your second first 
% perhaps the most significant you feel is relief. You 
i a freshman anymore. No more freshman jokes, 
t^omore getting stomped in the halls. No more weird 

schedule. 

You can definitely see a difference in teachers, 
expect more out of you so you really have to be on 
j ^Pofall you work,'’ sophomore Nina Chiodo said. 

I ^ Yet as the year goes on you find out being a soph- 
is about more than simply not being a freshman, 
i ^ allows time for exploration and self discovery 
^f^rt carving a real personal niche tor 

Jearf ^ driver’s license is the pinnacle of the 

1 ftem ^^^Phomores. This thin piece of plastic gives 

sense of independence and freedom and with 


these it also brings on even more responsibility. 

“I love being able to drive now, I can do the things 
I want to without waiting for rides, except now my parents 
are always wanting me to take my brothers and sisters 
around,” sophomore Lisa English said. 

This year allows sophomores to get comfortable 
with the people around them, and really get to know them¬ 
selves. It’s the next step to being the upperclassmen of the 

school. 

Not everything is new, but there is still much to 
learn and do. Sophomore year is a vital phase as these 
students ready themselves to join the ranks of the upper- 

class. 

Finally stepping off of the third floor and into the 
student body where sophomores can finally be seen, it’s 
their year to start to begin shinning. 
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Wlut It’S Like 

To be the Bjck-up Qiurtei bxk 

Stoiy By Mjggie Hoonunvvjiuii 
Picture By Allie locson 

Being a sophomore on the varsity football team is supposed to be 
a learning expereince. Don’t tell Josh Cox that. 

Serveral times this season Cox found himself thrown into the 
mix as the team leader and each time proved himself up to the task. 

Cox earned his place on the varsity squad this summer by work¬ 
ing hard in practice, and spent a good deal of time learning steps and 
passes, from senior quaterback Nick Chiodo. 

While his effort and intensity were never in question, his limited 
experience was. Cox had never played football in a junior high program, 
so his experince as a quarteback was very limited. 

He would watch as Chiodo fired up the squad and pushed them in 
positive directions. He looked up to Chiodo and felt safe when the team 
captain was in control and thought there would be plenty of time to grow' 
into a role as team leader. 

That’s probably why Cox panicked a little as he watched Chiodo 
limp ofTMahomet-Seymour’s field with an injury that would almost 
cripple the U-High football team and their game plan. They were playotT- 
bound and Chiodo’s injury was the last thing they needed. 

“A few days later, the head coach Kurt Olsen turned to me during 
practice. Without trying to put too much pressure on my shoulders, Olsen 
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ilained that it would now be my responsibility to step up for the 

fcamand perform at a higher level,” Cox said. Cox had expected 

lliisseason to be about preparing for years to come, but the time to 

Jcrfomi was now right in front of him. 

Suddenly Cox was being counted on to call plays and urge 

^^•sguys to run them as best as they could. 

I was nervous but all 1 could do was get ready,” Cox said. 

There was no turning back. When the word came that 

'0^0 wouldn’t be cleared for the homecoming game against Pon- 

quickly had to prepare mental and physically to battle the 

roils upperclassmen that they were about to face. 

Older and bigger, he was afraid they would make quick 
ofhim. 


Luckily the coaches arranged time for Cox to watch films 

P**3ctice time for Cox to work out some glitches in 

DWh ^ Braucht and Chiodo also helped by giving Cox 
TO of advice. 

They just kept telling me to stay relaxed,” Cox said. 

filled Josh’s stomach as they warmed up outside 
j to Hancock Stadium before the homecomming game. 

P^yell / fiegan the school song and they were olT. The 
Ij ^ 3nd hollered all the way out to center field, pumping 


each other up. And like that, Cox was ready to take on Pontiac. 

“There wasn’t anymore time to be nervous, it was game 
time,” Cox said. 

All of a sudden, the Indians came running out of their gate 
as well. Each team just expected the other would stop and soon 
enough both teams met on the fifty yard line. 

“Guys were swinging their arms and throwing out words 
like never before,” said Cox. 

It wasn’t until the refs tried to take over that the game actu¬ 
ally got going. The band hit their drums as the kickofT started the 
game. 

U-High’s football team pushed, ran, and passed 
with all their efTort. Unfortunately they came up short that night. 

“Still, 1 experienced something most sophomores do not,” 
Cox said, “I was placed in a pressure packed situation in which the 
team needed me to run the game and perform at a varsity level.” 

As the next practice came around the corner. Josh had one 
game under his belt and another to get ready for. Chiodo would be 
out once again, he would see more playing time and another chance 
to redeem himself He wanted to put in two hundred percent this 
time and prove to everyone that he could do it. 
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What It’s Like 

To Swim Long Distance 

By Cbrioii Stjff 
Photogrjph by Allie locson 

Worse than losing goggles or tanking a dive, one 
ot the most nerve-racking things tor a swimmer to do is 
swim a new event. What’s worse! when the new event is 
also the longest event. 

This is what happened to sophomore Katie De- 
Graaf last season when swimming Coach Ryan Burroughs 
thought that she would make a good long distance swim¬ 
mer. Katie had done plenty of 500 yard swims in practice, 
but never in a high school meet. Instead of complaining, 
though, DeGraaf tried to prepare herself 

“1 pictured myself in the race, 1 visualized the 
other swimmers, the crowd, the laps, and 1 visualized 
myself winning,” DeGraaf said, “1 have never known why 
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■ mcrs jump up and down before the raee, but it delinitely 

•"•'"li'dates the opponents. So like everyone else, I started 

t'ki'm my amts while hopping up and down. All that was 

lo ihrouah my head was, ‘You’ll be okay, just don’t go 
funnint m ^ 

fast.”' she said. 

^ The second Katie hit the water, she was fine. 

“I was struggling to not pass the other swimmers, be- 
the first few laps needed to be slow and paced," DeGraaf 

explained. 

One of the things that helps DeGraaf when she is 
swimmine long distances during practice is to think about 
joncson the radio. During this 500 the song “Kryptonite" by 
3Doors Down was running through her head and she used the 
beat to keep the right pace. 

Catching her coach’s signals, Katie realized that she 
ii'as doing great. 


I still wanted to work harder even though my 
muscles were burning, and I knew all of my work would be 
worth it in the end, ’ DeGraaf said, “I was still trying to stay 
with the other swimmers, but it w as just too easy to pass them. 
I had a lot of time to think, so 1 was Just trying to think about 
using every muscle and using the best technique." 

As she neared the end of the race she started speeding 
up, but it seemed effortless. DeGraaf gained on everyone and 
eventually started lapping some of her competitors. 

Finally, she hit the wall for the last time and sprinted 
for the finish. 

"1 was hyperventilating even though I had cleared my 
mind from all the work and pain my body had gone through," 
DeGraaf said, “When I got out of the w^ater, I heard the crowd 
going wild. I looked up at my time: 6:20. It was my first 500, 
and I had won!" 
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Wliat It’s Like 

To Be A Card Sl^i'k 


By Erin Wahllidni 

While walking through the lounge 
this year it was impossible not to see the 
impact that playing cards had on the stu¬ 
dents at U-High. 

No matter what time of day it was little groups of 
students hunched over the tables dealing out hand after hand. 
Sometimes students played cards in order to pass the time 
during their free hour or when they just didn’t feel like going 
to class. There were some students, though who had a broader 
purpose for each game. Some students were practicing for the 
big time. 

The real card playing this year, didn’t take place 
in the lounge during weekdays but in basements during the 
weekends. Here the time flew as fast as the money, and several 
sophomores found themselves hooked by hold ‘em. 

“I would just sit around in some of my friends’ base¬ 
ments and watch them play cards and it got me interested in 
it,” sophomore Justin Beyer said, ‘That’s how 1 learned too, 
just by watching them.” 

The card craze seemed to start around the beginning 
of school, about the time ESPN started airing the World Series 
of Poker. The game on both the TV and in these basements is 
Texas Hold Em’. 

“We play hold em’ because it’s the most fun to play 
and what the pros play,” he said. 



Beyer and his friends started by playing friendly 
games in the beginning of the school year. 

What started as small $5 buy-ins quickly grew to $10, 
$15, then $20. With the stakes high, poker soon started taking 
over most sophomores’ free time. 
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‘"One time we played 
from noon until seven at night,” 
Beyer said. “We will either all 
get together one night and play 
until people have to leave or set 
up a tournament where every¬ 
body buys in and there are only 
one or two winners, those take 
the longest.” 

For the winner, though, 
the time is definitely worth it, 
which is why these boys play for 
keeps and for cash. 

“Poker just wouldn't be 
poker if there wasn't money 
involved, then you may as well 
just deal the eards face up,” 
Beyer said. 

“The most I’ve ever won 
in a niizht was about $120, but 
on the flip side I've also lost 
around $85 on one night. It’s 
game. I've won $50 dollars on a hand 
^•^^^her. Overall I’m about even,” Beyer said, 
liavg Jo L ^^ney being tossed around, these guys do 

part of their gambling a seeret from their parents. 


I 


“My parents know that 1 go play poker but not really 
how much money is involved in a given night. 1 think that my 
dad would be fine with it but my mom would flip out,” Beyer 
said. 

Rest assured, Beyer isn’t in need of a gambling addict 
hotline; he said he is sure it’s just recreation. 

“1 wouldn't say I’m addicted to playing, it’s just 
something fun that we do. 1 know that I’m not an addict 
because 1 feel bad sometimes if I’m up a bunch of money and 
then just cash out. 

“1 especially felt bad one time when 1 bought in for 
less than everybody else and then won a lot and had to leave. 
Sometimes, like in that case, 1 will give my chips to somebody 
else to play and then just have them pay me back whatever 
1 gave them. We don’t really play to take money for each 
other,” he explained. 

In truth, there’s more to these games than the money. 
“It’s just a lot of fun to get together with friends and 
play some hands. The time flies by. You look at the clock, 
play some hands, look at the clock again and a couple hours 

have passed by,” Beyer said. 

Poker may stick around through the summer and into 

next school year or travel the same path as other fads like yo¬ 
yos, laser pointers, and acid washed jeans. 

Regardless, poker has had a huge impact on students' 

social and financial lives this school year and has brought 
people together in ways that some fads haven't been able to. 
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VVlTjt It’s Like 

To T^ke the Diiving Test 

By Erin W<3hlhdiii« 

Pictiiie By Ailie locsoii 

Sophomore Ryan Wahlheim has pursued his driver’s 
licenee with desperate focus. When he got his driver’s permit last 
May, he immediately started driving whenever he could. In June, 
he began Driver's Ed Class at Bloomington High School because 
it would be quicker to take the course at BHS than UHS. Almost 
all summer long Wahlheim prepared for the drivers test by taking 
classes and practicing his driving skills. 

“I wasn’t worried about passing the test because many 
of my friends had told me the test wasn’t that bad,” Walheim said. 
“During the weeks before the test, in the car and in my mind, I went 
over the key facts that people had told me to remember,” he said. 

Wahiheim’s birthday was on a Monday, so he couldn’t take 
the test on the day he turned sixteen. 

“I had to wait 24 hours and on Tuesday morning my dad 
and 1 drove to the DM V. I was a little nervous as we got closer and 
closer,” Walheim said. 

Standing in line and feeling totally prepared, Walheim real¬ 
ized that he forgot his social security card. 

“The DMV people told me I couldn’t even take the test 
without first showing them my social security card. I didn’t know it 
was something I needed and I had no idea where it was,” Walheim 
said, “I didn’t even think I had one at my house.” 

His dad eventually worked things out and Walheim was 
allowed to take the test. It didn’t help his nerves, though, to get in a 
fight with the people that would be judging whether or not I would 
be allowed to get my license. 

“I tried to push my nervousness aside and focus on the 
road. The man who was testing me was very intimidating. I expected 
this because everyone who talks about getting their license always 



has some story about how mean the DMV people are,” Walheim 
said. 

No matter how hard he tried, he could feel his palms 
sweating as he held the wheel. “I listened very attentively to all the 
instructions. In the back of my mind all the advice I had received 
kept playing over and over,” Walheim said. 

As the test continued, he felt that he had been driving for 
forever but it turned out to be minutes. Pulling back into the parking 
lot, he waited anxiously to hear what the man had to say about his 
driving skills. 

“As I sat and waited for my picture to be taken I thought 
about how much time and practice had been put into this one event.” 
Walheim said. It had ended fast, which he was grateful for. 

“Now I was finally tree to take mysell wherever I wanted. 
The word ‘license’ doesn’t just mean you can drive. It gives you 
freedom and responsibility. Two things I was ready for,” Walheim 
said. 
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In the winter it is a long walk cold walk from the junior lot 
to the doors of U-High, and every day this terrible journey serves 
^ a reminder to juniors that they are both almost finished and that 
there is still much left to do. 


Junior year is a year of overwhelming obstacles and defini¬ 
tive towards the future. 

If nothing else junior year is a time to prepare for the 
ture. Students scramble to gather accomplishments that they can 
about on college application and prepare maniacally for the life 
^2nging standardized tests they will to take and retake until they 


^hie\e 


an acceptable score. 


Another major milestone of junior year is prom. For girls 
Bays both, the dance can be a defining high school moment, 
lo * prom is something that every junior looks forward 
^onie point,“ junior Dana Harrell said. 

Pfoin f ^hie responsibility of planning every aspect of 

^arcii ^^’corations, invitations, and coronation to the Grand 

'Everything is in the hands of the juniors. This planning takes 




all year and becomes an opportunity to work as a class and become a 
team. 

Sometimes, amid all of this planning and panic, juniors 
can stop and appreciate their new status as upperclassmen. With this 
label comes newfound freedom and responsibility. 

“1 loved being able to plan my schedule and pick new 
classes,’’junior Sarah Hall said. 

Academically, personally and athletically, juniors are no 
longer being led but are becoming the leaders of the school. Juniors 
becomes team captains, letter winners, executive board members, 
leads in the play. 

A sense of commitment and stability also comes to every 
junior. No longer searching for a place, juniors finally fit in. For the 
first time there is not much rearranging. 

It’s all about making strong steps forward. Each step is 
a movement towards leadership and eventually a meaningful life 
beyond University High School. 
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Courtney Alt 
Erik Anderson 
Catherine Anhalt 
Armando Baez 
Megan Ball 

Heather Banes 
Melissa Basolo 
Andrew Bass 
Matthew Beach 
Robin Berryman 
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Wlyt It’s Like 

To Be Blind 

Stoiy by Sji'jh McCiilioLigh 

Wednesday. It's just a normal day, 
like every other in the string of a week. Tif¬ 
fany Jolliff arrived to .school on time, and 
got to her cla.ss with haste. 

Today she is learning about linear 
equations. It .seems like a hard concept, but 
it’s really not. After she has read the chap¬ 
ter, it seems like a piece of cake. 

“Of course, it takes a little longer 
tor me to read because I have to feel out the 
letters with my hands," Jolliff explained. 

Tiffany Jolliff is blind. Many stu¬ 
dents wonder how Tiffany excels in a .school 
with such high expectations. Jolliff said its 
a matter of having the right tools and some 
determination. 

“Mrs. Harrell, the vision teacher, 
has to order books especially for me," Jollitt 
said. 


The system of Braille works with a 
series ot dots, representing a given letter. It 
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Stephanie Dilbeck 
Andrew Dittbenner 
Stephanie Donnan 
M Flynn Doran 
Emily Dougherty 
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look Jollifl about tour years to learn. She 
started when she was four. 

“Braille is just like learning a for¬ 
eign language. 1 feel that was one gift I had, 
picking up braille easily. Usually it would 
lake people their whole life to pick up a 

language but I leaned it in four years,” Jolliff 

said. 

In her free time Tiffany loves to 
^ad. She read the second and third Harry 
oiler books in about a week which is im- 
Piessive considering the Braille volumes are 
enormous. 

Not only do 1 enjoy the stories but 
*ng thern helped me become so good at 

vnii The more practice, the better 

get,” Jolliff said. 

last •. around common everyday 

^ ^ isn t that difficult tor Jolliff when she 

•"^^•^^nght tools at hand. 


Sometimes, though, a book she 
needs is not available in Braille. In these 
situations Jolliff has come up with a clever 
back-up plan. 

“If Fm searching for a book that 
isn't available in Braille, I’ll go to the library 
and find it on audio,” Tiffany said. 

Other tools she has help her write 
and work like everybody else. 

“My computer talks. It reads what 
I type and what the screen says. There is 
special Jaws Screen Reading software will 
automatically read what is on the screen 
whether it’s a web site. E-mail, or just a 
word document,” she said. 

Jolliff also has a laptop that she 
uses that has all of the letters of the alphabet 
in Braille on the keyboard, this is very use¬ 
ful if she has to take notes in class. 

But taking notes and reading are 


not the only academic difficulties Jolliff has 
to overcome. One of her bigger problems is 
sometimes getting to class. 

“I have the same problems in 
my classes as everyone else. The biggest 
struggle is I actually have to pay attention to 
where I am going. I know U-High students 
constantly watch out for me in the hallway 
because they know and understand I obvi¬ 
ously need a little guidance to finding my 
way,” Jolliff said. 

“Other people have the ability to 
dodge, but I don’t. I just run into them,” she 
said, and it’s a fact that Jolliff doesn’t let 
many things get in her way. 

“Not being able to see is something 
I have been adjusting to since my birth, I 
don’t know any other way of life,” Jolliff 
said. 
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WlTjt It’S Like 

To hUve A Twin 

By Sji'jh McCLillough 
Photogrjpl’i by Allie locson 

Being a twin gives you a bond like nothing else. 
Kelly and Katie Burke have discovered exactly that. Be¬ 
sides being really close, there is always an assurance that 
they will always have each other. With any new experi¬ 
ence or scary situation, it is much easier to go through it 
with someone else, especially someone just like you. 

But there are drawbacks to having a twin. 

“The bad part of never being alone is that some¬ 
times privacy is okay!” Junior Kelly Burke said. 

Arguments are usually the result of not enough 
“alone time” so, while they may have someone close to 
go through that first day of school with, the girls end up 
fighting over the bathroom in the morning while getting 
ready. 

Another frustrating part of being a twin is having 
to work really hard to maintain a separate and distinct 
identity. 

“Ever since we were born people have mistaken 
us for being the other person; they would call us the 


Jacqueline Edwards 
Michael Erdman 
Lauren Farraher 
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wrong name, and just couldn’t tell us apart,” Katie said. 

Worse than that, people would not recognize that 
Kelly and Katie are two different people, with different 

personalities. 

“They expected us to like the same things, and 
were surprised to find that even though we looked alike 
we didn't have to think and act the same. At times even 
U-High school officials tended to lump us together, and 
keep us together in classes,” Kelly said 

At times, though, a twin can really come in 
handy. What could be better than having a free closet 
to raid at any time, all things of which are in your size? 

Or borrowing a pair of shoes that completes your outfit 
perfectly? Need homework help? Ask your twin, she’s in 
the same class! Forgot your book? No problem. Just ask 
your handy dandy twin sister. 

Being a twin also makes it so you have to think 
more carefully about yourself. In the past the Burkes 
have had to make sure our hairstyles were different to 


make it easier for others to tell them apart. 

We also have to make sure that we don’t wear 
the same clothes on the same day, and we have to take 
turns sharing driving our car.” Katie said. 

Despite the work and effort of being a twin the 
special bond that is created because of this is something 
neither of them would want to lose. 

We always have each other there and that is 
something I would never trade for the world ” Kellv 
said. ' ^ 

Together in with their family and together in 
school, the Burke sisters are hardly ever apart. 

The longest we have ever been apart is for two 
days,” Junior Katie said. 

The girls want to go to different colleges, and 
they know it will be especially challenging to adapt to 
college life. It will be the first major experience for them 
to go through alone, and it will definitely take some get¬ 
ting used to. 
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WiTjt It’S Like 

To Play a Symphony 

By Melissa Mon ovv 
Photograph by lamie Blass 

‘i am always focused on the music 
and nothing else,” Junior Phil Kramp 
said, explaining what he feels when 
performing. “Sometimes I wonder if I’m crazy, but 
then I see the plethora of people doing the same thing 
as me.” 

Every weekend Kramp makes the trip up 
to Chicago to take viola lessons with his teacher, 

Roland Vamos. Phil also plays in a quartet with some 
young orchestra students from the Chicago area. On 
Sunday morning he practices with the Chicago Youth 
Symphony Orchestra (CYSO), followed by Encore, a 
small chamber orchestra in the evening. 

“It feels great to play in an orchestra with the high level of com¬ 
mitment and dedication that this group has,” Kramp said, “I just 
have to try to not let it go to my head.” 

“When I am on stage, I think about how lucky I am to be 
where I am right now. I also think about how lucky I am to have 
made friends from all over with different backgrounds who share my 
musical interests,” Kramp said. 

The orchestra, which consists of one hundred students, has 
brought Kramp together with other people who are aspiring to be 



musicians. 

“I like the fact that these people aren’t necessarily choos¬ 
ing music as their career. They're just taking it one day at a time,’ 
Kramp said 

He said this experience practicing and performing has been 
an experience he is very thankful to have had. 

“I realize that I am part of something special that I will 
remember for the rest of my life.” 
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WliJt It’s 
To Be 




By MelisSci Morrovv« 
lliisti'jtioiis by Mike Brown 




For junior Matt Lehner, practice 
is more important than performance - or 
at least it seems that way. 

“Once I am at a competition 
there is nothing I can change. If you have 
not worked hard in the past weeks, it will 
show at the competition,” Lehner said, “I 
feel the most pressure during rehearsals.” 

As a drum major Lehner is 
ultimately responsible for the band's 
performance, and most of his work comes 
in preparing the band. 

Everyone involved in the band 


must cooperate with the drum majors for 
the rehearsal to run smoothly and produc¬ 
tively. He has to lead the band in warm 
ups and performances. 

When performing Lehner leads 
the band onto the field with his fists on 
his hips and the other drum majors at his 
sides. They are acknowledged and begin 
their performing. 

As the band plays, in order to 
monitor them, he stands on the podium 
with his back to the crowd. 

“I am excited and scared at the 


same time, Lehner said, “I just raise my 
arms; all instruments follow and rise into 
the air ready to begin. 

‘Then I take a deep breath and 
start moving my hands in unison with the 
other drum majors.” 

The performance is partly under 
his control as he controls the tempo and 
makes spot adjustments. 

As the band marches off the 
field Lehner said he usually lets out a 
sigh of relief and has a feeling of job 
well done. 
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VVliat It’S Like 

To Live in Yotir Bi'others’ Sliadow 


By Melissa Morrow « 

Coming to U-High as 
a scared, little freshman, Patrick 
Turner had more to worry about 
than the normal things a freshman 
has to worry about. He had a repu¬ 
tation to live up to. 

When his teachers called 
roll the first time, most of them 
wanted to know was if Rob and 
TJ were his brothers. “From that 
moment on, 1 was living in their 
shadows,” Turner said. 

“1 could not focus on 
whether or not 1 would make 
friends or what grades 1 would get 
on the test, because 1 was worried 
about living up to my brother’s 
reputations” Turner said. 

When Turner’s brothers 
were in high school they were leads 


in several plays, drum majors, 
and Illinois State Scholars. 

Sometimes his ac¬ 
complishments, though great 
by other’s standards, seem 
miniscule compared to what his 
brothers have done. 

“I try to look at them as 
equal to the accomplishments of 
Rob and TJ, but at times it is im¬ 
possible not to compare myself 
to them constantly,” he said. 

Yet while troubling, 
the long shadow of his brothers’ 
shadows have also been useful 
to Patrick. 

“Rob and TJ have made 
my life difficult over the recent 
years, but their legacy has kept 


me focused and not allowed 
me to slack off,” he said. They 
were also a reason why Turner 
decided to come to U-High. 

Before he came to U- 
High, Patrick saw all the fun that I 
Rob and TJ had, and he said that 
they were a big influence on his 
decision to come to U-High. 

Over the years Patrick 
has learned to cope mostly by 
getting involved in a variety of 
activities and developing his 
own friends and identity. 

“I Just try to be my 
own person, and I think most 
people treat me differently than 
they treated my brothers because 
of our very different personali¬ 
ties,” he said. 
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Seniors! 004 


It s been four years in the making, this time that we’ve all 

en waiting for; the final steps of a long and often times bumpy 

road. But we ve reached the end now and it’s time to move on. 

tnie to take our steps out of this place and move into the rest of 
ourlive.s. 


^ As underclassmen we always expected it would be great 

pro'^ nwn, yet as the final days ap- 

ed. almost everyone seemed to be singing a different song. 

off ^ looking forward to slacking 

^ could and then have summer come 
j ^ ’ senior Christopher George said. 


senio ^ starting to think more and more about what 

year really means. Most of the.se people I will never see 


o!f«!! 1 ^ 1 ^ stories from Mr. Kinsella. No more hanging 

‘"^fatJake’s Pizza 

«dded. 


'a over my free hour. It’s all come to an end,” he 


^^tthin everything is ending is probably 

^ t)r most of us as .seniors. We’ve all created me 


the hard- 
memories in 


these last four years that will be with us for the rest of our lives. 
Whether it is going to prom, learning what it means to truly be 
close with somebody, or just hanging out with your friends, we’ve 
all taken steps to ready ourselves to leave. 

As the years have passed, relationships have been formed 
and broken. Faces that we used to see daily fade into the crowd as 
new ones have appeared. 

Everyone will .soon be going their separate ways and we 
may not see one another until ten-year reunions. Yes, it’s all very 
sad but dwelling on it only makes it worse. We’ve accomplished 
so much in such a short time. 

We’ve all changed, matured, and been prepared for the 
lives that we will come to live. Each of us should be proud of our 
accomplishments. 

When we walked across the stage at graduation, we 
didn’t just leave as the class of 2004 but also as the U-High family 
of 2004. We’ve left our footprints here and now it’s time to make 
new ones in the world. 
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What It’s Like 



To Be A Stockboy 






RKLOAI) Mike Modos restockes the sehives of Jewel. “It’s 
not the best job hut somebody has to do it,” Modos said. 


By Jason Davis « 

Every single day at 5 p.m. 

^ Mike Modos walks through 
hell’s gate to become one with the 
demonic Jewel family. He walks by 
his manager, who he also knows as the 
spawn of Satan, who greets him with the 
same nasal-toned list of commands that 
have been repeated to him since the day 
he started working here a year ago. 

Mike works as a stock boy at a local 
Jewel grocery store. Like most minimun 
wage jobs the day to day grind can be 
difficult. 

“It I get past the first manager 
without getting yelled at I always get 
intercepted by my other manager who 


seems to be on a power trip. I try to 
dodge around him as quickly as possible 
so that I can clock in to start my horrible 
Job,’’ Modos explained. 

If the compressor in the back 
room where he works has not been emp¬ 
tied, it will smell like “unbathed home¬ 
less people. The compactor is full of 
damaged items and trash from the break 
room. It’s pretty disgusting,” Modos said. 

One of Modos’Jobs is “break- ^ 

ing down the load,” where he and several . 

other workers unpack and stack boxes. 

It’s a Job he takes lightly, but others do 

not. ^ 

“Some of my co-workers get 
pretty serious when it comes to their , 
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Shondip Chakravarty 
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rip your head off if you 
them,” Modos said. 

“Stocking at night really isn’t that 
* you work with one of the two other 
employees, he said, but added this 
’Harare occurrence. 

I swear that on Jewel’s ap- 
Jion form there was a section that I 

ihoii h applicants to ‘check here 

laid ^'^^rnrnon sense,”’ Modos 

^''job - Modos hates 

pieman Jewel sucks. 

l*omcr?Th and the 

■*siofm,' for the 

h'WorkTk'^"'’^ ’ 

f here,” Mcdos said. 



« \A, f - ■ ■ , . ^ ^ ------ 

(JOT MILK? Mike Modos restocks the dairy section in the hack of .Jewel. “People always rum¬ 
mage fhrouizh the milk looking for the latest date possible,” Modos said. 
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WiTjt It’S Like 

To Be The Le^d 



By Melissa Morrow « 

His heart was beating three 
hundred times a minute as senior 
Shane Irvin walked on stage for 
' his audition. He was handed 

the audition piece and in front 
of the large crowd of fellow impatient auditioning 
students, he carefully read the lines. 

Irvin was auditioning for the lead in 
U-High’s fall play, “Lost In Yonkers.” After the audi¬ 
tions, Irvin waited anxiously for the results. The list 
was finally posted, and to his disbelief he had scored 
the lead. 


Rehearsals for the play started, and at first 
they seemed very laid back. “They seem to be just 
a big group of friends goofing around and making 
each other laugh. This is somewhat misleading, be¬ 
cause before you know it the hard work starts,” Irvin 
said. 


Then comes the week before opening 
night. Tech Week, which is a nightmare. The atmo¬ 
sphere is all business. “It seems like we go over 
things twenty million times to get it right,” Irvin 
said. In those six hour rehearsals in full make-up 
and costume, the performers add sound, lights, and 


props. 

Prior to the show, the whole cast does 
warm-ups together. This get us all pumped up and 
ready for a great show. “Right before the show 
starts, I am very nervous, and extremely excited at 
the same time. Before taking the stage, my heart 
starts pounding fast, like it is going to explode. On 
stage I keep telling my self, ‘Just don't mess up. 
Don’t mess up,’” he said. 

On stage he gets in the zone. “I have to 
escape from being a high school student at U-High 
and become my character. I am no longer Just read¬ 
ing my lines; 1 react to everything like it is happen¬ 
ing.” 

“It's like I lose myself in the play. The 
first moment that I become myself again isn't until 
curtain call. When I take my bow, 1 get a feeling of 
relief, Joy, and pride all at the same time,” he said. 

“I have never had a fiawless show, but the 
key to a great show is making the mistakes seem like 
they were done on purpose. Plays Fiiay look like lots 
of fun, but people should know Just how much work 
it takes. It is all worth it in the end” Irvin said. 





DEEP BREA'I'H Shane Irvin sings from the top of 
his lungs during the spring musical Les Miserahles. 
“It was an honor to be .lean Valjcan,” Irvin said. 
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What It Means 

To Be Excellent 

Anonymous « 

Excellence is a state of 
being, a measure of 
achievement, a way of life. 
Excellence is realized by those 
willing to try and fail, by those 
who take risks, and by those who 
never lose sight of their goals. 

Advice on how to be excellent in 
the words of thosee who have 
achieved excellence in their 
field ... 


I 




IVIarion Jones — Track and 
Field Olympic Gold Medalist 
“Sure, I was bom with talent, 
but you have to dedicate yourself 
to what you’re doing before you 
can even think about entering the 
realm of excellence.’’ 

Yo-Yo Ma-Cellist 
“When I’m playing well, 
everything falls into alignment - 
my physical self, my emotional 
self - and I become focused in 
such a way that I 


actually have access to both my 
conscious mind and my 
unconscious mind. This, for a 
musician, and I believe for many 
other artists, is 
excellence.’’ 

Lee Bollinger - President of 
Columbia University 
“But to truly find excellence in 
our own lives, we must do the 
more difficult things. We must 
be willing to encounter genius.’’ 
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Wl\3t It’S Like 

To Be 111 All Opera 

By Erin Wahlheini« 

This spring Glass performed for the first time as a drum¬ 
mer in the Peoria Opera, her highest honor yet in her successlul 
nine years of percussion performance. And as she walked into the 
overbearing Peoria Civic Center for her debut, she almost let her 
nerves get the best ot her. 

Luckily her parents had come along to support her. 

“I looked at my dad and he ensured me that I would do fine. My 
mom offered a warm smile and told me just to relax. 

“They helped me carry all of my gear to the pit, offered 
their last words ot encouragement, and walk out the door. As I 

watched them walk through the empty hallway, 

“1 could start to see in my head what it will look like in an 

hour, with ladies in elegant dresses or fur coats, accompanied by 

men wearing suits. Glass said. 

The Civic Center is huge and takes a while to get used to. 

It has two balconies and is very intimidating for her to know that it 
will be filled with anxious opera fans that will recognize any little 
mistakes in the music. Down in the pit it’s really dark; the only 



PUSH THK TKMPO Sarah (ila.ss (above) focu.ses on keeping beat with the 
orchestra. “ I always pay special attention to hear if the marestro whispers 
anything t(» us. My favortie part is hearing; the singers, even thought I can't see 
them," (ilass said. 
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lights are on the music stands. “It’s a really small space to a whole 
-^ng section, plus winds, brass, and percussion.’’ Glass said. 

' "" -The pit is directly in front of the audience, but set down 
so it doesn't block the view of the stage. I actually sit underneath 
Ihostase, with the bass and winds. Out maestio was the acclaimed 
Fiora Contino, she's known internationally for opera. She made 
ihe whole experience even more intimidating,” she said. 

Glass’ part in the orchestra was basically all percussion 
besides timpani. 

“1 played bass drum, cymbals, suspended cymbal, tam¬ 


bourine, and triangle. Sitting in the pit the trumpets are always the 
loudest. 1 have to try to block them out and focus on my part. 1 
first focus on my music, then the rest of the orchestra. 

“1 always pay special attention to hear if the maestro 


whispers anything to us. My favorite part is hearing the singers, 
even thought 1 can't see them,” Glass said. 

When playing Glass would have to count for 516 mea¬ 
sures and then play one cymbal crash or something similar. But in 
addition to that, she had to use specific techniques to get the best 


sound out ol percussion instruments, just like any other instru¬ 
ment, and piolessional percussionists spend their whole careers 
trying to get the best sound possible. This can be done using dif- 
teient styles ot hitting, or where you hit on the instrument. It really 
does get pretty complieated and it’s a lot of hard work to make 
sure your part is perfect,” she said. 

Glass’ biggest challenge was maintaining focus. “Just 

keep counting and playing she told herself. “Deep breaths also 
helped.” 

Alter a great deal of counting and waiting. Glass finally 
got to play. When I began playing my heart started pounding in 

my chest and 1 could teel the music run through my body,” Glass 
said. 

When the night is over, she said she felt like she had been 
playing forever. ‘I am sad that it’s over but glad because I am 
exhausted. 

After opera is over, usually after everyone goes out and 
celebrates; I make the forty-minute drive home and catch up on 
my school work,” Glass said. 



Austin Idleman 
Andrea Ingersoll 
Shane Irvin 
Ashley Jackson 


Kelley janke 
Kavita jayaswal 
Anne Johnson 
James Johnson 


Jacob Jolly 
Helena Josefsson 
Rachael Joseph 
Evan Kapanga 
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Jacqueline Katz 
Adam Kauffman 
Jeff Kerestes 
Brilleny Kislner 


Whitney Koch 
Joshua Kossman 
Devin Landau 
Martin Langrall 


Alexander Leach 
Shemeka Lee 
Jordan Macy 
Miranda Marlin 




CAN YOU DKf IT Jenna Reeves and <»ther team members work on holding a 
rod steady. “It was hard work but we still had fun,” Reeves said. 


Wlut It’S Like 

To Save tlie World 


By Jamie Blass« 

Traveling to a third world country that is poverty 
stricken and ravished with disease doesn't seem like 
the ideal vacation, but Jenna Reeves found her summer 
mission trip to be one of the best experience she has ever 
had. 

“It was a lifetime opportunity that I was so excited to 
experience, but at the same time 1 was still really nervous 
about traveling into a third world country," Reeves said, as she ex¬ 
plained the mission trip she took to the Dominican Republic and Haiti 
in the summer of 2003. 

“I’m always looking to strengthen my faith, and I knew this 
would be an opportunity to serve God and share what He has blessed 
me with," she added. 



The Dominican Republic may be a sunny island, but the trip was 
nothing like taking a vacation. For one thing. Reeves had to get to 
work before she could even get on the plane. Each individual would 
have to raise $1,200 and the group had to raise $5,000 collectively 
simply to go. 

“Raising money isn’t as big of a challenge as you would 
think, because we serve a huge God and He’s pretty good about pro- 
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Jermey Maubach 
Chenay McDaniel 
Kaellin Merriman 
Kellee Milligan 


Molly Mizer 
Michael Modos 
Frank Moraleda 
Kelly Morris 


Lori Nichols 
Megan Nybakke 
Justin Palm 
Caitlin Parker 


viding when needed,” Reeves said. 

The team sent out support letters to friends and family 
explaining why they wanted to go on the trip, what they were going 
to be doing, and asking for financial support. 

“Prayer support was probably more important to get then 
the money itself,” Reeves said. 

Four long months of fund rasing paid off when the forty 

high school students stepped off the plane into the Dominican cul¬ 
ture. 

“Even though 1 was excited about being there going 
through the town was bewildering. There were different levels of 
poverty within leet of each other. You would go from nicer looking 
houses to shacks, the sight can't really be compared to anything in 
our town or nation,” Reeves said. 

Inuring the trip. Reeves said she struggled to see all of these 
people so stricken with poverty, but learned they have something 
that we often take for granted, faith. 

“It just made me think about how valuable every penny I 
have truly is.” 

Reeves said she also can recall how even though the people 


had so little, they were still willing to give it up. The water in the 
Dominican wasn’t like water in the United States, where you could 
go out to the spigot and fill up your bucket. It was brought to towns 
maybe once a week, it was rare and given out sparingly. 

“When we were working on building a house for a pastor 
way in the mountains it wasn’t easy to get there, so I’m sure their 
water supply was short,” she said. 

Once, while working, the group ran out of water and when 
the people of the town heard this they helped create a line up and 
down the mountain to transfer the water from neighbors. 

“They willingly gave up their water, and sacrificed having 
water for entire families. Hearts this big were hard to fathom,” Reeves 
said. 

On the last day of the trip the group had a chance to travel 
across the boarder into Haiti. The youth group at Eastview supports 
and sponsors a church and its family there. 

“Just to be able to talk with the pastor and see the community 
that we have been striving to make a difference for was amazing. It 
made you excited to give more and have a better understanding of the 
impact it was making on people.” Reeves said 
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What It’s Like 

To have far too many shoes 

By Maggie Hoomanawanui « 

There’s tan ones, several kinds of black ones, 
the perfect little red ones, all sorts of tennis shoes and 
let’s not even get into the tlip-tlops. At 67 pairs, senior 
Rachel Joseph has either an inspired or insane collection 
of shoes - and the collection is growing. 

“Sure that may seem like a lot to some people or 
even impractical, but there is a perfectly good explanation for why 
I have so many shoes,” Joseph explained, “I work at Journey’s. 
Seeing as they have a wide selection of footwear to choose from 
and the fact that I get a half off employee discount, it would be 
stupid of me not to buy so many shoes,” 

Joseph takes offence when people label her off as some 
spoiled brat. She is a working girl and has paid for all her shoes by 
herself. And although she gets a generous store discount, Rachel’s 
taste isn’t cheap. 
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Jacqueline Rubenacker 
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“Even with my discount they’re about $50 a pair al- 
thouiih I do have one pair that cost around SlOO,” Joseph said. 

Shoes aren't just something Joseph wears. Her shoe 
obsession is more like a young boy’s baseball card collection 
(though it's unlikely she would trade any of her footwear). 

“I don't wear all of them, some shoes I just haven’t 
found the right outfits to match yet but I just had to have them,” 
Joseph said. 

Joseph's shoe collection is so important to her it even 
effects her day to day life. When she gets ready for school, for 
example, the shoes have their part to play 

“I don't wear a pair of shoes more than once in the same 
week,” she says. “I don't have a chart or anything like that where 
I mark off if the pair has been worn, but I just try to keep track in 
my head which ones I've worn and which ones I haven’t.” 

Most would consider the way Joseph gets ready for 


school backwards, but for her it getting dressed starts with finding 
a pair of shoes and then she tries to find an outfit to match. 

“Picking out my shoes first also helps with my keeping 
track of what pairs I’ve already worn that week. It’s also kind of 
kin to match everything up based on just the shoes. Usually, if 
I’m having trouble deciding what to wear some morning. I’ll pick 
my tan Diesels, they go with pretty much anything,” Joseph said. 

That doesn’t mean her Tan Diesels are her favorites, 
though. Joseph admitted its hard to keep favorites when getting 
new and trendy shoes almost ever week, it’s also hard for her to 
see a day when she will have too many shoes. 

“I haven’t ever given away any pairs of shoes, but a lot 
of my friends do borrow them. I think that in the future, I might 
consider giving away some of my shoes, the ones that I don’t still 
wear. That time hasn’t come yet though,” she said. 
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Maura Styczynski 
Christopher Tannura 
Kalleigh Thomas 
Whitney Thomas 


Nicholas Timme 
Janelle Totterer 
Zachary Truty 
Betsy Ummel 


Carrie Vesper 
Erin Wahlheim 
Jennie Wang 
JeisLin Wen 


Mike Whalen 
Calli Whitehouse 
Jennifer White 
Robert Wichmann 


Louis Williams 
Joeseph Witte 
Brady Wrezinski 
York Chase 



Kate Zimmerman 
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\rt Club 

Fnmt Ru'v: R. Sancken, J. Kossman, S. Mikals, T. 
Hajek, S. Mays. E. Olson Second Row; C. Reineke, 
A. Huff. B. Kistner. A. Ingersoll. N. Timme Third 
Row; K. Ellefson. C. Anhall. K. Scolt. C. Sexton. M. 
McCoy. A. J(Kson, K. Scheck 



Freshman Busehall 

Front Row: E. Dopson, M. Piotosh. I. Bishop, S, 
O’Malley. J. Lam, J. Lynn, J. Busch, A. Burnett, R. 
Jannusch Second Row; B. Aieer, T. Van Loon, A. 
Schroeder, J. Quarlon, A. Walker, N. Phares, B. Ensen- 
berger, M. Meyer 



rront Row; s. Smith, A. Knapp, C. Butts, D. Fox, 

• Probus, S. Chavers, E. Woodall Second Row ; N, 

iirson, S. Scott. K. Highland, E. Harbors, J. Busse, 
Katie Giesel 



Varsity Baseball 

Front Row; R. Huette, K. O'Malley, J. Collins, 

J. Wheet, A, McDowell, C. Reeser, M. Darrow, J. 
Heimerdinger, B. Meier, T. McNeely .Second Row; 

G. Bee, J. Collins. L, Williams, J. Cox. M, Baker, M. 
Rice, J. Berry, B. Reeser, N. Adams, M. McMillian, B. 
Nichols, F, Read 



Varsity (iirls Basketball 

Front Row; T. Brown, L. Bertsche, A. Pistorius, M. 
Mizer, S. Garriott. H. Kennedy, K. Scott Second Row ; 
N. Neal, B. Ummel, E. Galt, A. Ndarongo, K. Kaisner, 
J. Whikehan 



Varsity Boys Basketball 

Front Row: C. Cox, J. Martens, M. McMillian, J. 
Berry, N. Chiodo, B. Resser, D. Robinson, J. Dennis 
Second Row; B. Fitzgerald, S. Hubbard, J. HutT, S. 
Doran. A. McDowell. D. Burnett. C. Walker, J. Busse 
N. Nnomani, C. Hampton. C. Hubbard 



Sophomore Baseball 


Front Row; K. Pohiman. J. Allen. M. Hoekstra, A. 
Kern, A. Trickett. J. Mersch, L. Graning, M. Hinshaw 
Second Row; C. Hillard. K. Adams, J. Nord, A. 
Kauffman. C. Christian. N. Heckleman, T. Cook. B. 
Rowatt, C. Brown 



Sophomore Ciirls Basketball 
Front Row ; K. Schamacher, K. Kaisner, D. Scarf, J, 
Whikehart Second Row ; L. Bullinger, K. Bandy, N. 
Larson, N. Neal 



.Sophomore Boys Basketball 

Front Row; M. Anderson, K. Steinbrueck. M. Bell, 

D. Miller, D. Burnett, J. Huff, S. Doran, T. McNeely, 

B. Luehs Second Row; L.Hampton, M. Burns, P. 

Rattana 
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Freshmen Boys Basketball 

Front Row: S. O’Malley, D.Haas, J, Crosson, N. 

Endrcss, J. Mersch. J. Higgins, P. Price, A. Standard, 

T. VanLoon Second Row: Coach B. Fitzgerald, 1). 
Johnson, T. Cook, G. Zimmerman, J. Quarton, J. Road, 
K. Leduc, A. Schroeder, Coach Kashner, Coach Premo 



Brome and Beyond 

Front Row : K. Sebald, E. Anderson, C. Reineke, 

B. Harvey, A. HutT Second Row : A. Potter, S. 
McCullough, L. Farnsworth, J. Brown, E. Dougherty 
Third Row : Mrs. Clesson, Mr.Conant, J. Kossman, N. 
Timme 



Bible Study 

Front Row : C. Phillips, C. Roberts, C. Taulbee, A. 
Roberts Second Row : B. Cialloway, L. Satchwell, L. 
Miller 





CAPTAINS 

Front Row : J. Harris, C. Parker, M. Brow n, K. 
guzman, N. Timme, J. Kossman, S. Peters Second 
Row: T. Stadnik, J. Ken, A. Pacilio, L. Bertsche, B. 
Kistner, A. Ingersoll, K. Claricoates Third Row : S. 
Donnan, J. Wen, C. Roberts, K. Bandy, J. Diaz, K. 
Bailey, B. Galloway, J. Bower 



Book Club 

Front Row: R. W'ahiheim, J. Beyer, A. Bass, J. Collins, 
T. Alldridge, N. Bhat Second Row: M. Basolo, C. 

Alt, K. Knapp, A. Meismer, M. Schiller, B. Cogan, J. 
Kossman I hird Row : B. Reeser, A. Kern, V. Pham, 

J. Heimerdinger, S. Moses, N. Timme Forth Row: M. 
Erdman, S. Glass, .1. Kerestes, J. Ken, K. Claricoates. 
S. Peters, S. Wan, B, Kilborn 



Cheerleading 


Front Row: A. Barber, C. McDowell, L. Bustle, K. 
Thomas, C. Golden Second Row : K. Ellefson, A. 
Fumald, J. Harris, S. W'intersteen, J. Totterer, C. Smith 
Third Row : J. White, R. Feagin. M. Shanahan, A. 
Chiestder, S. Rutledge, J. Diaz, H. McDaniel 



Chess 

Front Row: D. Giridharan, D. Robinson, P. Fritsch, 

J. Mishra, T. Foote Second Row: M, Rotsch, G. 
Vempati. B. Tran, S. Chandrasckaran, N. Bogue Third 
Row: Z. Saajasto, A. Schini, A. Klaege, M. Conte, C. 
Chakrovarty 



Chorus I 

From Row: M. Schini, K.. Montes do oca. A. Lambert. M. Skaggs. S. 
Sidak. S. Somers, M. Waters Second Row : C. Rutts. C. Rass. A. Stites. 
A. Stein. S. O'Malley, J. Choi. J. Scharf. Saajasto. I>. Hamilton. 

C. Thoennes. A. Aguilar, H. Celis t hird Row: A. Piter. F. Lliot. H. 
McDaniel. A. Ilursey, W. Cullen. I). Vasque/. A. Rodrigue/, J. Tanaka. S. 
Davis. N. Chiodo. A. Wilson. M. Zaldarriaga, C. Rronson Fourth Row: 
L. Skaggs. H. Raboukis. L. Whitman, C. Taulbee. K. Staller. L Glelty C 
IX-mont. R. Morton. R. Shaver. J. Weis. S. (iilles. J. Anhalt, M. Shanahan 
K. Kinsella, D. Olsim. C. Smid Fifth Row: J. Rouge, K. Alden, I 
Janu/ik. S. Rutledge. A. Scritchlow. A. Schilawski. K. Schaiblev. K. 
Henderson. S. Lee, W. Rierma. J. Martens. P. W hitaker. J. Russe K 
Highland. L. Smith. L. Harbers 



Chorus II 

Front Row: J. Hunt. W. Phillipps. C. Rcpiogic, L. Pryor, A. H'lchaKk. 
M. Martin. M. Morrow, K. Morris Second Row: K. Sebald. 1.J‘’ ' ■ 
A. Rier. T. Rrown. S. (iamage, J. Palm. Q. Ilursey. K. Palm. ‘ 

Rubenacker, C. Roberts third Row: P. Osbum. C. .Anhalt. M R^so i • 
.A. Chapman. S. Hall, M. Sage. W. Irv in, L. Miller, 1. Somers. 

S. Donnan. S. Mikals. L. Nichols. C. Willis Fourth Row: A.CiaHag 
S. Peters. A. Ropp. 1). Harrell, .A. Solava. A. Preller. M. Lehntr. 
t. Savage, K. Scott. J. Rrown. J. Rower, .M. Slyc/ynski Fifth Row. 
Claricoates. K. Karl. I. Downey. C. Vesper, L. Satchwell. R ^ 

Slone. J. Rower. S. Irvin. M. Miner. L. I'homsen. A- Pacilio, K. 
Jackson. E. tiall 
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, Clarion 

* Front Row: A. jocson, K. Morris, J. Blass, M. 
Hcximanawanui, K. Elfson, L. Farnsworth, R. 
Berrvnian, Second Row: L. Satchwell, A.Potter, S. 
McCullough, S. Hall, A. Solava, E. Wahlheim, M. 
Brown, C. Bustle 



Clarionette 


Front Row: A. Idleman, A. Jocson, B. Meir, J. 
Fowler Second Row: E. Wahlheim, K. Merriman, 
M. Hoomanawanui, M. Brown, K.Morris Third 
Row: M.Baker, J. Blass, L. Bustle, L. Satchwell, 

K. Zimmerman 



Concert Band 

Iront Row : ,V1. Morrow, I). Ilarnman, S. Winterstecn, L. Pereira. C. 
Bustle, B. Kislner. A. Ingersoll, K. Uiesel, S. Sidak. M. l.e, S. Wan. S. 
Donnan. H. C’elis, F. Suchman, L. Janu/ik, S. Jiles Second Row: M. 
Hayden. S. Tyrell, K. Ooyle. g. Hursey. S. Ferr>. L. W hite. A. Andre. 

11. Nan. J. Byerly. L. Nichols. P. Durchholz, S. Morris, C. niiK-nnes, 

M. Newson, A. Brucker I hird Row: K. Nalefski. A. Weilbacher, T. 
Donnan. N. Vereler, K. Karraker. F.. (Jottschalk. J. Morrow, M. Cook. 

I. Melchiorri. A. Hursey, M. Martin. 1). Hajek. J. White. P. Turner, J. 
Class, M. Lehner Fourth Row: K. Erickson. S. Leszeynski. M. Modos, 
I). Duudelin, J. Nguyen. M. Skaggs. A. Preller, B. Tran. Z. Saajasto. W. 
Fhomas. J. Bower, F. Doran. M. Rhodes, H. Baboukis. S. Ctlass. E. Alden, 

J. Busse. J. Heimerdinger Fifth Row; Mr. Landes. S. Vasquez, H. Evans. 
C. (iriswold. C. Modos. E. Colloton. J. Park. B. Anthony, C. Phillips. J. 

I larri.s. A. Lambert. B. Salma. A. Wilkinson. .A. Hall, J. Totterer 





D 



Connections 

Front Row: Mrs. Lewis, B, Gallowa, M. Harrow, A. 
Jocson,.!. Heimerdinger, A. Klawiiter, L. Farraher, 

S. Mays Second Row: S, Chandrasekaran, C'. York, 

M. Cooper, S. Dilbeck. E. Wahlheim, M. Styezynski, 

E. Holt, M. Basok), N. Manjarrez I hird Row : S. 
Chakavarly, L. Farnsworth, B. Kislner, A. Iimersoll, 

I). Carroll, A. Jacob, K. Sebald, A. McElroy,\'. 

Smith Fourth Row: B. Ummel, .1. Wen, L. Nichols, 
L^Vang, K, Ellefson, K. llayford, R. Fk'rryman, E. 
Thomsen Filth Row: C. Reeser, K. Milligan, B. Gibbs, 
M. Miller, M. Mishra, N. Bogue, 1). Giridharaii, B. 

I Kilbom, K. Lyons 



C ross country 

tr * 

rwnt Row: Coach Donnan, S. Tyrrel, M, Skaggs, A. 
napp, S. Chavers, K. Campos, 1). Scharf, J. Witte, K. 
y Second Row : C'oach Parsons, J. Busse, A. Mei- 

1^- Knapp, S. Ctlass, B. Ummel, .1. 
ass, K. Zimmerman, Coach I lampton 



C reative \\ riting 


Front Row : B. Har\ey, K. Ellefson, N, Timme, K. 
Sebald, E. Anderson, C. Reineke, A. I lulT Second 
Row : A. Potter, S. McCullough, L. Farnsworth, .1. 
Kosman, J, Brown, E. Dougherty, Mrs. C'lesson, Mr. 
Con ant 



Boys Cross COuntry 

Front Row : J. Morrow, B. Shaver, J. Scharf, B. 


Luehrs, S. Le.szcnski, A. Kem Second Row : Coach 
Donovan, B. Sinn, M. Erdman, N. Shaver, J. C'hav- 
ers, E. Colloton, F. Cteyer, K. Erickson, N. Holtzman 
Third Row: Coach C’hrislensen, J. Mereer, C. Reeser, 
C. George, .1. Busse, C. York, .1. llutV, B. Reeser, T. 
Lavey, Coach Hampton 



C ulture Cluh 

F'ront Row: J. Rubenacker, .1. Wang, A. Ingersoll, C . 
Roberts, B. Galloway, S. Wan, F, Kazmi Second Row: 
S. Glass, C. Bustle, B. Kislner, L. Nichols, S. Peters, 

L. Farraher, N. Belmonte-Vasquez, K. Bailey Third 
Row: L. Satchwell, K. Claricoaes, M. Styezynski, S. 
Pridgeon, J. Kossman, N. Timme 



Dance Team 

Front Row: K. Thomas, M. Wichmann, K. 
Guzman, A. Johnson, C. Parker Second Row: A. 
Le, N. Phillips, B. Sur, C. McDaniel, M. Shanahan, 
A. Aguilar Third Row: Coach Riss, A. Blair,]. 
Bower, K. Sliney, M. Hoomanawaui, P. Durchholz 
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Debate Team 

Front Row: S. Chandrasekran, J. Wen, T. Melchiorri, 
M. Mishra Second Row : A. Klaege, M. Schweers, J. 
VanLoon, D. Giridharan Third Row: S. Chakravarly, 
J. Kcresles, A. HutT, C. Sutler 



Film Club 

Front Row : A. Idleman, S. Mikals, J. Brown, J. Koss- 
man, R. Sancken Second Row: C. Sutter, A. Leach, N. 
Timme, J. Palm, M. Baugh, J. Bower 



Freshman Football 

Front Row: D. Dopson, M. Rotsch, A. Burnell, J. 


Lam, T. Nevius, J. Busch Second Row : Coach Sond- 
gerolh. Coach Harris, J. Anhalt, T. Donnan, A. Walker, 
J. HulT, Coach Eucker, Coack Yanek Third Row: D. 
McCombs, D. Johnson, A. Schroeder, T. VanLoon, R 
Price, L. Craning 



Earth Club 

Front Row : C. Bustle, B. Kislner, S. Peters, A. Inger- 
soll, K. Bailey Second Row: S. Pridgeon, Mrs. Lewis, 
L. Nichols, L. Salchwell, J. Rubenacker 



Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

Front Row : M, Slyczynski, R. Clay, M. Skaggs 

Second Row: C. Phillipps, C. Phillips, C. Smith 



N’arsity Football 

Front Row: Coach Olson. J. Jolly, A. Bass, B. Meier, M. Oarrow, J. 
Weis, B. Morton. A. Idleman. R. Huette, K. O’Malley, K. IXmnelly, Q. 
Hursey, Coach Braucht Second Row: Coach Monninger, Coach Adams, 

C. Johnson, T. Cottone, A. Leach. P. Carroll, O. Caplingcr. D. Beverage, 
M. Whalen, A. Dittbenner, Z. Truly, K. Ciraden, N. Chiodo, N, Wommcll, 

D. Robinson. Coach Waee, Coach Miller Third Row: K. Schaibicy, M. 
Reoch, P. Buchignani, L. Raney, J. Foster, B. Wreszinski, A. KaufTman, 

E. Kappanga, A. Hall, T. Alldridge 



Junior\arsity Football 

Front Row : A. Walker, J. Busch. T. Nevius, J. Lam. L. 
Augsburger, K. Pohlmann, J. Maher, A. Burnett. M. Rotsch. 

D. Dopson. J. Anhalt, A. Kauggman Second Row: Coach 
Thorson, Coach Yanek, J. HutT. L. Graning, P. Price, J, HutT, R. 
Smith, D. McCombs, M. Schweers, T. Donnan. Coach Harris, 
Coach Sondgeroth Third Row : Coach Driscoll, T. VanLoon, 
K. Henderson. J. .Allen. A. Schroeder, N. Krimmer, J. Cox, D. 
Johnson. B. Row att, S. Hendricks, Coach Eucker 



Boys Coif 

Front Row : W. Cullen, D. Vazquez, D. Koth, B. 
Geisler, R. Doubet, D. Miller Second Row: S. Moses, 
M. McKinzie, T. McNeely, S. Doran, A. McNamee 
Third Row: Coach Snell, J. VanLoon, N. Adams, B. 
Wichmann, Coach Romance, D. Simpson, J. Smith, B. 
Brucker, Coach Cullen 
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Girls Golf 


Front Row: T. Brown, L. English, B. Kilbom, E. 
Woodall, Coach Gault, C. Liang, M. Milligan, K. 
Morris 
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Heritage Club 

Front Row: B. Gibs, W. Thomas, J. White, D. Julious, 
\ Hall. C. Golden. J. Harris, R. Feagin Second Row: 
\ Shinaull. K. Henderson, M. Newson, A. Clark- 
PaMie, A. McElroy, C. Smith. S. Smith. S. Scott Third 
Row: J. Rayford. S. Lee, M. Gaston-Bell, W. McCau¬ 
ley, J. HutT. C. Bronson, C. Forde, P. Smith 



History Club 

Front Row: N. Timme, A. Idleman, D. Beverage, M. 
Styezynski Second Row: J. Kerestes, B. Sinn, J. Ken, 
T. Sladnik Third Row: S. Glass, J. Wang, R. Sever¬ 
son, J. Wen, T. Hajek 



.Jazz in the Afternoon 

Front Row: A. Hursey. F. Evans. L. Januzik. C. 
Vesper, A. Andre, S. Somers, K. Sebald Second Row: 
H. Baboukis, S, Rutledge. A. Stein. T. Downey. K. 
Claricoates, J. Fernandes. C. Bronson. P. Osbum 



Jazz in the Evening 

Front Row : J. Harris. S. Sidak, Q. Hursey, L. Skaggs, 
S.lrvin. M. Martin. J. Palm, M. Morrow Second Row: 
A.Preller, K. Palm, L. Miller, M.Styzinski, J. Stone, A. 
Gallagher, P. Turner, J. Brown 



.Jazz Green 

Front Row: K. Nalefski, S. Sidak, J. White, D. Hajek 
Second Row: J. Morrow, E. Gotschalk. K. Erikson, T. 
Melchiori, W. Thomas Third Row : S. Jankowski, B. 
Slama, A. Wilkinson, J. Harris, S. Ferry, E. Colloton 



Jazz Gold 

Front Row: J.Glass, A. Weilbacher, P. Turner, S. 
Donnan. J. Heimerdinger Second Row: M. Styzinski, 
M. Rhodes. F. Doran, S. Glass Third Row : A. Preller. 
S. Lesynski. D. Daudelin, J. Nguyen Fourth Row : M. 
Morrow, L.Nichols, C. Modos, J. Park, J. Tannaka 





mm CMj0i 



n 



C lub 

M. Zaldarriaga. A. Schini, E. Savage, S. Carlson, B. Tran. K. 
t). Harrell. J. Ftycriy. S. Hall. A. Solava, K. Kinsella. K. Ellcfsen 
C R * ^ J- Kubenackcr, J. Wang. S. Wan. B. Kistner. 

0 ris. A. Ingcrsoll, S. Peters, K. bailey, L. Bullinger, L. Bertsehe, 
Bla°'^r*n ^ Smiih Third K«w: F, Ka/mi. B. (lalloway, A. 

HarN'cy. S. Chandrasekaran. 1.. Nichols, F. Evans, 11. 

■ mid. A. Kao. K. Sliney, A. Meismer, C. Alt Fourth Row; R. 

C B 1 ^ ^^mrden. C. Sutter, N. Timme, J. Kossman, L. Satchwcll, 
Hanson. M. Schini. F. Elliott, L. Bow man. 
t-Nvuo Row; A. Harish. B. Porter, J, Ken. T. Stadnik. J. Wen. 

E AI^T'r ^ ^ Potter. A. Wilson. K. Sheperd, A. Roberts. 

KercT"’ e' .^'***‘ : »■ (Jibs. A. HufT, M. Erdman, J. 

Ste*^ k' King- T. Downey. J. Bobbitt. 

“‘■'3. A. Rodrigue/, A. Lambert Seventh Row: 

E FarralT^ v A. HitchctK'k. A. Gallagher, .S. Mays. 

BnimK ,”• Lyons. B.Kilbom.N. Bhal. E. Olson. K. 

J. temandes 



l.ocks of J.ovc 

Front Row : S. Hatia, A. Aagesen, N. Nybakke, A. 
Baez, T. Alldridge, B. Cogan, J. Edwards, M. Schim, J. 
Stralow Second Row: M. Schiller, K. Knapp, A. Mei¬ 
smer, C. Demont, K. Ellefson, M. Basolo, S. Cjamoti, 
A. Schilawski, A. Heissler Third Row : M. McCoy, C. 
Sexton, C. Lartz, E. Thomsen, A. Pacilio, L. Farraher, 
R. Berryman, S. Mays, T. Brucker Fourth Row: 

Mrs. Hubbard. A. Fumald. A. Klaw itter, D. Carroll, A. 
Knapp, C. Vesper, K. Milligan, K. Scott 



Madrigal Singers 

Front Row: M. Sage, L. Pryor, P. Turner, J. Brown 
Second Row: S. Irving, K. Palm, W. Philips, J. Palm, 
E. Savage. A. Preller Third Row: K. Scott, D. Har¬ 
rell, J. Stone, C. Vesper, L. Miller 
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Madrigal Strings 

Front Row: M. Brown. J. Diaz, J. Wang, K. Comer- 
ford. A. Elbie, A. Harish Second Row; J. Kossman, E. 
Morrow, A. Wilson 



MadriagI Brass 

Front Row; T.Mecchiorri, S. Glass, J. Tollerer, S. 
Leszcynski, J. Jguyen, K. Erickson, M. Skaggs, B. 
Tran, D. Daudelin 



Madrigal Court Singers 
Front Row : L. Skaggs. R Osburn, M, Martin, L. 
Pereina .Second Row: C. Anhalt, S. Sidak. J. Harris, 
A. Solava. S. Donnan. J. Choi Third Row : S. Giles, 
T. Downey, E. Alden, M. Lehner, M. Morrow, A. 
Andre, J. Tanaka 



Mu Alpha Theta 

Front Row : K, Hayford. S. Chakrowarty, S. Chan- 
drasekaran, J. Bower, J. Jolly, B, Sinn .Second Row : 
C. York, J. Wen. K. Guzman, E. Kapanga. K. Milligan, 
B, Ummel, E. Holt Third Row; N. Timme, J. Wang, 
L. Nichols, J, Kerestes, M. Styczynski, R. Severson, S. 
Glass, E. Wahlheim, K. Zimmerman 



Marching Band 

Pmnl Row: J. Harris. J. Park. A.Lambert. D. Kaufman. C. Phillips, C. Modos. B. 
Anthony, S. Glass. A. Wilkinson. H. Evaas. L. Nichols, .S. Vayque/, E. Colloton .Second 
Row: S. Ferry. A. Andre. S. Morris. L. Pereira. K. Gicsel. M. Lee, M. Morrow. S. Wan. 
M.Martin. A. Ingcrsoll, B Kistner. C. Bustle, S. Sidak. L. Janu/ik. H Cells. S. Jiles, 

F. Suchman Third Row: P. durehholz, Q. Hurscy. C. Thannes. H Nan. i. Bycriy. A. 
Brucker. H. Baboukis. E. .Alden. K. Nalefski, P. Turner. A. flursey. J. Glass. I). Hajek 
Fourth Row: A. Prcller. N. Vercicr. S. Lse/cynski. T. tXmnan. B Tran. M Cook. K. 
Erik.son. J. Nguyen. J. Bussc. D. Daudelin. T. Mclchiom. E. Gottschulk. K. Karraker. 

J. Morrow FiBh Row: M. Skaggs. Z. Saajasto, M. Rhoades. F. IXiran. J. Totterer. S 
Duran. M Hayden, A. Wcilbacher. J. Heimerdinger Sixth Row: K. Sheck, S. Tyrrcl. B. 
Baker. J. Bower, J. White, M.Lehner 





Front Row: B, Sinn, M. Styczynski, K. Milligan, B. 
Ummel, K. Sebald, W. Phillipps, A. Preller Second 
Row : S. Chandrasekaran, B. Kistner, E. Holt, M. 


Brown, K. Guzman, B, Galloway, T. Downey, S. Jiles 
Third Row : K. Claricoates, L. Nichols, J. Koss¬ 
man, A. Ingersoll, S. Peters, A. Pacilio, B. Harvey, K. 
Graden, J. Kerestes Fourth Row: J. Wang, J. Bower, 
N. Timme, S. Gla.ss, K, Zimmerman, E. Wahlheim, C. 
Vesper, C. Lartz, M. Schiller, J, VanLoon 



.Madrigal Recorders 

Front Row : L. Nichols, J.Morrow, A. Ingersol, K. 
Giesel, B. Kistner, C. Bustle, S, Ferry 


- V 



.Math Team 

Front Row : J. Wang, L. Nichols, N. Timme, M. 
Schweers, S. Chandrasekaran, M. Mirsha Second 
Row : C. York, J. Ken, J. Bower, J. Nguyen. T. Foote 
Third Row; S, Chakravarty, T. Stadnik. B. Tran. K. 
Hayford, O. Awan. D. Giridharan 



Orchestra 

Front Row: S. Janow ski, M. Brow n, L. Skaggs. T. 
Brown, K. Ellefson, K. Comerford, J. Ken Second 
Row : J. Daley, D. Fox, S. Gillies, A. Elbie, S. Shute, 
R. Jannusch, L. Morrow, J. Diaz, A. Kao Third Row : 
M. Ehrlich, A. Wil.son, M. Ball. P. Kramp, A. Gowda, 
J. Warren Fourth Row: C. Galloway, J. Brown. A. 
McElroy, C. Truty, M. Thomas, E. Anderson, J. Koss¬ 
man 
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Pep Band 

Front Row: S. Ferry. S. Jiles, W. Thomas, J. Nguyen, 

S Leszcynski. S. Donnan, M. Cook, K. Gresel Second 
Row: Weilbacher. L. Nichols, A. Wilkinson, R 

Turner, M. Morrow, S. Wan, M. Flayden Third Row : 
K.Nalefski, J. Park. D. Daudelin, M. Beach. M. 

Rhodes. FI. Colis. E. Colloton, R Durchholz, J. Koss- 
man. N. Timme 



Scholastic Bowl 

Front Row : B. Starr, J. Keresles, N. Timme, J. Van 
Loon, B. Tran, E. Aldan Second Row: C. Smith, 

J. Bower, B. Porter. R. Campbell, S. Leszcynski, B. 
Benson 



n 



Senate 

Front Row; J. Wen, B. Sinn, T. Hajek, D. Beverage, A.Idleman. A. 

Stulu, J.Kcrcsies, M. Brown, K. Gu/.man, C. Golden. M. Ftcximanawa- 
Biu Second Row; N. Gricco. M. Skaggs, B. Ummel. S. Glass. M. 
Styczynski. E. Thomsen. A. Pacilio. S. Hall, S. O’Malley, J.Higgins. M. 
Hayden. A.Kao third Row: J. Ayers. B. Luers. .M. Basolo, C. Lart/., 

C. Recscr. J Busse. A.Leach. J. Whikehart, J. Dunbar. P. Turner Fourth 
Row E. W'ahlhcim. J. Wang. L. Nichols. B. Rcescr, K. Zimmerman. D. 
Caroll. K Kraft. J. Bobbitt. M. Mishra Fifth Row: J. Ken. S. Sidak. C. 
Liang. N. Zimmerman. R. Wahlheim. J. Beyer. T. Stadnik. D. Giridharan. 
J Bower. N. Bhai 



J^unior Varsity Boys Soccer 
rtmt Rou: Z. Saujasto, R Flamilton. B. Hahn, 

• Lalloway, J. Crosson, J. Daley, S. O’Malley, J. 
cm ardt Second Row; A. Standard, M. Vivirito, N. 
ws, J. Rule, M. Hinshaw, B. Fritzen, C. Griswald. 
endren, C. Warner, B. Ensenberger 


u 



Senate Officers 

Front Row : J, Kerestes, J. Wen. A.Pacilio, D. Bever¬ 
age Second Row: J. Bower, A.Leach, A. Idleman, T. 
Hajek Third Row: M. Mishra. J.Ken, C. Golden, D. 
Giridharan Fourth Row: R. Wahlheim, J. Beyer, N. 
Bhat, E. Thompson Fifth Row: K. Kraft, D. Carroll, 
A. Kao, S. Sidak 



Varsity (Jirls Soccer 

Front Row: B. Galloway, S. Wintersteen, A. Aagesen, 
.1. Brown, S, Somers Second Row : K. Scott, C. 
Chonacki, N. Davis, A. Davis, B. Kliborn, L. Pryor. 
K.Merriman Phird Row : D. Fitzgerald. J. Fritzen. R. 
Clay, K. Bohling, A. Pistorius, B. Fritzen, K. Knapp, R. 
Herr, E. Rohren, J. Watkins, B. CtK'hrane 



Science Club 

Front Row : S, Donnan, T. Stadnik. A. Pacilio Second 
Row: J. Kossman, N. Timme. A. Klaege, J. Ken 



Varsit> Boys Soccer 

Front Row: D. Cunningham. P. Killian, T. Brown, 

C. Galloway, C. Walker, J. Crosson, R. Wahlheim, 

N. Rule, J. Ayers Second Row: A. Clark. A. Baez, 
A.Heissler, T. Stadnik. N. Grieco, T.Somers, B. Fritzen. 
J. Beyer, M. Baez. C. Adams, J. Maubauh, J. Solberg, 

J. Hinshaw 



Junior Varsity (Jirls ScKcer 

Front Row: M. Schini, K. Payne, S. Janowski, K. 

Dressa, K. Schumacher Second Row : A. Knapp, 

K. Monies De Oca, K. McMahon, E. Dougherty, N. 
Chiodo, S. Tyrrel, K. Campos, K. Johnson Third 
Row: D. Fitzgerald, A. Schilawski. L. Skaggs, K. 
Claricoates, E.Gall. J.Witkinis, L. Farraher, E. Alden, 
K. Whalen, H. Baboukis, B. Cixhrane 
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Softbull 

Front Row: K. Swanson, H. Carpenter, H. Kennedy, 
L. Brucker, A. Butts Second Row: R. Severson, K. 
Bandy, M. Martin 



Girls Swimming 

Front Row': M. Schiller, T.Jolliff, J. Stralow, B, Sur 
Second Row: A. Pacilio, A. Stites, C. Larlz, M. Schil¬ 
ler, D. Carroll, H. Celis, M. Hayden. M. Basolo, E. 
Thomsen Third Row: M. Meyer, B. Cauldwell. K. 
Stalter, A, Jackson, S. Jiles, A. Aagesen, L. Jannusch, 
K. Degraaf, S. Peters, R. Burroughs 


u — 



Thespians 

Front Row: A. Schini, J. Brown, S. Mikals, J. 

Bower, J. Hunt, K. Karl, W.Irving, M. Sakaluk, J.Palm 
Second Row: L. Schumacher, P.Osburn, K.Sebald, A. 
Wilkinson, A. Huff, R. Sanken, N. Timme, A.Chu, D. 
Robinson Phird Row: P. Turner, A. Preller, K. Palm, 
L Pereira, K. Scheck, J. Bogue, S. Thetard, M. Ducett 



,Speech 

Front Row: C. Fischer, A. Pacilio, J. Wen, J. Fowler, 
A. Preller, N. Bhat. A. Stein, M. Lee, M. Schini 
Second Row : S. Rutledge, L. White, E. Thomsen, C. 
Lartz, M. Basolo, E. Olsen, B. Anthony, A. Hitchcock, 
J. Byerly Third Row: A. Weilbacher, S. Berg, A. 
Huff, C. Sutter, T. Melchiorri, J. Brown, H. Babou- 
kis, C. Liang, S. Morris, W. Philipps 



Boys Tennis 

Front Row: R. Wahlheim, J. Chou, B. Stone 
Second Row: N. Zimmerman Third Row: N. 

Timme 



Treble Choir 

Front Row: B. Sur, L. Nalefski, L.King, K. Shepard. 
A. Jacob, S. Ferry, F. Kazmi, Second Row: K. Kelly, 
J. Harris, C. Lartz, J. Fernandez, E. Gault. D. Carroll, 
A. Andre, D. Scarf Third Row: L.Pereira. J. Harris, 
S. Adelman. R. Berryman, K. Riordan, R. Olsen, L. 
Farraher, M. Sakaluk. A. Blair 



Boys Swimming: 

Front Row: Z. Saajasto, E. Sinn, J. Martins, C. 
Modos, K.Karraker Second Row: D. Robinson. 

R. Nash, L. Clemons, B. Sinn. B. Shaver. M. Meyer 
I'hird Row: R. Burroughs, D. Beverage, D. HiKker, 
B. Benson, C. Carrol, N. Kramer, J. Huff 



(iirls Tennis 

Front Row : J. Wang, B. Corgan, J. Harris. A.Kao, 
K.EIlefson. C. Butts. J. Byerly .Second Row: N. Bhat. 
S. Vazquez, E. Olsen, A. Clark-Payne. S. Wan, H. Nan. 
H, Cogan 



Boys Track and Field 

Front Row: J. Morrow. Z. Saajasto. S. Gu/man. P. Carroll. N. 
Chiodo. A. Clark. D. Haas. T. Donnan Second Row: J. Rayford. R. 
Smith. J. Ayers. J. Byer. B. .Sinn. B. .Shaver, K. Erikson, J. Anhalt 
Third Row: K. .Steinbrueck. P. .Smith, J. Huff. S. Hendricks. K. 
DeLue. C. George, J. Chavers. N. Shaver, M. Erdman Fourth 
Row : N. Holt/man. J.Busse, J. Painter, J. Huff, D. Beverage, J. 
Weis. A. Idleman, M. Reoch Fifth Row: N. Nnamani. K. Graden. 
I- Raney, J. Mercer. K. Campbell. M. Beach. D. Gross. J. .Scharf. L. 
Hampton, K. Carr, K. Potter, J.Ware. M. Scott 
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iris Track 

ront Row: S. Smith. T. Brown, B.Ummel, F. 
vans. J. Harris. C. Golden. K. Kelly Second Row: 
Thoennes. C. Forde. D. Julious. N.Neal. H. Evans, 
Harbers. A.Meismer. D. Scharf, S. Chavers Third 
ow: S. Scott. A. Ndorongo, K. Kraft, S. Dilbeck, 

J. Basse, P. Durchholz, A. Roberts. K. High- 



TSA 

Front Row: A. Schini. N. Manjarrez, A. Gross. J. 
Tanaka. S. Mays Second Row: J. Corley, B. Porter, 

J. VanLoon, D. Kaufman. A. Trickett. M. Schweers. 

M. Baker Third Row: L. Farnsworth, L. Nichols, M. 
Miller, A. Klage, C. Tanner. N.Timme, B. Stone, C. 
Phillips 



Varsity Volleyball 

Front Row : C. Cooper, R. Severson, Second Row : 
R. Feagin. T. Brucker. A. French. K. Swango Third 
Row: C. Sanders, M. Martin. H. Carpenter, A. 
Ndorango, J. Dunbar, M. Cooper 



I Junior Varsit> Ndlleythall 

Front Row: A. Hitchcock, O.Gallagher, S. Smith, M. 
Sallee Second Row: K. Highland, A. Ndorongo, J. 

! Dunbar. K.Lyons. H. Doty Third Row: C. Troll. N. 

* Larson. D, Fox. N. Chiodo, E. Harbers 



Freshman Volleyball 

Front Row: K. Naefski, H. McMahok. C. Bass, K. 
Giesel, K. Kraft Second Row: S. Smith, N. Larson, 

K. Highland. K. Doyle Third Row: K. Probus, D. 
Olson. P. Durchholz, M. Brown. M. Sallee, P. Naffziger 



Wrestling 

Front Row: N. Row, T. Alldridge. D. Cunningham, 

V. Pham. J. Daley, J. Rule, C. Galloway, J. Warren 
Second Row: R. Harris, T. Donnan, J. Weis, D. Solo¬ 
mon, M. Baugh, M. Troll, M. Reoch. C. Phillips, A. 
Heissler, B. Dearing 
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I j J^*^'*"* ^ J- Kossman, J. Wen. B. Sinn. S. Chan- 

I Claricoates, j. Wang Second Row: 

I I P- Turner, B. Luehrs, C. York. S. Peters 

I \ M' *^**''’ Loon, J. Keresles, B, Benson, L. 
j || '^-nols, 0 . Awan, S. Chakiavarty, D. Girdharan 
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Wh^t It’S Like 

to be yearbook advisor: Clarion 2004- 


Britany Spears starts singing on the radio and there 
is a collective groan in the yearbook lab. Loudest amung the 
groaners is yearbook advisor Brian Conant, who yells at the 
radio as he moves across the room to the storyboard — a white 
board littered with a complex map of page numbers, due 

dates and story assignments. 

At the top of the yearbook storyboard is a list of musi- 
cans names: Usher, Beyonce, Jessica Simpson and Britany. He 
makes a mark next to precarious column of dashes behind 
Spear's name. He has been 
keeping track of how many 
times he has listened to these 
artists on the radio. 

Being a yearbok 
advisor means that you have 
to listen to Britany Spears 
sing "Toxic" 67 times. 

"It becomes a part of 
you, in a bad way. It's like a 
big oozing sore on the inside 
of your brain. You're walk¬ 
ing down the hall or sitting 
at your desk and without 
realizing it you are singing 
a song by Usher under your 
breath. And you have never 
liked Usher," Conant said. 

His job requires certan sacrifices, but Conant said 
there are benefits as well. 

"You get to work with the best students in the school 
for a whole year, sometimes longer," he said adding that he 
has worked with yearbook editor Jamie Blass. 

"These are great kids with special skills and great big 
hearts. They do this for the school -- for their classmates. We 
work as hard as any extra curricular activity -- and sometimes 
the yearbook staff doesn't get the credit they deserve," Conant 
said. 

"Everybody is quick to point out spelling mistakes or 
a messed up caption," he added, "but these folks were coming 
in on Saturdays over summer break when the room tempera¬ 
ture in the J-lab was 100 degrees and WBNQ was playing back 
to back to back Jessica Simpson songs. Their work is so much 
more than spell-checking." 

Conant said most of his work involves asking good 
questions. He makes sure students know how to use design 
programs and make sure they have thought through all of the 
aspects of every page before it is pronted. 


"If I'm doing my job I'm just here to make sure the 
students can defend the choices they are making. "Sometimes 
I think the student could make a better choice - but if they 
can justify what they are doing, if they believe in it, I usually 
come around," he said. 

One other aspect of Conant's job is working with the 
other professionals who are a part of yearbook production, 
including the yearbook company representitive and photogra¬ 
phers. 

"That's another great thing 
“ our professional help is the 
best. Mike Budak at Jostens 
is always willing to come and 
help or answer crazy phone 
calls. 

"Our photographers Kent 
and Rualani Simpson, who are 
more than just business part¬ 
ners. They really care about 
the yeabook and its staff. They 
also care about University 
High School. They are such an 
important part of what I do. 

Conant also said that the U- 
High administration is impor¬ 
tant to the production of the 
book, because "Tm always buging them with stuff I need help 
with and they are always patient. Their support is unwaiver- 
ing and unbelievable." 

For Conant the last two years as a yearbook advsor 
have been difficult, but rewarding. He said this year has been 
especailly worthwhile because of the accomplishments of his 
students. 

"I look at some of the work this staff did with this 
book and 1 am honestly surprised and moved. Erin Wahlheim 
wrote stories that were funny and kind of snuck up behind 
you with their message. Zach Truty knew how to tell the 
story of a sports season and Josh Fowler knew how capture 
the feeling of excitment a pasionate sports fan has. 

"Mike Brown can do things on a computer that are 
honestly scary ~ and we have young staff members like Alie 
Jocson who I can't wait to have in the drivers seat." 

Not much later on, a bligerant Conant is headed 
across the room, again, this time to make a mark next to 
Beyonce's name. Yet if you ask him he'd probably tell you 
that having to listen "Baby Boy" 53 times while working with 
these students on such a great book is almost worth it. 


Colophon 

Editors 

lamie Blass, Allie la'son (assistant), Kelly 

Mon is (assistant), )eni\i Rewes (assistant) 

Fonts: 

Adolx' Times, losten’s Tlie Kivvk, losten’s 
Import, bsten’s Vision Thick 

I>sign Programs 

Adolx" livlesign, Adolx' Pliotosliop, Microsoft 
Word 

PlK)tgraphs 

All student portraits and group porti aits 
were tal<en by Plx)tography by Kent 

Yearbok Publislier: 

bstens 

bstens Representitive 

Micliael Budak 

Advisors 

Brian Conant, MiclvxH Virlee 
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this ^ IS game, my rules 
And i can see, obviously 



bab.v ■ .you don' t know 



what it's like to be me 
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